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‘The existance and spread of information wars in the modern world has
become possible due to the progress of information technologies and the for-
mation of the which s ized by researchers as
the one “solving the problem of the information crisis, forming the information
unity of the entire human civilization, free access for each person to informati-
on resources” (5],
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daries and generally acknowledged understanding. G. Pocheptsov defines it as
a“communication” technology influencing the mass consciousness with short-
term and long-term goals. The goals of the impact are to introduce changes in

it toobtain in the behavioral
structure” (9, 20]. The main emphasis is made by the researcher on the object
of influence and its consciousness. Formulating the basic concepts of informa-
tion strategy, G. Pocheptsov defines the «zero point» in the development of the
theory of information warfare, naming 1976, when US Department of Defense
adviser Thomas Rona first spoke about information warfare as a phenomenon
in international relations. He highlighted the main aspects that distinguish in-
formation wars in modern conditions: the existence of an information opposi-
tion (the concept of «enemy», expressed in terms of war), global information
flows, the parallel action of false and reliable information, the injection of false
information into the information field of the enemy.

Other researchers have different views regarding the time of the design
of the concept. For example, M. Pavlyutenkova calls the middle of the 80s. of the

eth a period of ing of information wars by
the US military, associated with the end of the Cold War.

In general, we can say that the very phenomenon of information warfare
is not new and is rooted deeply in history, while the term arose quite recently
and does not have clear boundaries. It has been actively used since 1991, after
the first military information operation «Desert Storms was carried out in Iraq.

The origins of the theories of modern information wars should be sou-
ght in the theory of propaganda, the prototype of the information war, which
was actively developing in the 20th century. One of the first researchers who
studied the phenomenon of propaganda in the context of the theory of mass

ion was G. Lasswell, wh ies of propagan-

da and their informational impact on society using the example of propaganda

during the First World War [11, 3]. In the process of analysis, the researcher
ried i }. g

used PP ‘which, within the fra-
‘mework of the audience of ication, each individual is considered
and taken int t separately, r individuals who collg

vely form a mass. The mass is a rather scattered and unorganized community
of people, which is characterized by common basic (primitive) instincts. From
Lasswell's point of view, a follower of Freud's psychological theory, this kind of
human instincts is beyond the control of the mind and in a situation of hostili-
ties quickly ctual i n which, le, any military
propaganda s based.

According to the identified guidelines, the theorist defined mass propa-
ganda as a new driving force of the modern world, “merging millions of human
beings into a single *amalgamated mass of hatred, will and hope” (4, 134-135].
Lasswell called the main function of propaganda “the control of public opinion
with the help of social symbols” [1, 18-19), which is aimed at mobilizing and
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it 1 and agai enemy. the
researcher deduced the so-called “magic bullet” theory [4, 78], based on the

ea of in
society and the lost value system, as a result of which each individual has a dire-
ctimpact that he cannot resist. It is important to note that different individuals
react in the same way to the manifested impact, which stimulates the emergen-
ce of similar primitive instincts and behavioral reactions. This theory assumes
that in the process of mass communication, each individual member of society
incentives is
triggered, givingri Social reaction. In fact,
according to Lasswell, epropaganda s politcs and a type of weapon» 2, 110]
On the basis of the derived theoretical laws in 1948, Lasswell formulates
the basic communicative concept, which includes not only the structural featu-
ial purp

[12]. Having become the main theoretical paradigm in the ﬁeld of mass commu-
n,L Al zh i

ing of the of the figure
ofthe communieator 4 the mai aubjectof managing the process o mass com:
‘munication made it possible to «describe the problematic field of propaganda»
and «Lwl:ke the specifics of managerial functions for specific cases» [5]

impact can be realized either through
tion r.hannels which , or through an - the lea-
derof , which forms a personal i for micro groups.

In conclusion, it can be noted that today the theory of information war
i constantly changing, supplemented, refined and concretized, taking into ac-

form established ideas about information warfare.
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