
Azerbaijan is one of the world's oldest scientific and cultural centers.
Residents of this historical territory have created rich material-cultural
heritage for thousands of years.

Azerbaijan People Republic (1918-20) has vital role in adoption Azerbaijan
science, its intellectual values as national opulence. Establishment of University
of Baku, Azerbaijani students' delivery to the European highest schools, extension
of national language and culture were the key factors that affecting generally to
Azerbaijan science development. In early 1920, the scientific researches were
mainly concentrated at the University of Baku. In 1920-22, Scientific Association
was organized comprised of humanitarian, medical and natural sciences research
sections. Association aimed at providing comprehensive assistance in research of
various scientific problems along with education and training of young
researchers and scientists. In late 1921 Society of Naturalists and Medics and then
Society of Orientalists and Medics were organized at the University of Baku. In
1920 a technical education provider - Polytechnic Institute was founded in Baku
which was engaged to conduct researches in the fields of technical science, eco-
nomics and agricultural chemistry.

In 1923 with aim of conducting scientific research the Azerbaijan Society for
Scientific Research and Studies was established in Baku by initiative of Nariman
Narimanov. This Society became the leading scientific research organization in
Azerbaijan. In its early time, Society had History-Ethnography, Economy and
Nature sciences sections. In 1925 Turkish Research section attached to the
History-Ethnography section was established. With aim of conducting research
and studies in various fields of science the commissions and sub-commissions on
history, historical-literary studies, ethnography, philology, lexicography, law,
industry,  Caspian Sea studies, fine arts, theatre, music and others were organized.
The regional branches of the Society were organized in towns of Shamakha,
Ganja, Lankaran, Zagatala and some other regional centres along with organiza-
tions of branches in Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic and Nagorno Karabakh
Autonomous District. In 1925 the Society was transferred under direct
Government control. In 1929 the Society was re-organized into the Azerbaijan
State Scientific-Research Institute. The Institute was comprised of Departments of
Natural Sciences, Biology, History and Ethnography, Philology, Literature and
Art, Philosophy, Soviet and Foreign East, Governmental and Legal. The Institute
played important role in coordination of scientific research and education and
training of scientific staff in Azerbaijan. Already in 1929-30, 33 young scientists
were trained and educated at the Department of Postgraduate Studies of the
Institute, and 43 students in 1930-1931, with 34 of them being indigenous Azeri,
enrolled at the Institute for postgraduate studies.

By the end of 1932 there were 30 scientific organizations and more than 10
higher education institutions in Azerbaijan. Within that period, there were 800
research scientists, including 87 professors and 138 senior lecturers actively
working in Azerbaijan. However, neither the Azerbaijan State Scientific-Research
Institute (ASSRI) nor other branch-wise scientific organizations were in position
to meet satisfactorily the demands for development of science in Azerbaijan.

In 1932 on the basis of the ASSRI the Azerbaijan Branch of Trans-Caucasian
Affiliate Organization of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR was organized in
Baku. R. Akhundov was appointed as a Head of Branch. The Branch was com-
prised of 11 sections and several commissions. A group of famous Russian scien-
tists such as F.Y.Levinson-Gubsky, I.M.Gubkin, A.A.Grossheim, N.Y.Marr,
I.I.Meschaninov, A.Mammadov, S.Mumtaz, A.Taghizadeh,  I.G.Yesman,
A.N.Derjavin, B.Chobanzadeh, V.Khuluflu, M.Efendiyev and others were active-
ly involved in scientific research at the Branch.

In 1935, Branch was shifted into Azerbaijan Affiliate of the Academy of
Sciences of the USSR. Then existing sections and commissions were further
developed into Scientific Research Institutes of Chemistry, Botany, Zoology,
History, Ethnography and Archaeology, Philology and Literature. Along with this
the Sections of Energy, Physics, Geology and Soil Sciences were organized as
well. Russian Academician I.M.Gubkin was elected as a Chairman of the
Presidium of the Affiliate Branch. Later, another Russian Academician S.S.
Namyotkin succeeded him in this post.

In addition to the Institutes and Sections of the Branch, Scientific-Research
Institutes of Petroleum, Cotton, Petroleum Machine Building, Balneology and
Physical Therapy, Hydraulic Engineering and Melioration and a number of other
scientific laboratories and base stations were created within the same period of
time in Azerbaijan. The active research work was also being conducted at the
Institutes of Tropical Diseases, Microbiology, Protection of Maternity and
Childhood, Azerbaijan Scientific-Research Institute of Veterinary, Azerbaijan
Branch of the Trans-Caucasian Institute of Construction Materials, Lankaran
Station of Subtropical Plants, laboratories of the Azerbaijan State University,
Industrial Institute, Institutes of Agriculture, Pedagogical and Medical Institutes.
By 1940 there were 60 scientific institutions and organizations functioning in
Azerbaijan. From 1936 till 1941, 34 Research Scientist and Postgraduate Students
successfully defended their dissertations at the Azerbaijan Affiliate Branch of the
Academy of Sciences of the USSR, including 5 ones for Doctor of Sciences
degree. If in 1938 there were 16 Doctors of Sciences and Professors and 20
Candidate of Sciences working at the Affiliate Branch, in 1941 these numbers
increased up to 21 and 161 respectively.

By decree of the Council of the People's Commissars of the USSR dated
January 23, 1945 the Azerbaijan Affiliate Branch was transformed into Azerbaijan
Academy of Sciences. At that time the Academy was comprised of 4 sections, 16
Scientific Research Institutes, Scientific Research Departments, 3 museums,
Central Scientific Library, Scientific Bases in Nakhchivan, Ganja, Khankendi and
Guba. Within the same year. Thus, the searches, checks and discussions that began
on January 23, 1945, lasted more than two months, and finally the first 15
founders of the Academy of Sciences of the Azerbaijan SSR, the first academi-
cians, were determined. By the decree of the Council of People's Commissars of
the Azerbaijan SSR "On the establishment of the Academy of Sciences of the
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In 2025, the highest scientific organization in
the country, the National Academy of Sciences of
Azerbaijan, will celebrate its 80th anniversary.

Since its establishment, the National Academy
of Sciences of Azerbaijan has followed a path of
remarkable achievements and has gained recogni-
tion as a center that has transformed the scientific
and intellectual potential of the republic into a
national treasure. The academy’s fruitful activities
over the years have been based on the principles of
studying priority scientific issues in line with the
demands of the time, training highly qualified spe-
cialists in various scientific fields, establishing sci-
entific schools, and expanding cooperation with
prestigious international scientific institutions.
Today, the academy continues to actively con-
tribute to the successful implementation of state
policy in the field of science. Through social and
humanitarian research, it plays a role in introduc-
ing society to new knowledge and enhancing its
scientific and cultural development.

Guided by paragraph 32 of Article 109 of the
Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, and
considering the role of the National Academy of
Sciences of Azerbaijan in the development of sci-
ence in the country, the organization of activities in
this field, and the training of highly qualified per-
sonnel, I hereby decree:

The National Academy of Sciences of
Azerbaijan, in collaboration with the Ministry of
Science and Education of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, shall prepare and implement a plan of
events dedicated to the 80th anniversary of the
National Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan.

The Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of
Azerbaijan shall address the issues arising from
this Decree.

Ilham ALIYEV
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Baku, March 18, 2025 

Following the victory achieved in the
Second Karabakh War, the signing of a
peace treaty and the opening of the
Zangazur Corridor will make a significant
contribution to strengthening peace and
stability in the region. As a result of the
President’s farsighted policy and deter-
mined will, the implementation of the
Zangazur Corridor project will enable our
country to establish more efficient and
reliable transport connections between
Europe and Asia. This project possesses
not only regional but also considerable
international political and economic sig-
nificance.

These remarks were made by the President of
the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences
(ANAS), Academician Isa Habibbayli, during
his speech at the event titled “The Academy’s
Zangazurnama: From Folklore Collections to
Academic Research,” organized by the Academy
within the framework of the 11th Baku
International Book Fair.

Academician Isa Habibbayli noted that for
many years, the study of Zangazur had been pri-
marily based on historical sources; however, at
present, extensive restoration and research activ-
ities are being carried out in Eastern Zangazur.
He emphasized the active participation of rele-
vant ANAS institutions in this process.

According to the academician, the Institute
of Archaeology and Anthropology of ANAS has
conducted extensive archaeological research in
the mentioned territories, while the Institute of
Folklore has prepared a multivolume publication

based on folklore materials collect-
ed from Karabakh. The Institute of
History has produced various
scholarly works grounded in histor-
ical sources and archival docu-
ments and has translated several
publications for the scientific com-
munity. Meanwhile, the Institute of
Linguistics has prepared “The
Dialectological Atlas of the
Azerbaijani Language of Karabakh
and Eastern Zangazur.”

Academician Habibbayli added
that other ANAS institutes also
conduct research on Zangazur in
line with their respective fields of

activity. He stressed that, similar to the
“Heydarnam?” and “Karabakhname” projects,
ANAS, through the “Zangazurnam?” project,
faithfully fulfills its mission of serving the ideals
of an independent state in the humanitarian and
social spheres by presenting extensive research
materials to Azerbaijani society.

Providing information about the publications
dedicated to the Zangazur theme, the academi-
cian underlined that each presented book is valu-
able from a scholarly perspective and rich in
content. He noted that within the event “The
Academy’s Zangazurnama: From Folklore
Collections to Academic Research,” ANAS is
presenting 56 books related to Zangazur. These
publications are significant research works that
reflect the historical, folklore, and cultural her-
itage of Karabakh, Western Azerbaijan, and
Zangazur, revealing the true history of the region
on a scientific basis.

The ANAS President expressed confidence
that, following the “Karabakhname” project, the
“Zangazurnama” project would also make a sub-
stantial contribution to the development of
Azerbaijani science and culture. According to
him, the 56 books presented today demonstrate
the support of ANAS-and Azerbaijani science as
a whole-for President Ilham Aliyev’s policy on
the development of Zangazur. He also men-
tioned that in the near future, the presentation of
100 books dedicated to the Zangazur topic will
be held, emphasizing that scientific research in
this direction is being carried out systematically
and purposefully at ANAS.
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