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Pakistan mathuatinda Azarhaycania
hagh magalaiar darc edilib

kistanda nasr
olunan “Pakistan
in the world” jur-
nalinda va internet sohi-
fasinda “Azarbaycan:

Inkisaf ve harmoniya 6l-

kasi”, eyni zamanda,

Azearbaycanin Pakistan-

daki safiri ©li Blizadsnin

mdiallifi oldugu “Azar-
baycan - Miisslman Ser-
qinde ilk parlamentli de-
mokratiya” sarlévhali
meagqalaslar darc edilib.

AZORTAC xaber verir

ki, jurnalda darc olunan

maqalade Azarbaycan

xalqinin uzun siiren
azadliq arzularinin man-
tigi neticesi olaraq,
1918-ci il mayin 28-de

Azarbaycan Xalq Cim-

huriyyatinin elan edildi-

yi, bununla da azadliq
miibarizasinin 6z kulmi-
nasiya néqtssina catdigi
qeyd olunur.

Yazida Cumhuriyyatin feal xa-
rici siyasat xatti yeridarok, xarici
olkelarle ikiterafli elagaler qur-
magla yanasi, beynalxalq seviy-
yade taninma istigamsatinde da
6namli diplomatik fealiyyet haya-
ta kecirdiyi vurgulanir. Magalada
1991-ci ilde vetenparvarlik, milli
ve menavi dayarler esasinda ye-
niden 6z mustaqilliyini alde edan
Azarbaycan Respublikasinin 6zi-
nl Azarbaycan Xalg Cimhuriyye-
tinin varisi elan etdiyi diggats cat-
dirthir. Bildirilir ki, 1993-cl ilde
Prezident secilan Heydar Oliye-
vin rehbarliyi altinda élkade siya-
si ve iqgtisadi sabitlik berqerar
olub, hamg¢inin ictimai hayatin
muxtslif istigametlarinde, elaca
de insan huquglarn ve demokrati-
ya sahesinde inkisaf merhelesi
baslayib. Ulu Onderin rehbarliyi
ile xarici siyasat xetti global ve re-
gional gergokliklare uygun yeni-
dan qurulub, buna gére de indi
Azarbaycan butin beynalxalq
platformalarda 6z mdvgeyini ge-
tiyyetle midafie edir. Heydar Oli-
yevin hayata kecirdiyi semarali
igtisadi islahatlar naticesinda
Azerbaycan iqgtisadiyyatinin duru-
mu nazaracarpacaq deracads dir-
¢olib. Magalada ddvlstimizin bas-
gisi ilham Sliyevin rehberliyi il
Azarbaycanda siyasi, iqtisadi ve
sosial islahatlarin davam etdirile-
rok geniglendiyi, onun rehbarliyi
altinda muham ugurlara imza atil-
digi bildirilir. Yazida Azerbayca-
nin geostrateji potensialina da to-
xunulur. Vurgulanir ki, Avropanin
conub-gerq serhadlerinda yerlo-
son Azarbaycan Avropa ile Asiya
arasinda tebii kérpl rolunu oyna-
yir. Regionda an béyilk hava ve
daniz limani, habele damir yolu
xotti ile Xazar hdvzesi tcun logis-
tik govsagr olan Azarbaycan
Transxezer Serg-Qarb Daehlizi la-
yihasi vasitasi ile Cin ve Avropa-
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zerbaijan, an ancient country of rich

culture and civilization, representing

beautiful combination of the East and
the West. had been struggling to gain its
freedom since it became a part of the Russian
Empire because of Gulustan (1813) and
Turkmanchay (1828) treaties.
This fight reached its culmination with the
declaration of the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic (ADR) on 28 May 1918, reflecting
logical result of long lasting passion of
freedom of Azerbaijani nation. To establish
sovereignty over entire Azerbaijan, the
founders of ADR created a new army with the
help of Ottomans Turks, which liberated the
Azerbaijani territories from Bolsheviks,
Armenian ultra nationalist groups (Dashnaks)
in the summer of 1918 and finally victoriously
entered Baku.
Being first democratic republic in the whole
East and Islamic world. ADR was able to
establish main state institutions. Within 6
months, the ADR also constituted a
parliament. which reflected all ethnic and
religious groups in the country. Old schools
were replaced by new ones. Baku State
University, the first modern university, was
inaugurated in 1919. In spite of financial
hardships, the Azerbaijani authorities could
send 100 young students to the different
educational institutions in Italy, France.
Germany and the UK.
One of the significant successes towards
democracy was the abolition of censorship. a
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Remnant from Tsarism. Ensuring women
suffrage was another significant achievement
of ADR. which was a pioneer in this matter.
Getting ahead of the United States (1920) and
France and Italy (1945).

ADR formulated an active foreign policy. In
addition to building bilateral ties. setting up
and hosting numerous diplomatic missions.
the ADR government also sought international
recognition as well. In the course of the Paris
Peace Conference. an Azerbaijani delegation
met with world leaders in May 1919. The
Allies and the Entente at the Paris Peace
Conference issued a resolution on de facto
recognition of the Azerbaijani government in
January 1920.Although ADR's existence was
interrupted by the occupation of Soviet Russia
in April 1920, ideals of nationalism and
patriotism. which were placed in the hearts of
Azerbaijanis.survived and ignited people's
dream of freedom on the eve of USSR's
collapse. Restoring its independence in 1991
based on patriotism. moral and national
values, the Republic of Azerbaijan declared
itself a successor state of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic.

Independent Azerbaijan in 1993-2003

In 1993. Heydar Aliyev was elected the
president of the independent Azerbaijan.
Under his leadership. Azerbaijan ensured its
political-economic stability and started the
development in the different fields of social
and economic life, as well as on human rights
and democracy.

Political Stability:

Despite persisting hardships. Heydar Aliyev
was able to achieve political stability in the

country, climinating unlawful armed and
consolidating the state authority.

Adoption of Constitution and democracy:
New Constitution of Azerbaijan drafted by
special committee was adopted by referendum
in 1995. It was the first constitution of
independent Azerbaijan,prioritizing the
principles of human rights. rule of law and
separation of powers as the main directions.In
August 1998, all kind of censorship over
media was abolished on the decree of
President Heydar Aliyev. Laws on political
parties, non-governmental organizations and
mass media were adapted to international
standards.

Foreign Policy:

Under Heydar Aliyev's foreign policy was
updated in accordance with the realities
related to the global and regional
circumstances. Tension created in ties with
some countries was eliminated. and balanced
foreign policy line in relations with global and
regional countries provided. Azerbaijan's
relations with neighboring countries were
enhanced. Now, Azerbaijan declares its
position in all international platforms and
defends its rights successfully.

Economy:

Due to Armenian aggression against

nin 2 global igtisadi elagasini te-
min edir.

Maqalada Azarbaycan dévle-
tinin hayata kecirdiyi yeni turizm
vo viza siyasati barede oxuculara
melumat verilir. Homginin Azer-
baycanda islam dayarlerinin dir-
coldilmesine bdylk ehemiyyet
verildiyi, minlerle mascidin tikil-
diyi ve ya barpa edildiyi geyd olu-
nur.

Meaqalede Ermaenistan-Azer-
baycan Daglig Qarabagd minaqi-
sosindan de bahs olunur. Bildirilir
ki, munagise neticaesinda Azer-
baycanin tarixi torpaglari olan
Daglig Qarabag ve 7 etraf rayon
ermaniler terefinden isgal olunub.
BMT-nin Tehllkasizlik Surasinin
muvafig qgetnamsalerinde (822,
853, 874,884) Ermenistanin isgal
etdiyi torpaglardan geri c¢akilme-
si, macburi kécklnlerin 6z dogma
evlerine gayitmasi telab edilir.
Buna baxmayaraq, Ermenistan
beynalxalg hliququn talablarine
mahal goymur ve isgalcihq siya-
satini davam etdirir. “Azarbaycan
- Misalman Serginds ilk parla-
mentli demokratiya” sarlévhali
maoagaleds ise 1918-ci ilde Azer-
baycan Xalg Clmhuriyyastinin ya-
ranmasi, 1919-cu il iyulun 9-da
Azerbaycanin ilk Xarici isler Na-
zirliyinin resmi olaraq tesis olun-
mas! haqqinda melumat verilir.
Yazida muasir Azarbaycanin
Cumhuriyyatin varisi kimi muste-
qgilliyini barpa etdikden sonra mu-
ayyen catinliklerdan, sinaglardan
sorofle kegmasinden, Ermenis-
tan-Azerbaycan Dagliq Qarabag
mulnaqgisasindan ve Azarbaycan
diplomatiyasinin 100 illik yubile-
yinden beahs olunur.
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Azerbaijan. and internal political instability
since the early 1990s, production in major
sectors of economy had significantly dropped.
After Heydar Aliyev implemented productive

ivatization policies, ijan's economy

*37th most competitive economy among 140
countries (WEF Global Competitiveness
Report 2016-2017)

*Safety. government and political stability are

started improving remarkably.
Contractof Century:

Signature of "Contract of century" with 11
transnational oil companies of 7 powerful
countries played very important role in
enabling Azerbaijan to increase production of
its energy resources and export to the world.
and in creation of economic stability inside the
country. 3 years affer signing of "Contract of
century". in November 1997. Azerbaijan
International Operation Company, which was
composed of the parties of "Contract of
century", achieved oil gusher from first well of
"Chirag".In November 1999. in frame of
OSCE Summit held in Istanbul, Presidents of
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey signed
intergovernmental agreement with
participation of US President on

d the strongest factors by
international business community operating in
Azerbaijan

*Investments worth 220 billion USD since
1995.

Attra
-Attractive investment incentive schemes

-NO restrictions to foreign investments.
National regime applicd

-NO local content requirement

-NO business inspections by state authorities
and agencies

-Party to all major multilateral instruments on
protection and promotion of foreign
investment

ive Investment Climate

of Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan main export oil
pipeline to transport Azerbaijan's energy
resources from Baku (Azerbaijan) to Ceyhan
(Turkey). Despite numerous obstacles, this
project was realized.

GDP growth increased from 1.3% in 1996 to
10% in 1998. Because of effective measures,
21 % GDP growth was achieved between
1992-2002. Inflation was also brought under
control; while in 1991-1994 inflation rate had
risen to into 1763%. as a result of economic
reforms it declined to 8,5% in 1999, became
stable in following years.Incomes of state
budget for 2002 increased 85 times from 1993.
During the presidency of Tlham Aliyev since in
2003, political, economic and social reforms
have been continued and expanded.
Significant achievements and potential
obtained under the leadership of ITham Aliyev
are:

* In the past 10 years:GDP grew by 2.4 times.
non- oil GDPby 2.3 times, forcign trade by 2.4
times, strategic currency reserves by 16.3
times

*Foreign debt of Azerbaijanis only 17%of the
GDP.the volume of currency reserves accounts
to about 77% of the GDP(2019)

-47 bilateral i

treaties and 51 double
taxation treaties with foreign countries

-Over 450 e-services by state authorities
Skilled Labour Force

-About half of the population is economically
active.Total labour force reached 4.84 million
persons

-One of the highest employment rates in the
region(95%)

-The main driver of employment i the private
sector(74%)

-Extremely high literacy rate 0f99.8%
-Around 30 thousand students graduate from
universitics and other higher education
institutions annually

-Large number of Azerbaijani students
studying in the best universities worldwide in
the framework of the State Program on
Education of Azerbaijani Youth Abroad in
2007-2015

-A large R&D center.the National Academy of
Sciences with its 28 research institutes in
parallel with 53 universities and 107 VAT
schools ensures the scientific and HR
component of economic development.

Perfect Hub

-Located on the south-castern border of

Europe serving as the natural bridge between
Europe and Asia -Trans-Caspian East-West
Corridor as a key route connecting two major
global economies, China and Europe (4.200
km length.12-14 days transit period)
~Logistics hub for the Caspian region with the
biggest airport, seaport and railway network

-Free access to CIS and Georgia markets of

270 million consumers and GDP worth 1.6

trillion USD

-Outreach to 50 countries with almost 50 % of
flioht

world with in 4-1
(medium-haul-flight)

Fast Developing Structure

-The most state-of-the-art transport
infrastructure in the region

-About 19.000 km of hard-surface roads,
8.000 km of which built and constructed in
past 10 years

-6 international airports. Baku operates the
largest international airport in the region

-A new international seaport with annual
capacity of 10-11.5 million tons of cargo and
50 thousand TEU (to be increased up t021-25
min tons of cargo and Imin TEU). A new
shipyard and the only one on the Caspian Sea

commissioned in2013
-Over 2,000 km of oper
so-called “Tron Silk Way™ Baku-Tbilisi-Kars
trunk-railway connecting European and Asian
railway systems is under construction.

New Tourism and Visa Policy

Azerbaijan in 39th place among 148
countries in tourism competitiveness
indicators, according to Azerbaijan's Center
for Economic and Social Development. The
country had the world's fastest-developing
travel and tourism economy (a 46.1-percent
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On May 28. 1918 the first parliamentary
acy in the Muslim East the Azerbaijan
atic Republic was founded. and July
9th.1919 was the day of the decree of the
aijan Democratic Republic that created
Vs forcign ministry and laid the
foundations forits diplomatic service.
Despite facing grave internal and external
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As the successor of the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic. the Republic of Azerbaijan restored
its independence in 1991 The difficultics
faced by the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic.
including Armenia's territorial claims and war
against Azerbaijan. geopolitical intrigues. the
socio-cconomic problems engulfed the
Republic of Azerbaijan

Azerhaijan-The First Parliamentary
Democracy in Muslim East

challenges arising from the collapse of an
cmpire. the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic
succeeded in setting effective state
institutions. upholding the rights of its citizens
and gaining the trust of the international
community tated in the declaration of
independence.  cstablishment of  friendly
relations with all nations. especially
neighboring nations and states. was
determined as onc of the foreign policy
priorities of the republic. With better skills and
determination. Azerba dually gained
sympathy. support and recognition within the
regionand beyond.

The first major breakthrough in diplomatic
relations came when the parliamentary
delegation of Azerbaijan. headed by
Alimardan Topchubashov. went to Paris with
the main goal to gain international recognition
1 Democratic  Republic.
Members of the delegation to the Paris Peace
Conference impressed foreign dignitaries with
respect to their ideas of liberty. rights and
justice. Unanimous i i
independence of Azerb a
the Azerbaijani mission received an invitation
1o the Supreme Council of the Paris Peace
Conference.

Once recog; had been the

>

The policies pursued later by national leader
Heydar Aliyev developed a sense of national
identity by reviving our deep historical and
cultural memory. : :

conviction for preserving and strengthening

Ali Alizada
Ambassador of Azerbaijan

ble

our independence and statchood. He w
to conduct negotiations and in 1994 a ce
eement between Armenia and Azerbaija
was signed. Many international organizations
similar decision: solutions with
1o the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan
d the withdrawal of Armeni:

and d

government's focus shifted towards building a
competent diplomatic corps. In 1919, when
Azerbaijani diplomacy took its first steps.
diplomatic missions of 16 states functioned in
general consulates of the Azerbaijan
atic Republic were established  in
Turkey. Iran. Georgia. Ukraine. Armenia and
other countries. Moreover. the Azerbaijani
parliament adopted a law on the establishment
of diplomatic missions in other countrics. The
Bolshevik invasion of April 1920 putanend to
the independence of the ADR. The
establishment of Soviet power in Baku and t
overthrow of the Azerbaijan Democ
Republic in 1920 marked the end of an
independent Azerbaijani diplomatic service
for seven decades. but it did not mean the
complete extinction of the nation's diplomatic
tradition or experience

troops from the occupied lands. The ~“Contract
of the Century™ was signed in 1994, which
cl cd the total land: ¢ of the South
“aucasus Region in terms of national and
regional sccurity. economic integ
political connectivity and above all social
advancement. It was a big success of the
foreign policy efforts of Azerbaijan

Today the Republic of Azerbaijan under the
leadership of President TTham Aliyey brings
into the reality the aspirations and ideals of the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. Over the
past 15 years. Azerbaijan's economy has
grown by 300 percent. Poverty and
unemployment have sharply diminished. with
measures of both now standing under five
percent. Azerbaijan has a very low forcign
deb ound 17 percent of our GDP and our
reserves are bigger than forcign debt five
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times. In the Doing Business 2019 report.
Azetbaijan climbed 32 spots and ranked 25th
among 190 countries. This is one of the most
successful and greatest achievements in the
history of the Doing Business rating.

In 2011. Azerbaijan was clected as a non-
permanent member of UN Sccurity Council
for the next two vears. Within these two years.
the country actively participated in the
meetings of the Security Council and during
Azerbaijan's chairmanship of one month 29
meetings were held and three resolutions were
adopted. Duc to its independent and balanced
foreign policy Azerbaijan has not joined any
military-political bloc and merely focused on
beneficial cooperation with all countries.
Today Azerbaijan as a relatively new
independent country plays animportant role in
building bridges between Europe and Asia. has
developed friendly ties with various
American. African countries as well

Strengthening relations with Pakistan was
always one of the main priorities of the foreign
policy of Azerbaijan. The two countries have
always cnjoyed friendly and brotherly
relations. which originate from our common
moral values and are on a steady upward
trajectory. Azerbaijan and Pakistan are bound
strong friendship and strategic
partnership. The relations between our two

states demonstrate a rare example of solidarity
We are grateful to Pakistan's stand on the
N no-Karabakh conflict. Azerbaijan also
always stand with and supports Pakistan in all

U and remains  committed (o further

strengthening a cepening rela
At the moment. diplomatic missions of
Azerbaijan are operating in more than 70
countries. as well as in Pakistan. As it marks
the 100th anniversary of its founding,
Azerbaijan's diplomatic service and the
foreign ministry of the country remain a work
in progress. shaped by the past and by the
country's national leadership but also by a
tion that Azerbaijan will play an
r role in the world and that its
diplomats will have a key place in that
demanding work
If the founders of the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic were alive. they would have been
proudof today's Republic of Azerbaijan and its
diplomatic cfforts.
As was said by Hey
independence is e
diplomatic service
Azerbaijanand its employees arc always ready
1o fulfill the goals put forward to them in front
of them for the good of restoring
internationally recognized territorial integrity.
and strengthening the independence. peace
and prosperity of Azerbaijan.
The writer is the ambassador of the Republic
of Azerbaijan 09 June 2019
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