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Abstract: The COVID-19 pandemic affected all industries, as well as sports,
media and sports media industries. However, that effects were not the same in even}
country. In this paper, you will find comperative analysis of COVID-19 pandemic
situation in Azerbaijan and Belarus in the fields of sports, media and sport media. As
the pre-COVID period conditions of both countries were different, the process
happened in the sports media industy was also different. Moreover, while Azerbaijan
put some restrictions on sports, in its tum Belarus did not. In other words, when there
was live broadcasting matches, athletes were matching in Belarus, everyone was
staying at home in Azerbaijan. But, most of the population of both countries were
watching everything about sports only on social and online media due to different
reasons.
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Pandemiya saraitinds idman media sanayesi:
Azarbaycan va Belarus niimunasi

Xiilasa: COVID-19 pandemiyasi biitin senaye sahalarini, o ctimledsn idman,
media ve idman mediasi saenayesini ahata edib. Lakin bu tasirler her élkeda eyni
deyildi. Bu meqalads Azarbaycanda ve Belarusda COVID-19 pandemiyasinin idman,
media ve idman mediasi sahasindaki vaziyyatinin muqayisali tahlili verilmigdir. Her iki
6lkanin COVID-dan avvelki dévrde mihitleri fargli oldugu dgin idman media
sanayesinda bag veren prosesler da forqli idi. Bundan bagqa, Azarbaycan idmana
miiayysn mahdudiyystler qoymusdu, 6z névbasinds isa Belarus da bunu etmamigdi.
Basqa sozle desek, Belarusda matglar canli yayimlanir, idmangilar yanglara qatilir,
Azarbaycanda ise hami evda qalmali idi. Lakin har iki 6lks ohalisinin eksanyyati
miixtalif sabablardan yalniz sosial va onlayn mediada idmanla bagl har seyi izkoyirdi.

Acar sézlar: idman mediasi, pandemiya, COVID-19, Azarbaycan, Belarus.

Aliabid 3eviHan orny MextueB

UHaycTpus cnopTuBHbLIX CMU B ycnosuax NnaHAeMUM:
keunc Asepbarinxana u Benapycu

Pe3stome: MaHdemuss COVID-19 3ampoHyna ece ompacnu, a makoke crnopm,
CMU u cnopmusHsie CMU. OdHako amom 3ghghekm He 6611 00UHAKO8bIM 80 8CeX
cmpaHax. B amoii cmambe bl Halideme cpasHUmenbHbIU aHanuid cumyauuu ¢
naHdemueldd COVID-19 e Asep6atidxaHe u Benapycu e obnacmu cnopma, CMU u
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cnopmusHbix CMU. Mockonbky ycnosus nepuoda o COVID e obeux cmpaHax 6binu
pasHbIMU, npoyecc, npoucxodswul e criopmueHol Medua-uHdycmpuu, makxe 6bin
pasHbiM. Bonee moeo, ecnu AsepbalidxaH 66e/1 HEKOMOpble 02paHUYeHUs Ha
3aHamus criopmom, mo benapych, 8 8ot oyepeldb, amoz0 He cdenana. [pysumu
cnosamu, kozda & benapycu wna npamas mpaHcnayus mamyed, e benapycu
cocmaAsanucsk crnopmemensi, 8 AsepbalidxaHe ece cudenu ooma. Ho 6onbwas yacms
HaceneHus obeux cmpa o pasHbIM NPUYUHaM CMOMPENa 8ce O CrIopme MOoMbKO &

coyuanbHbIx Cemsx U OHnalH-cemsx.
Knroueesie cnosa: CriopmueHsie CMU, nandemus, COVID-19, AsepbatioxaH,

Genapyce.

The COVID-19 is one of the biggest viruses that stopped the life on the
world in the whole history of the world. This virus has been noted as
pandemic. Therefore affected the whole world wihout depending on the size of
the business, religion or race of the people, administration forms of the states
and etc. In this paper, we will compare two countries, Azerbaijan and Belarus
during the pandemic period in terms of sports, media and sports media
industries. Since early March 2020 almost all countries locked themselves
down by accepting different restrictions. However, Belarus has not undertaken
any measures to combat the pandemic (Aslund, 2020).

One of the restrictions was postponement of sports events. On the 27th
of the March 2020, the first online football press conference was held by
Brighton's manager Graham Potter in the zoom platform due to pandemic

. (Cunningham, 2020). This was the first initiative in order to remove the
barriers for sports media. By following it other tools were appeared. Some
countries did it while being in lockdown regyme like Azerbaijan. However,
there was Belarus which did locked down the country.

What happened to the sport in Azerbaijan vs Belarus during pandemic

In the beginning of the March 2020 all the sports events has been
postponed in Azerbaijan for an indefinite period. After a while, all leagues were
suspended. Thus the rules for finalizing the leagues has been changed. For
instance in Azerbaijan professional football league the 1st ranked team was
declared as the champions, the clubs qualified for European Cups based on
their respective ranking. No team was relegated, and no team was promoted
from the lower division (Colucci et al., 2020).

However, the Belarusian Premier League was one of the leagues that
were not suspened due to country not accepting lockdown or any other strict
restrictions. On 16 March, the President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko,
dismissed the threat of coronavirus. In his later comments, the Belarusian
president referred to it as "psychosis", and on 28 March he played a game of
hockey, later stating in an interview "it is better to die on our feet, than live on
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your knees; sport, especially on ice, is better than an antivi ion, it i
the real thing" (Parshakov, 2021). Therefore, all the Zporis ‘Izalzgjzgmc?rll?r{dteés
It has become the only country in Europe where soccer matches and othef
sports are still being played (Aslund, 2020). However, we cannot say that
COVID-19 did not affect the sports in Belarus. At least some athletes could not
attend the matches due to infecting to the virus or they could not participate
World or European leagues. However, in Belarus there have been non-
significant postponements because of players’ contacts with COVID-19 the
2019/20 professional football season will have been completed by December
2|02g.0;”ge 2020/21 season was scheduled to start in March 2021 (Colucci et
al., )

Another difference was audience in the stadias. In Azerbaijan even
when the live sports matches were allowed, the spectators were not allowed to
watch the match from the stadias or it was limited. However, in Belarus there
was not any restriction about it. At national level football matches there are no
restriction on attendance at stadia. As a result, supporters can attend games
with the compliance of general safety measures. (Colucci et al., 2020).
Nevertheless, stadium attendance demand in Belarus declined significantly in
the initial period of maximum uncertainty and risk, but then slowly recovered
(Reade et al., 2021).

Moreover, in Belarus the sports affected COVID-19 in a different way. A
recent study proved that there has been a significant increase in the number
of COVID-19 cases after attending football matches (Parshakov, 2021).

While talking about the situation of the sports industry during COVID-19
pandemic, we should mention about financial aspect as well. Thus, due to
effect of pandemic to the businesses we cannot say there was a huge amount
of the investement into the clubs, federations or leagues. However, situation of
Belarus was better than Azerbaijan’s in terms of matchday revenue. As we
mentioned above that Belarus did not put any restrictions on spectators for the
matches.

Difference between Azerbaijani and Belarussian media during pandemic

The impact of COVID-19 did not bypass wihout affecting media industry.
In both countries there has been journalists and media professionals who got
infected. However, the situation was totally different. It is worth noting that the
official Belarusian media are more cautious in covering the pandemic and tend
to downplay its scope and consequences (Shpakou et al., 2022b). )

According to my interviewee Rufat Nadirli, professional sports journalist
and the host of the “Arena” radio program, said that in Azerbaijan it was very
different, the big percentage of the news was about pandemic and its
statistics. The media is the most efficient tool to rule the society. Therefore it
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made the big difference between the mental health of Azerbaljanis and
Belarus people. For instance one of the conducted surveys in Poland and
Belarus resulted with that student athletes from Poland had higher levels of
COVID-19-related anxiety (trait and state) than did respondents from Belarus
(Shpakou et al., 2022b). Thus, it does not mean there was not any information
about COVID-19 pandemic or hygiene safety in the media. The important role
of the mass media (media), and the opinion of the medical community and
health authorities, which directly or indirectly influenced the behavior of the
population and modeled the situation through the provision of information,
came into play (Shpakou et al., 2022a).

Moreover, we should mention the situation of the media in Belarus as
well. As the government did not accept pandemic situation, it did not let media
to talk widely about COVID-19 situation. In May 2021, Belarus revoked the
accreditation of two Russian journalists who were reporting on the growing
number of Covid-19 cases in the country — a subject that has been
downplayed by the Belarusian government since the outbreak of the
coronavirus pandemic (Przetacznik & Tothova, 2022).

All in all, Azerbaijani media was in better situation due to being more
free and accepting the pandemic situation. Although news about COVID-19
could affect the people's mental health, it also led people to obey the hygiene
rules and protect themselves from virus with masks and other equipment. In
its turn Belarussian media was sharing news about other stuff as well, main
topic of the media was not COVID-19 which from my point of view is reducing
the anxiety and stress.

The situation of sports media in Azerbaijan and Belarus during pandemic

The impact of COVID-19 on sports and media industries manifested
themselves. Thus we explored the effect on sports media industry. Although
from some aspects the signs of the COVID-19 were the same, but in this part
of article we will mostly focus on different effects.

Due to pandemic a lot of fans started to watch the sports from social
networks rather than TV. According to the survey conducted among 40 sports
fans in Azerbaijan: 80 percent of the respondets answered that “Due to the
ban on live sports matches because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, sports fans
started to watch sports news, programs or videos more on social networks
rather than traditional media” is true and 20% denied this statement (Figure 1)
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Due to the ban on live sports matches because of the COVID-19 Pandelgr]nuiie !
sports fans start.ed to watch sports news, programs or videos more ,
on social networks rather than traditional media”

) Figure 2.
Main sources of information (Przetacznik & Tothova, 2022)
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However, in Belarus it was different that people has been mostly relying
on social and online media news even before pandemic. A March 2021 report
by the Centre for East European and International Studies (ZOiS) show_s that
70.6% of Belarusian citizens use social and online media as their primary
source of information (Przetacznik & Tothova, 2022) (Figure 2). At the same
time due to diferent resasons we found out that people of both states watched
the sports from social and online media.

Another case was that for more than 5 months there was not broadcast
of the live matches in Azerbaian. However, as there was no any restricitions in
Belarus, the BPL did not profit financially from being one of the only
professional football leagues in the world taking place throughout March and
April 2020. The BPL was able to sell its international broadcasting rights to
more than 10 countries, including India and Russia (Reuters, 2020).

The customers of the sports media are spectators or fans. According to
Rufat Nadirli, during pandemic when the live matches allowed without
spectators in Azerbaijan, the stastistics of views of local matches was living its
highest period. Almost the same situation can be seen also in Belarus. The
most of the football fans, though not all, decided to stay at home in the initial
period of maximum COVID-19 uncertainty (Reade et al., 2021).

Baku's Olympic Stadium has also hosted prestigious men's UEFA
football events, namely the 2019 UEL final between Chelsea and Arsenal, and
four Euro 2020 matches. The latter tournament was delayed until 2021 due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, and restrictions were imposed on international
visitors and stadium attendances, limiting prospects for impact and income
generation (Rookwood, 2022). As we mentioned above, Belarus was one of
the very few countries did not implentend quarantine restricitions, it also lost
income generation from hosting international events. The formation of modern
political identities in the post-Soviet sphere is often connected to pursuits of
global recognition, including hosting international events (Ismayilov, 2012).

Overall, the sports, media and sports media industries of both countries
suffered from COVID-19. While comparing we saw that depending on aspects
either Azerbaijan or Belarus gained the upper hand. Implementing restrictions
is obvious that will make disprogress, however we did not know what will bring
not applying restrictions. Almost all the world countries locked downed
themselves, what could Belarus do without doing it, especially in the sports
media industry. As communication through media and technology is rapid in
the modern world, the complexity and diversity of sport governance response
became apparent, while the context of the pandemic continued to change and
vary across the globe (Byers et al., 2022). The sports media field has survived
from pandemic with developing itself media and sports industries both from
managerial side and digital side. We believe that COVID-19 pandemic and its
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restrictions let these industries to develop by challengi

et > ging them. It
matter it is Azerbaijan or Belarus or United Kingdom, anygdevelopme?m??rsx annOt
of these industries will affect each other. 4
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