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The Gobystan Reserve

Cabystan 16 s geographical atoa (no thi sasl o Azer
bonded by the  Cosplon Sea, al sixly kilomatros souil L;Ijn‘l!l“lun l:l‘l
of thie (ewnshig called Cobiystan, (here are thees mountaing . coveret
I.ll" Boyukidash, K tock
wharg ou sncestors lived. wore® discavered among (hg rocks and stopes scatfer
abcut the tervitery  of  thesd . mountal et I?Lll also  inchady lll‘;whun‘nl. 1.1'2’-
ces with ihair cemaine, the gettlemonts: of the subsequont poricds and the  remai)
ol 1he siructures and  oiher bisterical monuments: In the Stone Age the summils
ol Uhese mounioins wore used as trope lop te bunt ol snelent bulls, while o the
Bromee Age ihey played he role. ol the magnificent stronghold. The complex ol
thesa; mountaing make ufp an open-alr  musoum’ In spite of  seemingly dry  and
point outward appoarance’ ol “the nature,. Oobystan an the past was rich ‘in {asno and
fiora, characlorkslic  of  the. savanna. . The primilive peopld  wore ottscled | by
& grool number of eatile hoeds, os the objecting. As early as in the Middle Stone
[Mesolithie| Age, in the sheltors among the rock of Gobydtan ey sel up camps,
lwed  on huntthg lor animals U the nearhy aees,  gathering edible. froll - and
plante. A tha millinia went by, life was changing oo, other lime periods came
and weni, the historical epochs succesded ope another, chonging Ahe woy of cul-
tural’ siandards, The ‘changes  (oond thidy  relfection in the rock eogravings of
Gobyslan, aince  they, belng the 0 ltual  rolics, piled
up the culiural siraia of ancient. sites, Therefore the colleciion of the wanderful
petroglyphe and  the srea of Boyukdash, Kichidash and Djinglrdash  Jaryly-tope,
rich in - warious  historico-atchoelogical  monuments was  declared o be the  His.
rorico-artiitical  resorve according 1o the o decres of the Councll of  Minksters
al thi Azerbaljan S5R frolrom: since Saplomber O, 1066,

In the mountains of Beyukdesh  and “Kichikdosh on ibe slones of (ke 1ock

waslern part;
At - wieinlly
with sfonss.

Witigdom, the relict of ‘the primitive art. | e the ancient petroglyphic drowings
charm the visitors with the reality of  cxpression pover In tho' ki
lence of tha rocks as |0 you hear ihe volc fuel dhe breathing of primitive
oien Looking ey the: rock eagrovings, you transfer yoursell o the Middle Stone
| 1] " gol ) with heé way ol lilv. occupalion, attire of “the
poopla ol Ihal | proy, These alono chronicles marrating - aboul disiani millenia,

are valuable bistorical sources

Carved - on thie rocks of Cobyslan Where are monly | tepresentations ol peop-
fo and animaly: The hollow |n Ui rocks haws with the hands ol our ancestors, tho
Inoga for iying up ihe animals symbols ond  brands, iraces of the fesi ou the
stonb, the altar cot in tha rock and olbier relics tell us tales of the remoln pakt

The toprisentations of people occur, manly, on o the wally of e anciend
sites. Tha oldest of  ihem, with fronl and  alde view 1epressnl primitive hupts-
sy dnd sacredl woman-the mother, as symbol of procrention of (he human race;
oy are carvid in the shope ol ihe tevorse basreliel,

e men of the  Mesolithin porlod: aro tall, ke ealves ol the! logy ure
Bulging, they are urmod with'a bow and clad in. the lointloth, These drawings have
immoitalized  the momory. ol e men who distinguished Themsgives in o hunling
andl labour, sk well &s the elders of ihe iribe. The women are dopicied as having
full heeasts and Al hips. they ropresest the symbols ol worshipping tbe mot-
par-continser of the kin, the keeper of the sacred heatth

The ropresestations of (he ahimals give us some follons abuul U animal
Kingdom exlsling (n this tertiory  before thae 10th-13h  millenda W, © They
portay  the ully henk, now . Jecpards, dogs, loxes, oic. Thete: are womie drawings
fiahiis, snakes, lizzards, lnspcu

The oldssi of - th
symmairical manner, the

baecjuent ones. arg execuled in omaro tenlistic  ami
oquent ones are shown by, schematic {ines. Tho roason
of this realinm shoubd be considored as an evidence thal the ancient dwellors of Cobystan
kenow! Iile prrfectly well, thoy checkod the animal ”“T hunted for, stiedled iheir naturs
anid bahavior, The scenes depicting tha only stallion in the herd, the lioas AEvOuring E::
at the front shie, Use pletures of grozing or drinking bulls, the dogs chaiy after tha i
{hin running deer, Tighting bulls, goats; the bull, lallen inio & lrap,— all thiso are percolved
s 0 picturesque plane, croated oA result of the wondedul power observalion
af e ancien dwellers of Gobyston L
The amount of (B onclen) deawings on i stone sjobs ol Gobyatan s nol
s grest as ‘compared with some collections of ancient-drawings found ielaewhn e
The  rock engravings  of Gobyatan, ‘however, -are upigue in thelr subject varsa
lonol | executl and. 1| ‘tange. This chronicle of the
ages In atone’ (olls us aboul the roots of the graphic arl of Azcrballan
w| wcene of the ‘yally' dan shows: the origin ol (e theatrical and. bal:
|oi afis. The depiction’ of boats estify Voo ihe fact that  ship-baillding In Go-




bystan | the oldist in the world: Thix stone \smbouring, which hes come down 1o
tie day, was | uied. by our sncesiors. % o musical  natramant, ‘gavala’, thus  con-
lirming ihelr scquaintance with The ancient dwellors of Gobyystan - porfor-
med - the  fesilve “processions o Cyally’ dance do the sounds of (ifs sione
The ‘yally' dance” was @ ritual, by I iho huriters acquited tho habited b switls-
pessand  gladnchness. . necossary. for hunting, they  iramed bunting skills  and
movements: Thouph s dance les  sebiequeriily  jost its ariginal - moaning  and
.Imra:ilr I s atill - existing: dn the lile of *the  Azorba)jantans as o lar an-
= [y MR .

Gahystan can Iui-called & stone ook of the: Stone Age: one of the youngest mo.
numments of this book is a Roman inscription cut i Latin, which s 1990 yeain ald,

The rock engravings: ol | Gobvstan were  lirst discoversd |n 930 by e
aldest architost, ‘now. the late Iskhak Djalfarzade. Due to. his effors drom. 1940
iU 1965 over 3,500 ancient petroglyphs con’ 750 rock laces have bécome known
10 the science. The main data on (he deciphering tha rock engravings of Gobystan,
specilying the date and purpose of their execution, a8’ well as Lhe economic life,
Aabour implemems, ways ol hunling, cultural and il system, world oulleck,
fraditions and’ customs. hove become nccessible die fa (he participation ol e
outhor of this " articla. and F: M. Muradovs, Candidate of | Scioncos [History|,
Up to the present. aboul 6000 anclent petroglyphili drawings have been found
- Goliystan. - These rock engravings carved ' n the. sofi lime-sione, are, however,
only. part ol all the pages of Lhik stone booksthe old legend of lile, which were
Bequeaihid 10 s by the artisis of that Hmes Cly S0 por cent of thom have been
prosarved, tha | resi were wished off by the locrenls of raging - storms, offaced
wilh lime-stones, weres blown away, broke ofl by dayers and: have come down to (hi
present limed 40 such condillon. Some. part remained  under  the  cdltaral sirata,
formed under the anclen) sites d séttlemens,  The Gobrystan pelraglyphs-- rock
Rraphic  scripts —were cut b Primitive artisls ol the * drawing, executed
inthe syueime fechniqoe, e using cutting and dyes. made Ircm. tha mixiure of
natural chre and {ai The iraces of ochre often Tound in archaslogical excavations. The
artisty provably Tilled (he drowings hewn' in (he rocks with paints: Heing exposed 1o e
opei-ale dutlng: thousands of years thesa drawings have boon fodt

The drchaciogical excavations. have been conducted i Gobystan, | = on lhe
sites. ‘Ana . zaga’. “Ovchular zapasy', | “Chardag . zaposy “Kyanka',  “Okyuz-
bar',  "Dash’ o abty", - “Kaya arasy’ Flruz'',  “Shongar’, "Djeiranlar’, | (o
the' selilements ' “Heyukdash', o “Chopmaly" and in more. than 30 bar-
rows. AR a resull, ihe archacological fund ol the musetm ol the Cob
has' received over 53000 rempals of materil cullure-nrchaclogical  fimds,
include Ihiny,  pelinles and Jabour lools, arrow heads, made of  bone, . weapons
made ol . bronge, clay  vessely, made  of various malertals, otc  The  |ools
made ol flint mainly include sharp points 6 microsized: type,  gear-wheels in
assembly  having peometrical shape: ke frjangle, the segment, the trapezoid; gro-
omers, awls. culting |ools, chisel, etc. Thoy are masde [rom knife-shaped  hlades.
blades chipped off the stone Kernels,

Impact Apols fop sock 28, grales [or thrsh eillble roots, and
coteal grains, hammers, addices and other kinds of Jarge-sized tools were prodoced
from  pebl Hones: were used Jor making tools for weaving, fishing nets, har-
poon, tools lor pobished leatber, awls se,

The resulls of archacological  excavations  dons i Gobystan, show  the
Mesolithic and  Neolithie | peniods, the inhabitants ol these area ihe  assembled
tools: they were enpaged. tn hunting and  (ishing, The anthiopological  strociare of
the Ruman crania from fhe butlal mound ol the late. Mesolithic perbod,  found
on the "Finm' side supporis the idea that the people populated  Gobystan wers
the ol the day A . I

The animake in Gobysian  became domestic in the MNeolithic period. During
this perind lhe anclent Gobystanians coubd lashion cloy vessels, began 1o navi:
pale ships; which they. bulll. thamesives, This s confirmed by the drawings: of
buodls, hewn on il rocks of C‘lb"lllt{. 1t s not acchdental that & lamous Norweglan
sealarer and sclentist Thor Heyerdahl.made & specinl trip (o (Gobystan 1o sea 1he
drawingd of the bools. In SGobystan, he saw Ihe drawings of the ships of the “Tigre
typa, bl from thie roed: sczaped ol the tred trunk and he b, s well a8 IhL:
depietions | ol busketshaped ships: He wis alio i the
{inds. 1n Nl opinion, everytiing he saw i Golrystan, Jenves fae balilnd the evidence found
iy himobe literature, He also admitted Mt unlike other places, i i Gobystan, thal b
waw fo the firs] Hime the sun on the manest. Having defined Gobystan as dne ol thi oldest
centres of highly-devoloped culliire Thor Hiyerdahl haped that the Azerbaijantan seion:
lizts would be able lo uncover the mysferios of ihis cullure;

Gobivatan ik the land of lairy-tale mysicries. Their diselosure & very Important
for the stusdies of Ui history of ancient Azerbaljon
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L aBOIVIAL R AAFBIHBIH [YKAPK COUM CARBCHMHAR «OBAAH AT MASCBRHBCH
LE, @, Vi1 MMHMIHE)
1 B0V AL AAFBIHBIH KOPYHYLLY
Y wlAdpifibl TENSW0D 7 HeQd DALLLA MATAT WEKWNNETH
4 AMA TAFALLA o[DNM PECCAMBH NAHHOCYS
5. EPKEH 08 AHLM MAPANNAP
b BBIYKAALLLIAFY 3% NE-MH OALIAA TEAWM « AN PETCH
7. aBAIYKAAL S AATBIHLIN JYXAPL CONMCHHLE <JAN ks FEICH
B, OHYINDP MAFAPACHIHAA T3 TECAMPIEPM
9. aBEIVHAAL QAP IYKAPE CEBKH CAhBCHHAD « EAAW HOIDN MATAFACH
10, TEJMM ALAM TECHHPNEPW
11, «BOIYKAALL AAFBHEH [YXAPN CBHW CARBCHHAS OB CahHBCH
12, OBMYNAP MAFAPACHHIA ANl B8 NPODHILEH A LN TOCEWF ISP
15 BHYINGP MAFAPACHIHAA @ANAHSTE YIPAMBIL FAILIN B2 F8jHM BHYY TOC-
AMPIDPK
14, SERIYROALL AAFL JYXAPE CEHW CARBCHHABNN «OBUYNAR JAFACKIRHAA KyP
CYPYCY
15, «BEIYHAAL DATHHBIH ALIATD CEHM CARBCHHASD SMM OKYI TACHMPH
L WBBIYHAMLL JAFGl 1Y XAPD COHW CARBCHHAR QALLLA BKYI TBCBHPW [Ea. VII
MAHMITR
PT. aBRIYHIALL AATH IYXARL COHW CARBCHMHOE +OBUYNAR IAFAChiHAA 08
CahHBCH
16, «BEUYKAMLS [AFL AWIATH CEKH n,u.aCmma 13 M-l ,\'J.Au.l TARFHHLBH K
E 8 VvY HE AW HEYM
19, WBOIYKAAL AAFEl ALWAFE COKH CARBTHHAS 10 NN J!ALIJ YIGPHHAD E. B
IV—111 MHHMITIAIS AL KESH LWBKITWY
20, BRAMNSLLLHPHAMMLL hEIBAH TEICEHPIIEPW
W aMHYHKAAL AATH CARBCHHAS 4BNE-IIH QAWM KSMH TSCARFNEM (E &
V=V MAHHNNMNGR)
T2 «BEIVIIALLS JLAFB ALIATE CONM CARBCHHAES Bie- e AALL YISFWHAS TAMBIL-
AAH TBAMM KSMH TSCEWFNEIM
20 SOBUYNAP JAFACEH DAL AOBPY AYILBPKSCHHAS  AFKEONOHM FAIBHTE HBTH:
MBCHH/1E ¥ 38 YbIXMBIL T AIA LA ~HOBAHEIH MTIB OBY. CORHGCH (HEONWT 168FY)
4. FOPHED BALL KEIMMITA ALAM
25, APXEQNOWH [ ATWHTLINAF HBTHYBCHHLE SAAS EANNEH CHIAR HYMYHSNEF
(TYHY geary)
26, FYUL 19CBHPH
27, TYPHCTIGP AHA JAFALA )
M. «EOIYHOAALLS JATK ALLAFE COKM CARGCHHASHK FBANM MYCHIH ANSTH —
al ABANA AL
7. TOBYCTAHLIH [SPHES [LALINAFGHL AN
30. TOBYCTAHA WP KYH SOXNY TYPHCT KSHe
M. FOBYCTAHBM [BPHES AALINAPLIMOAH
12 aBBIYHAAL AATBHAA [ALAA «UDEIHS -
A AHA JAFALA [AMLIM TOCAMPH
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AHHOTALIME K PHCYHKAM

1. OENOWMKA ICTP. WIOEPAMEMME «BOJIBPALIEHWE C OXOTwis THEROKAAL
BEPX.TEPPACA, VII1 THICRYHMETHE 0O M, 3

1. BHA FOPul BEROKAALL

3. MIDES AMEHME ONEHR HA HIbUTbI-TETE, KAMENG M §

& NEWEPA sAHA-JATAw MAHHD [APEBHMX PHCYHHOR.

& HIOHEPAMEHWE « ONEHR M ONEHHAXH=

REDK AL BEPX, TEPF. M 39,

7. MIOBF AMEHME APEOHETD TAHLIA «RNMble [, GEKOKAALL BEPX, TEPP

K MIOEPAMEHMA JEBYLUEK —MELLEFA «ORIOINAPS T BEIOHAALLL BEPX.TEPP,

% MIOEPAMEHHA MEHWMH  «CEMb  HFACABELL [, BEIOKIALL BEPX. TERPR.

10, APEBHEE MIOEPAMEHME MO AEA

11, CUEHA OXOTbl I BEMOKAALL BEFX, TEPF ;

12 MIOBPAMEHME WEHILMH W TAHLLA «ANMele B NEWEPE «DBUYNAPs [ BEIOH
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JALLBEPAHAR TEPFACA,
13, HIDBEPAMEHWA: sBblkks, «CLIEHA KOPABNEHPYLUEHWA B MELUEPE «OHKOINARW
I BEIOKAALL BEPX, TEPP.
4, ;!JOSPNMEME CTALD HYNAHOR B MELIEFE «OBYYNAPs I BEFOHAALL BEPX,
TEPP.
15, MIAOEPAMEHWA NEPBOBLITHOTO BbIMA T. BEROK AL, HWHH, TEPP.
16, HJDEI."EPH;FWE BbIKA (INOXA HEOMHTA) HAMEHE He 65 I BEROHAALL
BEPX. i
17, HIOEPAMEHHE OXOTH B OXOTHHYLER NEWERE.
16. MIOEPAMEHME KO3INOE ¥ ThiC. A0 H. 3. rEEIOII,Eu\nJ MMM, TERP, K. Mo 13
19. MBOBPAMEHME KOJNA IV-II] TEIC. 1O H. 3. [, BEIOKIALL HHWH. TEPP.K: Me 10
20, HICEPAMEHME O AOMALWHEHHOMD MHBOTHOO . BEKOKQALL BEPX.TEPP,
21, HIOERAKEHME NOAKH VII-VI THIC, 00 H. 3, I KHYHKOAL, K N’ I!.
22 MIOEPAMEHWE APEBHMX NOOOK, I BEIOKAALL HMMH, TEPP.
23, HIOEPAMEHME CLEHGI OXOTh HA KABAHA C COBAHOW {SDOX.A HEO}!HD\}.
HARYMEHHAR MNOCAE APXEONOTHUECKHX PACKONOK
24, MIOBPAMEHME YENOBEKA C FONOBHLIM YBOPOM
25, BPOHIOROE OFYMME M3 APXEONOTMMECHOTO PACHONA
26, MIDEPAMEHHE M
27. TYPCThI B MELLEPE wAHA JATA
8. p.?iarmﬁ mv:unmhlb\ HHCTPYMEHT TOBYCTAHA KAMEMB-BYSEH T ABATIALLL

. nPuHYJ]HHma KAMEHB I'DSVC'*HI*

30, TYPHCTRI B TOBYCTAHE

31 NPAHYANMBEIA KAMEHS B TOBYCTAHE

31. FOBYCTAHCKME COTH B KAMHE

33, MIDEPAMEHHE MEHLLIWHG — NELLEFA yAHA-JATA | OENOMWHA NOCENHER CTPA-
HHLIW).
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