Azorbaycanda secki basa catmayib,
ATO9T-1n hesabat1 iso hazirdir

Azarbaycanda Kecirilon nov-

badonkanar parlament secki-

lori basa catmamis ATOT-in

Demokratik Tasisatlar vo In-

san Haqlar1 Biirosunun secki

hesabat1 artiq hazirdir.

Lent.az-1n 6zel menbelerden alde

etdiyi senadin artiq tam olaraq yayi-
ma hazir ve tesdiglonmis formada ol-
dugu goriiniir.

Senadds geyd olunur ki, seckile-
rin hiiquqi bazas1 demokratik secki-
lar ii¢iin alverisli deyil, Konstitusiya
vo diger qanunlarin icaze verdiyi
sorbast toplasmaq ve ifade azadlig:
mohdudlasdirilib, beynalxalq stan-
dartlara vo ATOT-in Ohdeliklerine
uygun golmir.

Hesabatda deyilir ki, MSK daxil
olan sikayetlorin ekseriyyeatine ma-
hiyyati tizre baxib, lakin devet olun-

mus teraflorin arqumentlori heg vaxt
nazers almmayib. MSK avvelcedan
hazirlanmis qerarlar qebul edorak si-
kayetgilori qanunla, ATOT-in dhde-
liklorinden ve beynalxalq tocriibade
nozorde tutulmus prosedur tominat-
larindan mehrum edib.

MSK ve moehkeme qorarlari tam
asaslandirilmayib ve MSK qorarlarin-
da slave hiiquqi miidafie vasitelerinin
moveudlugu gosterilmeyib. Apellya-

siya mohkemalorine vo Ali Moahke-
moyao verilmis biitiin sikayetlor rodd
edilib.

Hesabatda vurgulanir ki, siyasi ak-
torlarin, hiiquq miidafiagilerinin, ve-
tondas cemiyyeti foallarmin, akade-
miklorin ve jurnalistlorin hebs ve
hebsleri seckigabagi dovrde de da-
vam edib. Hakimiyyet bezi hallarda
stibhali maliyye menbelori ve hobs
edilmis soxslorin ugotunu, o ciimlo-

den dini fundamentalist vo separatci
monboloro istinad etso do, bu hobslor
bir sira beynalxalq ve yerli insan hag-
lar1 qurumlart terefinden forqli fikir-
lare ve tonqidi seslore basqi kimi qo-
bul edilir.

Qeyd edok ki, bir nego gilin dnce
mediada ATOT-in Azerbaycandaki
ndvbadenkenar parlament seckilori
ilo bagl hesabatinin artiq hazir olma-
s1 barodo moalumat yayilmisdi.

14. These were the first parli tary elections held throughout the internationally recogmzed
territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan, and they unfolded amidst ongoing talks o sign a peace
agreementi to end the Jong-lasting conflict with Armenia and the hosting of COP29 with the
stated aim to raise the country's international image.*

B, Campaign Gonanes regulations presceibe Hmits or donations and expenditiune, bl reporn g amwl
disclosure mquiromonts as woll as oversighl remain insullicient, negatively  mpaciing
transparency. Dospile a previous ODIHIR recommendation, and (he introduction by the 2004
Law on Politieal Parties of annual public funding lor all parties receiving voles in the previous
elections, there is no public [unding of the campaign. Lower-level election commissions,
mandatod with oversight, posted only some [inancial reports and many ol (hose reports were
lacking any infonmation on donations and expenditures, limiting the information available 1o
volers. Several contestants mised concems about bureaucratic hurdles Lo open legally prescribed
campaign accounts, while at the same time noting volers 'reluctance to donate due to fear of
retribution.

15. The political landscape is shaped by the continued dominance of the President who won a fifth
consecutive term in February 2024 with an overwhelming majority of 92 per cent of the votes,
and the political party he chairs, the New Azerbaijan Party (YAP). YAP has been
uninterruptedly in office since 1993 and holds a majority of 68 of the 114 currently occupied
seats.® While there are 9 more parties represented in the parliament, jointly holding 10 sears,
along with 37 members of parliament elected as self-nominated, in almost all cases, there are no
dissenting votes by MPs, and they do not represent different political views.’

9. The media legislation includes restrictive registralion requirements for media outlets and
journalists curtailing pluralism. Contrary lo international standards, defamation and libel remain
criminal offences, resulting in self-censorship and news websites were blocked without a prior
court decision, including during the campaign period. Since November 2023, arrests and
detentions of journalists intensified, including on charges depriving them of their registration as
journalists; some 20 remain detained. Only the ruling party was effectively entitled o free
airtime on the public broadeaster; but it refrained from using this. Legal provisions effectively
allow private media to cover the campaign only in paid formal. Subsequently, monitored

16. Detentions and armrests of politcal actors, human nghts defenders, cvil society acuwists,
academics and journalists persisted in the pre-electoral period.® While the authorities, in some
cases, cited dubious funding sources and accounting of detained individuals, including from
religious fundamentalist and separatist sources,” these detentions and arrests are perceived by &
number of international and local human rights bodies as a crackdown on dissent and cntica
voices.'? In addition, [EOM interlocutors cited concerns about widespread endemic cormruptios

21. The electoral legal framework is not conducive to democratic elections as the Constitulion aned
other laws provide for the curtailment of fundamenial [reedoms of association, assembly and
expression, [alling short of intermational standards and OSCE commitments. ! Long-standing
priority ODIHR and Venice Commission recommendations, as well as Buropean Courl of
Human Rights (ECUHR) judgements remain unaddressed, including those relaled to ondue
restnctions of fundamental freedoms, the compositon of election commssions, unegual
campaign conditions in public media, and adding voters to the voler hists on election day
Mareover, the Election Code 1s comprehensive but lacks elarity on some issues, including media
coverage of clechions, oversight of campaign finances, rules for vote recounts and grants broad
discretionary powers to the election commissions including on candidate regisiration

broadcast media did not provide any coverage of the campaign and contestants, am all election-
related news items referred to the activities of the CEC, further limiling the opportunity for
candidates to convey their mc:ss.agusIu volers and the ability of volers lo make an informed
choice. Newspapers and online media, which offered space for paid advertisement, became the
sole platform for the candidates Lo convey their messages in media.

10. The law provides for the filing of complaints and appeals to election commissions ar courts on
potential violations of electoral rights. However, the effectiveness of the dispute resolution
mechanism was undermined by the lack of impartiality of election commissions and
longstanding concers over the independence of the judiciary. In line with the law, clection
commissions established expert groups to consider election complaints. The CEC rcwcwultl most
received complaints on merits, but the arguments of the invited parties were never C{)‘!’I."-li.'lt.'r{.ﬂl.
and the CEC adopted decisions prepared in advance, thus depriving ﬂ.m complainants of
procedural guarantees prescribed by law, OSCE commitments and intemat ulmal gmlul practice.
CEC and court decisions were not fully reasoned, and the CEC decisions failed to indicate the
availability of further legal remedies. All appeals filed to courts of appeal and the Supreme Court

were rejected or dismissed

25 Techmical prepamtions were conducted elliciently and withun the established deadlines des
a compressed tmeframe. The CLC held repular sessions aliended by representalives ol
media amd contestants, as well as intemational obser VEeTs, i'(:nllrliulmg Lo lrangparency . On
other hand, CEC sessions and theiragendas were nol announced in advance while the decis
on admimisiatve matters and sesstion ninutes were not published, which detracted |
ransparency. Decisions were usually adopted unamimously with Timited debate. in line wii
mandate, the CHC conducted cascade tranmmges (or ConliCys amd PECs. The rainmgs obue
by the ODIIR EOM, both on central amd local level, covered essential procedures adeqgus
and were well-attended. The CHC also conducted semmars for vanious elechion stakeholder

a widespread voler infonmation prograum, callmg voters o check their entries in the voter
amdd to vole as well as targeting cenain categories ol voters, such as women and youtli The o
provided Braille templates lor the ballots to all polling stations and eovisaged to cquip po
42. The campaign was barely visible Campaigning was mostly conducted through door-to-door stations in precinets where voters with low mobility reside with ramps.
canvassing, posiers of candidates displaved on the designated boards and digital content °7
Mectings were prunanly small-scale, often in closed or intimate settings. In the events observed
by the ODIHR EOM, Y AP was the most promineni *! In addition to Y AP candidates, almost all
other contestants supported the President’s and government™s policies. Infrastructure projects in
the regained territories and hosting COP29 as a sign of enhancing Lhe international status of the
country also featured prominently in their campaigns. Some contestants also campaigned on the
need for improved social services and local infrastruciure or criticized internal policies of the
government, and on a few instances, they cnbicized the foreign policy .’

26, While Conli(s were well-resourced, experienced and compleied their tasks within presca
deadlines. publicly available mfoTmation aboul their activities was limited. at odds
intemational standards.** Conli(s 3¢ssions were generally held on an ad froc basis and al
notice with only some of their decisions displayed on noliceboards, detracting
thieir documentation, particularly those related to candidate registration.® These limita
undernuned the principle of transparency. at odds with international good practice ¥

43. At odds with international good practice, contestants are required by law to submit their print
campalgn matenals to the CgnkCs pnor to their dismbution, which potentially resulis in self-
censorship.™ The authorities publicly called on the contestants to refrain from disrupting the
normal conduct of the elections; some coniestanis perceived it as a call to refrain from crificism
of the authorities.* The ODIHR EOM did not observe any campaign materals in formats
suitable for persons with various accessibility needs

27 Whale ODIHMR EOM mterlocutors did nol raise concemns about the capacity of the 1
undertake clection preparations efficiently, many reported on inconsistent and sele
candidate registration by ConkCs (see Candidate Registratton section). In additnon, |
interlocutors questioned the independence of PECs, noting that these are overwheln
composed of public employees and chaired by their supervisors, for example. schooltes
being PEC members and their director serving as a PEC Chair*!

44. In line with the law, the CEC provided contestants with a list of 5,506 campaign venues."” Some
[EOM interlocutors noled that these venues were under police surveillance. which discouraged
voters from participating. In addition, some were located in unsuitable and not easily accessible
places. Contestants informed the IEOM that they were reluctant to hold meefings outside the
designated venues, due to a five-day advance notification requirement. ODIIR EOM LTOs
artended campaign events where participants, including public sector employees. informed them
that they were ordered or paid by their employer to atiend, raising concerns aboul voter

56. Since November 2023, in part following the publication of an investigative report on corruption
of high-ranking state officials, persecution of journalists intensified, with some 20 journalists
still in detention, including some on charges of grave crimes, depriving them of their registration
as journalists until their criminal records are expunged ’® Such armests, combined with the
overly-restrictive legal framework contribute to a significantly constrained media-environment,
leading to widespread self-censorship and severely limiting the scope for independent

intimidation and voters™ ability to cast vote free of fear ol retnibution. *® JOTRHEm sl Eotaal discousse.
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