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Cafergulu Namaz oglu RUstemov 5 mart
1926-ci il tarixinde Azerbaycan Respub-
likasimin Qazax ravonunun Dag Salahh
kendinde anadan olmusdur.

Sado, tovazdkar, omoya qursanmis insan
va tadqigatg! alim haqqinda damismaq atindir.

Cofarqulu Rilstamov ilk elmi fealiy-
yoting Azgrbaycan Milli Elmler Akademi-
yast Tarix institutunun Paleolit-arxeoloji
ekspedisiyasinda baslamigdir. Paleolit dov-
nindsn orta asrlara qader aid edilon bir gox
arxeoloji abidalarin qazints va tadgiqatinda
igtirak etmisdir.

Qobustan qayaiishi tesvirlarini ilk dafe
agkar etmig vo-diinyaya tanitmis arxeoloq,
atim Isxak Cefoerzadenin isini, Qobustan
tesvirlarinin todqiquni Cofarqulu Riiste-
mov davam etdirmigdir. O, Qobustan arxe-
oloji ekspedisiyasimin roisi olaraq Gmur-
glin yoldas xanim Firuze Muradova ila bir-
likds 1965-ci ilden hayatimn son giiniina-
dak Qobustan erazisinde arxeoloji gazmn-
tilar ve tadqigatlar aparmis, bu erazids bii-
tiln gayalari gang-garig Syrenerek yeni abi-
delar, tesvirlor askar etmisdir.

Qobustan tadqiqatgiianmn amoyi hador
getmomisdir. 1966-c1 ildo Azarbaycan
dovlati Kigikday, Boyiikdas ve Cingirdad-
Yazlitepa orazilerinda gayalistii tasvir-
larinin zenginlivini, shemiyyetini nezers
alaraq onlann tedqiqi ve milhafizesinin
miitasekkil surstds temin olunmas meagse-
di ile Qobustan Davlat tarixi-badin gorugu
yaratmisdir. Cafarqulu Ristamov qorugun
ilk direktoru olmus va 1976-c1 iladek bu
vazifods ¢ahismisdir.

Cafarqulu Riistamov bitdn dmiirind
Qobustan abidelarinin, gayalstii resmlarin,
medani irsimizin tedqiqine, qorunmasing
va tabligino hasr etmisdir. Onun zshmati
noticosinde Qobustan gorudunun yaxin-
lifinda yerlesen S$ixqaya ve Songar
daglarinin arazisinda Gst paleolit, neolit va
eneolit dovrlerine, orta asrlors aid ylzlerca
gavatistil tasvirler, qedim yasayis mesken-
lar, kurganiar askar edilmis ve ddviet

Jafargulu Namaz oghlu Rustamov was
born in Dash Salahli village of Gazakh region
of the Azerbaijan Republic on March 3, 1926.

It is hard to talk about this simple, mod-
est and diligent personality, researcher and
scientist.

Jafargulu Rustamov started his scientific
activity with the Palaeolithic-Archeological
Expedition of the History Institute of the
Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences.
He took part in the digging and study of nume-
rous archeological monuments dating from
the Palaeolith Era up to the Middle Ages.

1t was Jafargulu Rustamov who contin-
ued the work of archeologist Ishag Jafar-
zade, who first discovered Gobustan on-
rock drawings and made them famous all
over the world, He also carmied out the study
of Gobustan drawings, Heading the Gobus-
tan Archeological Expedition, he carried out
archeological diggings and researches in
Gobustan and discovered new monuments
and drawings having studied all the rocks in
this area in detail together with Mrs. Firuza
Muradova, his wife, from 1965 till the very
last days of his life.

The Gobustan researchers did not work
in vain. Taking into consideration the
importance of the rich on-rock drawings in
Kichikdash, Boyukdash and Jingirdagh-
Yazilitepe territories, the Gobustan State
Historical-Artistic Reserve was created by
the Azerbaijan Republic in order tc provide
the organized study and protection of these
drawings. Jafargulu Rustamov became the
first director of the Reserve and remained
in this position till 1976.

Jafargulu Rustamov devoted his entire life
to the study, protection and populanization of
the Gobustan monuments, on-rock drawings
and our cultural heritage. It was due to his
hard work that hunderds of on-rock draw-
ings, ancient settlements and burial mounds
dating back to Upper Palacolith, Neolith and
Enelolith Eras and Middle ages in the territo-
ry of Shikhgaya and Shongar Mountains clo-



miihafizasing gotiiriilmmisdiir.

Cafarqulu Riistamov 100-dan artiq
maqgalenin, kitabg¢a, bukletin, "Qobustan
diinyas1” ve 3 cildlik "Qobustan petroglif-
lon” elmi asorlenn mioallifidir. O, "Qobus-
tan gayaiistli tesvirleri (Kigikdas)" mono-
grafik eserini ise hazirlamig ve saghfinda
¢ap etdirmeak ona gismat olmamisdir. Bu
menografiya xXeyriyyegi destoyini gozie-
mokdadir.

Hoer zaman nadir tarix-sanat abidesi
olan Qobustam diigiinen, onun tanidid-
masiu sexsi maraglanindan Ostiin tutan ve
mehz bu sabebden sadalanan ¢oxsayli elmi
asorler yazan - Coforqulu musllimi elmi
deracalar vo titullar diglindiirmsyib. O,
yaddaglarda tavazikar va bdyiik tedqiqate
kimi galacaqgdir. :

Cafarqulu Rilstemov hize medeni irsi-
mizi sevmayi ve qorumag: dvretdi. Bizim
borcumuz onun vatons olan mahobbatini
garsidan galon nesils ¢atdirmaqdir.

Azarbaycamin meadoani irsinin gorun-
masina, bu kitabin ingilis diline ¢evrilmasi
va ¢ap olunmasina gdstardiyi dastaye gore
BP sirketinin Bak cfisina darin tesakkiri-
miizil bildiririk.

Rizvan Bayramev

se to the Gobustan Reserve were discovered
and put under state protection,

Jafargulu Rustamov is the author of mare
than a 100 articles and booklets, scientific
works as "Gobustan Dunyasi” (World of Go-
bustan) and 3-volume "Gobustan Petrogliphs”.
He wrote the monographical work of
"Gobustan On-rock Drawings (Kichikdash)”,
but didn't have a chance to publish it during his
life time. This monographtcal work is waiting
for a philantrophic support.

Jafargulu Rustamov who was constantly
thinking about the rare historical-documentary
monument Gobustan and who prefered its
popularization to his personal interests and for
that reason only wrote the above mentioned
scientific works never thought about scientific
degrees and titles. He will always rematn as a
modest and great researcher in minds.

Jafargulu Rustamov taught us to love
and preserve our cultural heritage. Our duty
is to pass his love for his country to the
future generations.

We express our deepest gratitute to BP
Baku office far their support to preserve the
cultural heritage of Azerbarjan and to trans-
late this book into English and publish it,

Rizvan Bayramov
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GiRiS

Azarbaycan insan yaranandan bu
giinedak baser tariximin biitiin dovrle-
rine aid tarixi-arxeoloji abidolarle ze-
ngin bir ikadir. N

Azix magarasindan arxeoloji qazin-
tilarla agkara ¢ixarilmis dasdan smek
alotlorinin arxeoloji-elmi todqiqi gis-
termisdir ki, insanlar hala bir milyon il-
den gox bundan avval burada, Qurugay
darosinds moskan salib yasanuslar,

Demeli, Azorbaycan dilnyada insa-
mn ilk yaranma ocaglanndan biridir.
Azorbaycan torpal o vaxidan ¢OX-gox
evval de, sonrak biitiin tarixi dévrlarda
de insanmn yasamasi iigiin lazimi goraite
- millayim tebiete, zongin bitki drtiiyiine
malik olmus, burada ibtidai insanlann
ovlamas: {iciin miixtalif vehsi heyvan
slirtileri dolagmugch (2). Bu sababden de
Azorbaycan orazisinde das ddvriiniin
biitlin merhalslorine aid diisergelar,
sonrak: neolit, eneolit, tunc, damir, antik
dévrlere aid yasayig yerlari, galalar, so-
hor galigtan, memarhq abidelari, eloce
de gedim qayalistii tosvirler vo s. kimi
tarixi-arxeoloji abidalerin coxlugu toac-
¢ciib dogurmur, Ona géro do tamnmus ar-
xeoloq alimler Azoarbaycan torpagin: ye-
ralti muzey adlandirmgiar,

Veten torpaginda estlar boyu sax-
lanmug her bir tarixi-arxeoloji abido ba-
balarimizin tarix boyu vasayist, yara-
diciligs, hoyat torzi ve gedim made-
niyyati, onun inkisaf merholalarini,
diinyagorisl vo dini tesevvirlerini &y-
renmek (cln giymetsiz tarixi eser,
maddi menbadir. Ulu babalaritmzin ne-
fasinin qoxusu gelon bele abidsler
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(INTRODUCTION

Azerbaijan is a country rich with histor-
ical and archeological monuments related
to any period of mankind history since ori-
gins of a human being till nowadays.

The scientific anzlysis made on
stone implements discovered in archeo-
logical excavations of the Azykh Cave
showed that more than one million
years ago people set up settlements
here, in the valley of Guruchay.

Therefore, Azerbaijan is one of the
first origins of a human being In the
world. Even earlier than that time, as well
as in any other historical periods the land
of Azetbaijan provided appropriate living
conditions for the prehistoric men, such
as moderate nature, rich and diverse
plants, herds of varicus wild animals on
pastures as hunting targets. For this rea-
son, such a big amount of historical and
archeological monuments like camps,
remains of cities, architect monuments
and on-rock drawings etc., related to all
periods of the Stone Age on the terntory
of Azerbaijan, the settlements belonging
to the following Neolith, Eneolith,
Bronze and Iron Ages, and antic periods,
is not surprising. This is why the land of
Azerbaijan is called by prominent arche-
ologists 'an underground museum.’

Any historical "and archeological
monument which has remained through
the ages in the ground of our homeland is
a priceless historical piece of arts, corpo-
real source, from which we can learn liv-
ing customs, arts, way of life and ancient
culture, its development stages, ideology
and religious outlooks of our ancestors.



kompleksinin biri do Qobustanda sax-
lanrmigdir,

Qafqaz daglarinun cenub-qarb atok-
lori ila Kaspi donizi arasindaki 100 km-
9 gador diametra malik, ¢oxlu gedim
cay yataglar ve yarganlarla (qobularla)
kesilen yanmsehra dagetoyi bdyiik cog-
rafi rayon Qobustan adlanir. Qobustan
sbzi gobular olan yer, gobular Slkasi
ManAsn1 verir.

Qobustanin yer sothi girintili-¢1xin-
tilhdir. Qobustanda hiindiirlliyii 600-700
metrs ¢atan, {izeri shongdas1 lay1 ile
értiili qayaliglara malik daglar, tekto-
nik galxmalar ve palgiq vuikanlarindan
ibarat yiiksokliklor var.

Qobustamin iglimi gox qurudur, yay:
goxX isti ve quraq, qist miilayim kecir.
Havasihin orta illik temperaturn 12-
14,5 deracadir. Zemanomizdo Qobus-
tamn batki &rifiyil ve heyvanat alomi ka-
sibdir. Qobustanda yalmiz yaz va payiz
yagislarindan sonra tebiot cana gelir,
orazi yagillasir. Agac ve ¢oxillik kollar,
asasen qayalar arasinda, kokleri sheng-
das1 laylarindan nom gétire bilacak
yerlerde bitir.

Qobustan sirli-sehrli bir diyar, qe-
dim qayaiistli tesvirloer ve ilk insan
disergeleri vo b. tarixi abidelorie zo-
ngin arxeoloji rayondur.

Bolke elo bu sebebdendir ki, son il-
lar Qobustan sozii dilden-dile gezir,
alimlorin, sayyahlarin ve tarixsevonle-
rin ziyaratgahina, metbuatda vo televi-
ziya ekraninda tariximiz hagqunda veri-
lislerin emblemine ¢evrilir.

Qobustanda gadim gayatistii tesvir-
larin varhifn elm alomine 1940-c1 illor-
den melum olmusdur. fk olaraq onun
axtarilmasi va todqiqi ile Azerbaycanin
qocaman arxeoloqu (1982-ci ilde

One of such complexes of monuments
which still retains the breath of our fore-
fathers was preserved in Gobustan.

A big geographic region covering,
the semi-desert between South-East
slopes of the Caucasus Mountains and
the Caspian Sea with diameter of 100
km, freaked with ancient river deposits
and canyons ('gobu'}, is named
Gobustan. The word 'Gobustan' means
the place where there's a lot of Gobu,

the land of Gobu.
The ground surface of Gobustan is

uneéven. In Gobustan there are moun-
tains covered with limestone layers and
reaching 600-700 meters, and other
ridges caused by tectonic movements
and mud volcanoes.

Climate is very dry in Gobustan, n
summer it is hot and droughty, in winter
- moderate. The average annual air tem-
perature is 12-14.5 degrees. Presently,
plant and animal life is very poor there.
In Gobustan, the nature comes to life and
the area covers with greens only after the
spring and autumn rains. Trees and
perenmial bushes grow generally between
the rocks, their roots going through lime-
stone layers towards the places where
they can collect some moisture.

Gobustan is a region rich with magic
and secrets, on-rock drawings, prehistotic
settlements and historical monuments.

Probably that's the reason why
Gobustan has turned into an object of
pilgrimage for scientists, travelers and
fans of history, an emblem of TV pro-
grams on history.

The existence of the ancient on-rock
drawings has become known to the sci-
entists since 1940,

First they were discovered and






diinyasi1 dayismis) [.M.Cafarzade
masgul oimus, Qobustanda Boylikdas,
Kigikdas daglar1 vo Cingirdag-Yazilh
topada 700-den gox qaya vo das Gzo-
rinde 3500-2 goder qayaiistil tesvir ve
msan alinin amoli olan yalaq, delms,
vaz qalify, isare, damga ve s. kimi abi-
delar askar edib oyranmigdir.

1965-ci ilden Qobustan abidelerinin
tedqiqi Qobustanda arxeoloji qazintilar
va gqadim gayaisti tesvirlerin axtarl-
masi g1 ile bu satirlerin miellifi ve
miusllifin hovat yoldagi, tarix elmleri
namizadi F.M Muradova masgul olur-
lar. 1967-ci ilden Qobustanda Boyiik-
das, Kigikdas, Cingirdag daglar ve Ya-
zih tope orazisinde Qobustan Dovlet
tarixi-badii gorugu yaradilmisdir. Ke-
cen 35 1l arzinde Qobustanda 20-dan
¢OX gayaaltt sifinacaq vo yasayis yerlo-
rinda, 40-dan ¢ox kurqanda arxeoloji
qazinti aparilmig, tizerinde godim ge-
killer ¢akilmis 300-o gader veni das ve
qaya agkar edilib qeyde alinnmgdir.

Apanlmis arxeoloji qazint1 va elmi
axtanglanm noticalori gostormisdir ki,
Qobustan abideleri Ust paleclitin so-
nunda eramizdan avvel XVII-XV mi-
nilliklerdan orta esrlere gadarki 15-20
minillik béylik bir tarixi dovrde yaran-
mis va bu dévr arzinda Qobustanda de-
mok olar ki, hayat dayanmayib, Ana-
zaga, Kenize, Ceyranlar, Firuz ve s. ki-
mi bir gox diisargoalorda tobii hadisalor-
l2 alagadar qisa middats kesilse da ye-
niden da-vam edib.

Bu gilin Azarbaycani diinyaya tam-
dan vasitolordan bin do Qobustanda
gosterilan tarixi dévr erzinde Azarlerin
babalart gqodim qobustanhlarin yarat-
diglart, onlarin hevat torzi, tosorritfat
hovau, dini ve diinyavi goériisleri, inca-
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researched by a veteran Azerbaijan arche-
ologist 1.M.Jafarzade {deceased in 1982),
who had found about 3500 on-rock draw-
ings and products of human activities,
writing remains, signs, stigmas €fc., on
more than 700 rocks and stone slabs on
the Boyukdash and Kichikdash Mountain
of Gobustan and Jingirdag-Y azili Hill.

In 1963, research of Gobustan mon-
uments, archeological excavations and
search of on-rock drawings was carned
out by the author of this book and his
spouse F.M.Muradova, Candidate of
Historic Sciences. Since 1967, the
Gobustan State Historic and Natural
Reserve has been established on the ter-
ritory of Boyukdash, Kichikdash,
Jingirdag Mountains and Yazili Hill.

In the past 35 years the archeological
gxcavations have been held in over 40
burial mounds on the area of more than
20 under-rock coves and settlerents,
up to 300 new rocks and slabs with
ancient drawings on them were discov-
ered and registered.

The results of the performed archeo-
logical excavations and scientific
researches showed that Gobustan mon-
uments were created during a big his-
toric period of time since the end of
Upper Paleclithic in XVIII-XV millen-
niums BC till the Middle Ages, and
during that period life in Gobustan
apparently has never stopped, in many
settlements like Anazagz, Kenize,
Jeyranlar, Firuz etc., it could have
stopped for short periods due to natural
causes, but then continued again,

Today, one of the means intreducing
Azerbaijan to the world is the complex of
historical and archeological monuments
of Gobustan which reflect like in a mirror



sonati ve biitiin bunlann inkisaf yollari-
m oziindo gilizgil kimi ks etdiran Qo-
bustamin  tarixi-arxeoloji abideleri
kompleksidir. Bu baximdan Qobustani
Bziinomexsus xlsusiyyatlerine-abids-
lerdnin gox boyik tarixi dovr gergive-
ginde yaranmasi, mivzu mixtalifliyi,
_reallif ve biitiin bunlarin 2-3 km aras:
-olan iki ki¢ik dagin arazisinde olmasina
glre agiq sema altinda zengin tarixi ar-
- xeoloji muzey adlandirmaq olar. For-
-malarina gbro Qobustan abidslerini iki
8sas qrupa ayirmag olar:
" 1,Qobustamin qedim qayatistii tos-
. virlari;
2. Qobustanda gadim insan diigorge-
leri ve bagqa tarixi abidaler.

1

the way of life, religious and mankind
outlooks, arts, agricultural activities and
other development stages of the forefa-
thers of the Azers in the mentioned peri-
od of time. From this point of view, due
to its unique features, such as huge peri-
od of creation of the monuments, diversi-
ty of topics, reality and the fact that all
this is placed between two mountains in
2-3  kilometers from each other,
Gobustan can be named a rich archeolog-
ical open-air muscum. The Gobustan
monuments ¢an be divided into 2 main
groups in accordance to their forms: 1.
ancient on-rock drawings in Gobustan; 2.
Ancient prehistoric settlements and other
historical monuments.






QOBUSTANIN Q2DIM
QAaYAUSTO TOSVIRLIRI

ANCIENT ON-ROCK
DRAWINGS (N GOBUSTAN






Insan cemiyyatinin yaziya qadsrki
gadim tarixini arasdirma iginde arxeolo-
11 qazintlarla slde edilmis maddi-made-
niyyot qaliqlan ile yanasi gedim tasvir-
ler de mithiim rol oynayir. Bu tip gadim
abidelar en ¢ox daglar ve gayalar iize-
rinde saxlanmigdir. Qodim tasvirlara gil
vo metal gablar vo sliimiik egyalar tizo-
rinde do rast gelinir. Qodim gayadstil
tesvir-lorin ¢oxlugu, diinyamn miixtehf
regionlarinda  yaytlmasi ve mdévzu

miixtalifliyi onlar xtisusi arxeoloji ted-

giqat obyektine ¢evirmisdir. Bunun ne-
ticesidir ki, artiq qayaiistii tosvirlors
hesr olunmus onlarca kitab, yiizlerle
maqale yazilimug, qayaiistii tes-virler ra-
dio ve televiziyada tez-tez gedon veri-
liglorin mévzusuna ¢evrilmigdir.

Tarixin sirlerini agmaq ugiin arxeo-
loji arxivin bir ndvii eolan qadim
gayaiistll tasvirlor elm alemina hels
XIX osrin ortalarindan mslumdur. Qs-
dim qayaiistii tesvirler asasen iki iisulla
- petrogliflar (daglar {izerinde naxig ag-
ma) va palitra ila {rengla) ¢okilmisdir.
Dag iizerinde gedim sekli (petroqlifi)
ilk dofe K.Qrevink 1848-ci ilde Onega
golii  sahilinde gormiisdii. Palitra tipli
gadim rengli sekil ise ilk defe kegsn
astin 70-ci illerinde ispaniyada Altami-
ra kandi yaxmhiginda Altamira magara-
sinda tapilmisdir.

XIX asrin sonlarndan kegnisin sa-
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Along with the remains of material
culture obtained on archeological exca-
vations while researching period of his-
tory of the mankind before the writing,
the ancient pictures have also played an
important role. This type of ancient
monuments remained mostly on rocks
and stone slabs, Ancient drawings have
also been met on clay and metal plate
and bony items. The big number of the
ancient drawings, their spread-out along
different geographical regions turned
them into the object of special archeo-
logical research. In tesult of this, up to
now there are dozens of books, hundreds
of articles written about on-rock draw-
ings, and these pictures have become a
popular topic on TV programs.

To discover the secrets of history the
on-rock drawings as some sort of archeo-
logical archive became known to the scien-
tific world since the 19th century. The
ancient on-rock drawings were uvsually
drawn in two methods: petroglyphs (orna-
ments on the rock) and palette (color). First
time the ancient drawing (petroglyph) on
the rock was noticed by K.Grevnik in 1848
on the shore of the Onega Lake. And the
colored drawing in palette style was first
found in the 70-s years of the last century
in Spain, in the Altamira Cave close to the
Village of Altamira.

Since the end of the [9th century the



hidi - arxeoloji material kimi gadim
qayaiistii tasvirlara maraq yaranir ve bu
sahoayo elmi maraq artir. Artiq zomane-
mize kimi diinyada biitin gitolerdo, bir
¢ox regionlarda hom palitra, ham da
petroglifler sek-linde qedim qayaiistii
tesvirler agkar edilib geyde alinmis ve
dyronilmisdir. Getdikce de godim
qavaiistii tosvirler, onlann saxlandif
magara ve arazilarin say1 artir.

Azoarbaycanda qayaiistil tesvirler ilk
dofs Qobustanda ve 1969-cu illorde
Abseron yanmadasinda 1970-c¢i ildo
Kalbacor rayonunda Naxctvanda Gami-
gayada son illerde ise Conubi Azor-
baycanda - Qaradag bolgesinde askar
edilib dyrenilmigdir,

Qadim qayaiistil tesvirler respubli-
kamizdan kenarda - Ukraynada Ka-
mennaya Mogilada, Dagistanda, Kare-
livada ve Onega golii etrafinda, Uralda
Kap magarasinda, Sibirdo, Zabaykalye-
da, Asagi Amurda ve Baykal gélii otra-
finda, Orta Asiyada, Giirciistanda,
Mongo-lustanda, Fransada, Italiyada |,
Afrikada, Skandinaviyada va s. agkar
edilmisdir.

Qayaiistil tesvirler tapilemg kenar
sahalerdaki kolleksiyalardan gekillarin
say1 Qobustandan ¢ox olanlan da var,
az olanlari da. Fransada Fon-de qom,
[spaniyada Altamira, Uralda Kap mag-
arasinda va s. yasca Qobustandan qo-
dim, yuxan paleolite aid sekillar da
var. Afrikada, Orta Asiya, Sibir, Mon-
golustan ve s. yerlerdeki kimi Qobus-
tanla yasi yaxin vo gec olan tasvirlor
kolleksiyalart da var. Gdstarilan basqa
kolleksiyalarda da (Qobustanda olan bir
¢ox gedim tesvirlarin oxsarlarint gér-
mak olar. Lakin basqa kolleksiyalarda-
ki qayaiistii tasvirlar her bl ayriliqda
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interest towards the on-rock drawings
appears and the scientific interest to this
area starts to grow. Up to present, in all
continents and numerous regions the
on-rock drawings performed in petro-
glyphs or palette style have been dis-
covered, registered and researched.
And the number caves and regions with
ancient drawings keeps growing.

In Azerbatjan, the on-rock drawings
first were discovered and researched in
Gobustan and in 1969 on the Absheron
peninsula in 1970 in Kalbajar District
on the Gemigaya Mountain in
Nakhchyvan in the recent years in the
South Azerbaijan, in Garadagh area.

Out of the borders of our republic the
ancient on-rock drawings were found in
Kamennaya Mogila in Ukraine,
Daghestan, around Onega Lake in
Kareliya, Kup Cavermn in Ural Mountains,
Siberia, Zabaykalye, around Lower
Amur River and Baykal Lake, Ceniral
Asia, Georgia, Mongolia France, Italy,
Africa, Scandinavia and so on.

There are collection of drawings big-
ger or smaller than the one in Gobustan.
In Fon-de-com mn France, Altamira in
Spain and Kup Cavern in Ural etc., there
are drawings which refer to the Upper
Paleolithic, that is they are older than the
ones in Gobustan. There are collections
of drawings in Africa, Central Asia,
Siberia and Mongolia which are of simi-
lar or younger age than Gobustan's. In the
mentioned collections there are ancient
drawings which show certain similarities
with Gobustan drawings. However,
while the on-rock drawings in the other
collections reflect some particular period




tarixi dovrlerden bir merhaloni oks et-
dirir, mijoyysn bir minillikde yaranmig-
sa, Qobustanin gay-aiistli tesvirleri vo
b. abidslar (qadim diisorgaler, yasayls
yerlari, defn abidelori va s.) arxeoloji
va etnografik adet-anenslari aks etdi-
ren abidalor kolleksiyas: tarixen yuxari
paleotit dovriinin sonundan orta asrlo-
ro gederki 15-20 min ilden ¢ox bir
dovrde yaranmis ve bu miiddatde Qo-
bustanda hsyatin fasilesiz davam et-
diyini gdsterir. Qobustanda sijjet baxi-
mindan yuxari paleolit ddvrii magarala-
rmdaki mamont, kergedan vo ya Afrika
dovo-qususunun tesvirleri yoxdur. La-

i kin Qobustanda hevyat olan dévrds, Qo-
bustan geraitinde yasayan, hatta Qobus-
tan geraitinde yasamasi mimkiin ol-
mayan qonsu odrazilards gdrdiiklori bir
sira ot yeyen ve ot yeysn heyvanlarin
da gokilleri ¢akilmisdir.

Qobustanda insan ve heyvan gokilleri
heg de hamisa tok, fordi olarag deyil, cox
vaxt miloyyen bir heyati sshnanin oksi
kimi verilmisdir, Olbette, bu va ya basqa
seklin vo ya sehnonin gaya tizerinde da-
giq na vaxt ¢cakilmesi, niya, ne magsed-
lo yaradilmas: ve onun izaht gayatisti
tosvirlori dyronen alim-arxeoloq garsi-
sinda duran asas problemtsrdondir.

Qobustan qayalarindaks qodim tos-
virlerin asas mévzusu insan ve heyvan
sokilleri, onlarin milnasibetindon ireli
golon hoyati sehnalerdir. [nsan tasvir-
len kigilar ve gadin, silahli-silahsiz, ov-
¢u, stivari, deniz¢i ve s. sokillerinden
ibaratdir. Qobustanda yuxart paleolitin
sonu ve mezolit dévrii liglin saciyysvi
- an goadim gekiller das ddvril diisarge-
lerinin divarlaninda {gayada) 6ndan ve
yandan siluet (k6lge) gorliinlsiindo, ba-
relyefin eksi kimi oyulmus gadin vo Ki-
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of history, Gobustan's collection of on-
rock drawings and other monuments
(ancient settlements, living areas, burial
places and other monuments depicting
archeological and ethnographical cus-
toms) historically refers to the period of
time starting from the end of the Upper
Paleolithic in XV-XX millenniums BC
till the Middle Ages, and during this pen-
od shows uninterruptible flow of life in
this period. In Gobustan, there are no
images of mammoths, or rhinoceros, or
African ostrich characteristic for the
caves of the Upper Paleolithic. But in the
period when life appeared in Gobustan
there are drawings of several herbivorous
and carnivorous animals which possibly
could or could not live in conditions of
Gobustan area, but could be seen in the
neighboring areas.

Human and animal drawings in
Gobustan are never depicted alone; on
the contrary, they oftenly reflect some
scene of their life. Naturally, the correct
date of any particular drawing or scene
were made on the rock, as well as why
and with what purpose they were made
and their interpretation are the main
problems for scientists and archeolo-
gists, studying the on-rock drawings.

The main topics of the ancient draw-
ings on the rocks of Gobustan are the
images of men and animals, and the
scenes coming out of their interrela-
tions, The images of people consist of
pictures of imen and women, armed and
un-armed, hunters, horseman, sailor
etc. The oldest pictures characteristic
for the end of Upper Paleolithic and
Mesolithic in Gobustan were made on
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si tasvirlari, gebilenin ovda vo emakds
ferglonmig kigilerinin ve naslin davam
etdirilmasinin gebile ocafmin basgisi
ananin portretloridic. Bu sokillar {qa-
din, ya kigi) gobils agsaqqalimn serefi-
no, onun ruhunu, simasim Slditkdsn
sonra da yasatmaq Ugiin, ona ehtiram
alameti olaraq gokilmigdir.

Qobustanda "Ana zaga", "Kenizs",
"Qayaarast”", "Ceyranlar" kimi godim in-
san diigergelorinda aparnilmis arxeoloji
gazintilarin noticeleri Bdyiikdag ve Ki-
¢ikdas daglar1 erazisinde heyatin Ust pa-
leolitin sonu, mezolit ddvriinin avvells-
rinden (e. 5. XIII-XI minillikden) bas-
landigms géstormisdir. Sonraki dévrlore
aid abidelarden Songardag szhosinde
"Songar” diigorgesi neolit, Cingirdag-
Yazilitopo, Sixqaya, eloco do Abseron
yarimadasinin qayalistii tasvirlari i1se
tunc va sonraki ddvrlerds yaranmugdir.

Qobustanda gedim gadm tesvirleri
xisusi digget calb edon mévzulardandir.
Qeyd edak ki, en gadim gadin tosvirlori
Kicikdas daginda "Qayaaras" vo "Cey-
ranlar" va Boyiikdas dafinda "Ana
zaga" ve "Kenize" kimi dag dovril diige-
rgolori-nin divarlarinda gekilmigdir. Bu-
radaki oyma gadin tesvirlor timumiyyot-
le yuxan paleolit dovrii qadin tosvirleri
va qadin heykalciklar: ilo oxsardir. "Ko-
nize" dilsergesindon tapilms, verli sha-
ngdasindan gadin fiqurunun oturacaq
hissasi, Ana-zagada 29 ndmrali dasda,
sag torafin asag hissesindaki ve bu kimi
qadin tosvirleri tekrar edir. Gostarilon
diusargolorden ve gostarilon tip qadin
tosvirlorinin dévriinden uzaglasdigea,
dovril deyismaye uygun, gadin tesvirlari
yeni-yeni forma alir, bazileri yay-oxla si-
laltlanmus, kisilorte barabor ovda istirak
edan qadinlary, bazilort bedeni gdzallik
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the walls (rocks) of the colony as front
or side-view (shadow) images, bas-
reliefs of males and females, images of
the men, excelled on hunting or at work
and continuators of the generation, por-
traits of mothers as hearth keepers of
the tribe. These drawings have been
made in honor of the old-timers {male
or female) of the tribe, to keep his or her
spirits after death as a sign of respect.
In the result of archeological exca-
vations in prehistoric colonies of
Gobustan, such as "Anazaga,"
"Kenize," "Gayaarasy," "Jeyranlar,"
revealed that life appeared here
between Boyukdash and Kichikdash
Mountains in the end of Upper
Paleolithic and beginning of Mezolithic
(XITI-XI millenniums BC). As for the
on-rock drawings in the monuments
related to the later periods "Shongar”
colony refers to Neolithic, and
Jingirdag-Yazilitepe, Shykhgaya as
well as the ones on the Absheron
Peninsula were created in the Copper
Age and the following periods.
Prehistoric women images attract
special attention. It's noteworthy that
the oldest women images were drawn
on the walls of the Stone Age settle-
ments "Gayaarasy”" and "Jeyranlar" at
Kichikdash Mountain and "Anazaga"
and "Kenize" at Boyukdash Mountain.
These female images in general have a
resemblance with the female images
and statuettes of the Upper Paleolithic.
The bottom part of the female figure,
made of local limestone, which has
been found at the "Kenize" settlement
repeats the right side of botiom part on







romzi kimi tatuirovka sayagi xetlorle bo-
zadilmis qadim oks etdinr.

Qadin tesvirlari ve qadmn fiqurlan-
nin yaranma sebebini alimlerin ¢oxu
mohsuldarliq remzi hesab edir vo ov-
sungulugla baglayirtar. Bize gdre bu
hele ¢ox qodim zamanlardan ibtidai in-
sanlann ananin avezedilmez maxlug,
fordleri diinyaya gatiran asl "Allah” he-
sab etmolori ile baglidit, Anaya, bose-
riyyatin yasamas: vo davamgisi sobeb-
karma perestis, onun ilahilesdirilmasi
tek ibtidai dévrda deyil, indi de bir ga-
nunauygunluga malikdir. Her birimizi
diinyaya bir miigeddas ana gotiribdir.
Kim yasindan asili olmayaraq ¢z anasi
qarsisinda  usaq deyil, onun varlifina
bag aymir? Axi, insan ugiin anadan hor-
matli, anadan ulu na var?

Qobustanda, elace de basga das
divrii abidalerinde de, gadin bir ndv
simvolik tesvir edilmisdir. Onlar ham
dnden, hem yandan goriinigds, ddsleri
va ombalar ¢ox gabarig, bag: ¢iximntiva-
1 ve qolsuz tesvir edilmiglor. Mslum
haqigatdir ki, gadin anadir, neslin dava-
metdiricisidir. Onun tasvirlarinin bu
ctir verilmesi gadinm analiq alametleri-
nin xisusi geyd edilmesi ilo alagedar-
dir. Ona gore do qadin tesvirlorinda
dés ve omba gabariq verilir.

Qadin tesvirleri ve hevkelciklorinin
yaranmasmi alimlerin ¢oxu bollug rom-
zi kimi izah edir ve ovsungulugla bag-
layib ilahilegdirirlor. Anaya perestis,
onun ilahilasdirilmasi tek ibtidai dévrda
deyil, indi do bir qanunauyZunluga ma-
likdir. Bizi 6z hiiceyralorinden yiiib, qa-
niny, nofesini vermokls yaradan ANA
sl Allabimuzdir. Hala diinyan: tam derk
etmemis usaq aclifa da, susuzluga vo ya
her hans! agri-oziyyete do "ANAI" q1s-
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the Stone No 29 and similar female
images.

The farther we go from the men-
tioned settlements and depicted types of
female images, the latters obtain new
forms, some of them armed with bows,
they participate in hunting together with
men, and some of them have tattoo-like
lines on their bodies as if decoration.

The reason of appearance of women
images and women figures is explained
by scientists as symbol of fertility and
witcheraft. In our opinion, this is relat-
ed to the fact that prehistoric people
since the very old times considered
mother as an irreplaceable creature, a
real God which brings people to the
world. Respect for mother as the one
who provides continuation and life of
the mankind, idohization takes place not
in prehistoric times only, but in these
days' legislation, too. We all have been
brought to this world by our mothers, Is
there anyone, regardless of age, who
does not remain a child for his/her
mother, does not worship her? Is there
anything more eternal for a human
being than mother?

In Gobustan as well as in other Stone
Age monuments, a woman was por-
trayed a kind of symbolically. Both in
front and sideways view they were
drawn with extremely exaggerated
breast and thighs, the body was without
hands. It's natural that woman is moth-
er, a continuator of generation. Such
representation of female images was
related to making stress on her mother-
ly features, that's why on these draw-
ings breast and thighs are given in



girmagqla etiraz edir. Ananmn gakilds si-
masini yaratmaga, heykelini diizalt-
moays deyer. Bunu, anaya perastisi,
edibler, edirik ve bizdon sonra da nesil-
bonasil edoceklor. Bu ilahi bir tolab, to-
bii ganunauygunlugdur. Insan bu ganu-
nauygunlugu cox tez, baseriyystin ya-
rand1§1 vaxtdan derk edib. Bir de insan-
da ilk giindon heyat esqi, yasamaq esqi
giiclii olub, indi da eladir. Insan bozeon
agir veziyyet ve dar giinds, hetta bagqa-
lan yaninda $liim istemesini bildirsa do
he¢ vaxt ureyinde hels yagayacafina
imidini itirmir, yasamag, yaratmaq is-
toyir. Bununla bele mnsan onu da yaxst
bilir ki, hoyatda daimi he¢ ne yoxdur. In-
sanin dogulub, yasayib, gocalib ve axir-
da 6lmas! labliddiir. O, he¢ vaxt 6zii ki-
mi, an 8ziz adaminin da, e¢lace da ana vo
atasimin da 6liiminii {irayina bela gotir-
mak istamir, Hatta oziz adamin (atasi,
anas) kimi) agir ve sagalmaz xestelikden
aylar ve illerle ezab ¢akdikden sonra
olon iigiin ozabdan cant qurtardi dess do,
onu yadindan gixara bilmir. Onu xatire-
lerindo yasadir, adim évladina vermakla
yasadir, soklini indiki dovrds cibinde,
evinin divarinda saxlayir, Biz hesab edi-
rik ki, qayalar lizarinds ¢ox goadim za-
manlarda ¢okilmis insan tesvirlerinin ds
osl ¢okilme mahiyystini ele bu sabeb-
den axtarmaq lazimdir.

1960-61-ci illorde Azoarbaycan EA
Tarix Tnstitutunun Qobustan arxeoloji
ekspedisiyasimin igtirakgist, 1965-ci il-
den raisi olmagla, 35 ilden ¢ox middat
orzinda Qobustanda apardigim biitiin ar-
xeoloji gazintl v tadgiqatlarin naticasi
bizo Qobustan qayalan zerinde ¢okil-
mis insan tasvirlarinin 6z dévriinds Qo-
bustanda ovda, amokde, qabilove ag-
saqqalliqda ferqlonmis nena va babala-
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hypertrophied way.

Most scientists interpret appearance
of female images and figurines with fer-
tility symbols, which with application
of witchcraft has brought to idolization.
Woarship to mother, its idolization takes
place not only in prehistoric times, but
reflected in the present legislation.
MOTHER, who gathered her cells and
gave us her blood and breathe, and cre-
ated us 1s our genuine God. The child,
who has not perceived the world vet,
cries for his or her mother each time he
or she meets with some challenge,
becomes hungry or thirsty. It's worth to
depict mother's image on a drawing and
make her statue. They were doing this
worship to mother in the past, doing it
now and will do generation after gener-
ation. This is a divine wish, natural
desire. A human being discovered this
desire very soon, since the mankind
was created. Also, since the very first
days a human being had a strong love
for life, passion to live, and that's the
way it is now. While facing some hard
problems and obstacles, a human being
may even express his desire to die, but
deep inside he would never lose his
hope to stay alive, he always wants to
live and create. At the same tithe, a man
knows that nothing is forever in this
world. Man is born, than he grows up,
gets older and in the end he dies - this is
nevitable. Just like 1n regard of him-
self, he thinks same of his close people:
he does not want to think of possible
death of his mother and father. Even
when he loses someone dear to him
{like mother or father) after a long a






rin gokillert oldugunu séylemayi digte
edir. Bu baximdan biz S.Peterburqlu
alim-arxeolog Z.Abramovanin buniar
her hans: hayatdan kenar abstrakt ideya-
mn tazahiiril ve ya 1zahli surati yox, for-
di qadin tesvirleridir fikri ile raziyiq. Bi-
zé gbro qadin tesvirlerinin miixtelif ba-
xumi1 olmasi sabsbini 150 onun yaranma
dovriimiin dini ve estetik telabi ve o divr
adaminin tofokkiiriiniin xarakterindo ax-
tarmaq lazsmdir.

Yeri golmiskon, ¢ox sade goriinse
da, demaliysm ki, mane gére zemano-
mizdeki soref lovhelarine vurulmag,
orden, medal vo foxri adlarla miikafat-
landirilmaq, taninmug adamlara hey-

kollar diizaltmak vo rassamlann yarat-

digr portretlorin kékii nesilden-nasile
kecorek yagsayan bu enensden baslayir,

Qobustanda nainki gadin vo kigi, el
heyvan gokillarinin do hemin enonsnin
davam oldugunu demsk olar. Zomang-
mizde mabadlerin divarlarinda, iri ¢inar-
lann gdvdalarinde, parklardak: oturacag-
larda va s., ela Qobustamin dzinde qaya-
larda gelanler terofindon yazilmug adlar,
iinvanlar, deyimlar, onu yazan adamin,
gqrupun bu yerlards olmasmm, kimliyini
bildirmek iigiin giirurla yazilimig melu-
matlardir, Qobustan gayalannda §zlorinin
hérmath adamim - agsaqggal ata-anasini,
slicastli gabile {izvii oveuny, eloco da das
ddvrit figtin babalanmizin ovladigy ve ya-
xud sonraki dévrlorde sahib oldugu hey-
vann, hoyatda grdiyli vo istirakgist ol-
dugu sahnenin abedilesdirilmasi snona-
sinin irsi davam deyitmi?

Qobustan gayatstii  tasvirlerinin
gaya lzarinds ¢okilme ve ya dévilme
miixtalif isullarla icrasi ssbablori bi-
rinci ndvbada miniliikler arzinde vasa-
mast vo miixteht tarixi dovrlerin 6z
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painful disease, he may say their sor-
rows are over, but he cannot forget
them. He revives them in his memory,
in our times hangs their picture on the
wall at home. These are the reasons, in
our opinton, which stayed in the
essence of the on-rock drawings in pre-
historic times.

Being a participant of Gobustan
archeological expedition of the
Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan in
1960-61, then leader of the expedition
since 1965, and in result of all 35-years
long archeological excavations and
researches 1 must say that Gobustan
drawings certainly tell us about their
sage forefathers and foremothers,
which excelled in their tribes. From this
point of view, we agree with suggestion
of archeologist scientist Z.Abramov
from Saint Petersburg that these draw-
ings were not images of some abstract
idea, but images of specific particular
women. [n our opinion, we must ana-
lyze the difference in women images in
the religious and esthetic requirements,
as well as conscience characteristic for
the men of the period of their appear-
ance.

Besides, though it may sound banal,
but I must say that tradition of hanging
people's portraits on the honored people
board, decoration with medals and
orders or honorary titles, establishment
of monuments and creation of portraits
by artists take its origins from this
ancient tradition.

Not only drawings of men and
women, but antmals, too, can be con-
sidered as continuation of this tradition.



heyat talabi ila yanas1 gadim qobustan-
hlarn miixtalif yaradici-liq imkaniarina
malik olmasim gdsterir. Xalqimzin ga-
dim madoaniyyati vo incossnati tarixinin
inkisafl yollanm isiglandiran Qobustan
qayaiistii tasvirlerinin aragditilmas: on-
larin gayalarda na vaxt ve ne meqgsed-
le ¢ekilmesi, gadim qobustanlila-rin
hayat terzi vo kimliyinin dyranilmasi
ligiin shamiyyatli oldugu kimi, tesvirle-
rin hansi vasita ve iisullarla ¢akilmesi
de on-lann yaradiciiq imkanlarnnin §y-
ronilib acilmasi {i¢iin oshe-mtyyaetlidir,
Dinyada godim gayalistii tesvirler
¢okmoak gadim dag dovriiniin {ist marhe-
lasindan malumdur. Bu dévre aid sakil
vo naxislann siimiik materiali Gizorindo
gazma lsulu ila hakk olundugu da ma-
lumdur. Qobustanda qadim qayaiistii
tasvirler asasen oyma, déyme, siirtme,
¢apma ve cizma iisulu ile ¢akil-misdir.
Qobustanda ddyme iisulu ilo kolge
kimi, barelyefin oksi formada ¢okilmis
qadin va siluet kigi sakillenn an qadim
tesvir-lardir. Bu tesvirler Qobustanda
das dovril iiciin seciyysvidir. Qobustan
qayalan Ustiindaki gadim gadin tesvirla-
11 ¢akilms iisulu ila vo tosviri formalan-
na goro ddvrlorinden asih olaraq miixte-
hf baximbidir. Onlarin bir qrupu gayalar-
da remzi olmagqla yandan, kdlge seklindo
gazilmug vo igorisi siirtiiliib hamarlan-
musdir. Bu tip qadin fiqurlaninda dos
{meama) gox iri, baden inca, oturacaqlar:
dairoevi vo beazen 2-3 yumru ile ele bil
gabaga terof oyilmis kimi verilmisdir. Bu
tip yuxan paleolit dovrii tiglin saciyyavi
an gedim qadin tasvirleri Boyiikdas dag
yuxari saki sahasinde 291 Ne-li dasin si-
mal {izbnde sag teretdon asag: hissasin-
da, Kigikdas daginda 48, 49 va 50 Ne-li
dasinda, Qayaalti kolleksivamn 1, 5, 7, &,
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On huge trunk of trees, on the walls
of temples, on the benches in the parks
etc., just like on Gobustan drawings
there are names, addresses, and other
information which tries te tell us who,
which group of people was in these
places, who these proudly written writ-
ings belong to. Don't we see in
Gobustan drawings a continuation of
tradition to depict their respected peo-
ple, mothers and fathers, the animals
they successfully hunted those years,
perpetuation of the scenes they have
seen and participated?

The reasons of making on-rock
drawings different techniques show that
prehistoric people of Gobustan pos-
sessed various creative opportunities.
To learn how and why they have chosen
some particular technique is as impor-
tant as to learn the history of culture of
our ancient nation.

On-rock drawings is well-known in
the world since the period of the Upper
Stone Age. It 1s also known that the
images and ornaments related to this
period were made on bones by 'digging'
technique. The Gobustan on-rock draw-
ings were made by beating, rubbing,
scratching, dragging and chopping
techniques.

With the help of beating technique in
Gobustan there are ancient drawings of
male and female sithouettes and their
shadows like in bas-reliefs. These
images are characteristic for the Stone
Age in Gobustan, Depending on draw-
ing style and pictorial form, the images
of women in on-rock drawings of
Gobustan and their age look differently




9] Ne-li vo s. daslarinda qeyda alinmis-
dir. ikinci tip gadin tesvirleri de ma-
hiyyotco (naslin davametdiricisi kimi)
birinei qrup tesvirlori andurir. Iri désli,
yogun baldirlidirlar, lakin onlarda baldur-
lar dizden agag1 - ayaq hissaden bogma
ilo ayrilirlar. Bu tip qadin tesvirlori bi-
rincilerdan gec, mezolit dbvriine aid edi-
lir. Ugiineii tip gadin tosvirleri de {imumi
baximdan I va II tip qadin tosvirlerini an-
dirir, lakin das dovriiniin sonunda mey-
dana gelon gadm tosvirlerinde qadm,
naslin davametdiricisinden alave, hem
de gbzellik simvoluna gevrilir ve tasvir-
lo-rin igorisinde tatuirovka tipli naxissal-
ma meydana golir, Boyiikdas dadi Agag
soki sahasinds 2 Ne-li dagda, Qayaalt
kolleksiyada 6 Ne-li dagdaki kimi, qacdin
tosvirlerinin bezedilmesi sonraki tarixi
dovrlerde do davam edir. Kigikdas dagi
"Qayaalt" kolleksiyanin 101 Ne-li dagm-
daka neolit ddvrii dkiiziiniin tesvirinin
ierisi de dalgah xatlerle bezadilib,

Qobustanda gedim kisi tosvitleri de
gadinlar kimi gayada siluet geklinde
doviilmiigdiir. Onlar enli giyinli, hiindir
qametli, dizdon asaf azalelari qabariq
olmagqla tesvir edilmisler. Kisi saklinds
désiin olmamasi, baldirin dizden yuxan
hissasinin (yogun olmadan) adi ve qol-
larinm verilmasi, ¢goxunun belinde ka-
mergin olmast onlar: gadin tasvirlarin-
den se¢ilmek ticiin seciyyalandirir.

On godim kisi sokillort Qayaaras) ve
Anazaga gedim diigergelerinde qazinti
zamamn tok-tek daglar ve gayalarin mo-
doni tabaga basmug hisselerinde ¢ox
sayda tesadif edilen kigik &l¢uld, bir
tonlu, ayaqlar aral, allor yana clmagqla
déyiillmiis vo hale silahsizdir. Bu tip bir
goder irt 3l¢iill, giyinlerindo yay-ox ¢o-
kilmig kisi sokillarinin dovrii bir gader
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(1sttable). One of such group was sym-
bolically dug out like shadows and the
inside part was smoothened. In this type
of images the women have huge
breasts, slim figures, round bottoms and
sometime with 2-3 circles they looked
as if they bent down forward. These
type of women images is fully charac-
teristic for the Upper Paleolithic and
was found and registered in the higher
part of Boyukdash Mountain on the
north of stone slab No 29, on
Kichikdash Mountain - stones 48, 49
and 50, in Gayaalty collection's stones
1, 5, 7, 8, 9. Second type of women
images by its content (continuator of
generation) resembles the first type.
Huge breasts, thick thighs, but down the
knees the legs are separated by a line.
This type of women images comparing
to the first type refers to the later,
Mesolithic period. Third type of women
images from general view also resem-
ble 1st and 2nd type of women images,
but in the end of the Stone Age the
women images along with continuation
of generation turned into a beauty sym-
bol, too, and on these drawings we can
see tattoo-like ornaments on their bod-
ies. On the stone slab No 2 of
Boyukdash Mountain, stone No 6 of
Gayaalty collection ornamentation of
women bodies continues in the follow-
ing periods, too. Stone No 101 of
Gayaalty collection on Kichikdash
Mountain the image of bull in Neolithic
period is also ornamented with wavy
lines.

Muale images. just like female ones,
have been made in the form of silhou-



gec olmagla mezolit dévriiniin avvella-
rina, yay-oxun ixtiras1 zamanna tesadif
edir. Qobustanda iri &lgiilii, bozen
hiindiirliiyii 127 sm gatan yay-oxla silah-
lanms, beilsri bir nego xotli kemerginle
ortlilmiis, bozilarinda kisilik elamati ¢1-
xint xatt vo ya Xatle rombvari cinsi sla-
mot gostorilmis kisi {osvirlori xiisu-
siyyet tagkil edir (Cafarzade, Qobustan.
1973. Boylikdas dagi yuxari soki sahasi-
nin 23, 29, 38, 39, 85 va s. Ne-1i daslar-
dak: kimi e. . XIII, XIII-XII asrlsre aid
olunan an gadim kisi tesvirlari),

Qobustanda gedim kisi tesvirlerinda
qiglarin ¢ox qabariq verilmesi onlarin
gingixandan giinbatana kimi biitiin
glini ov dalinca gagmaga ddzo bilen se-
¢ilmis ovgular oldugunu gosterir. Onla-
rin kemergin gazdirmasi ise o doévriin
iqlimi ve geyimlori haqda fikir sdyls-
mavya imkan verir, Sonraki tarixi dovr-
larin tesvirlorinde kisilari nize, qilinc,
giirz, sapand ve s. silahlanmg stivari,
déyiisch, congaver, yalli gedan vo tak-
tak rogs edon tesvirde goriirik.

Kisi gabilenin osas giicli, vuran ali,
gotiren ayag idi. Osas tosorriifat saha-
si kimi oveulug da, baliggihg da kisi isi
idi. Qobustanda yay-oxla silahlanmig
gadin sokillori olsa da, gadmlar yeri
goldikes ovda igtirak etso da, ssas go-
bila ocaginin basgisi, ev isleri ila ve Ki-
silor elibog gayidarsa onlar yedirtmak
iclin vigiciligla ve s. moggul olan qabi-
lo lizvlari idilor. Qadinlarin y1g1ciliq to-
sarriifatna basoiligy, ugurdu avdan gat-
rilmis heyvan cemdeklerini temizle-
mek, tutulmus heyvan balalarini ugur-
suz glin {iclin yedirib saxlamaq ve s. ig-
lari ona gobilade boyiik hérmat gatirir-
di. Qadinlarin bu kimi isleri  galocek-
da okingilik ve maldarh@m rigeymlari-
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ette on Gobustan rocks. They had even
shoulders, tall, with large muscles on
the legs below their knees. Men were
depicted without breasts, their thighs
were not thick, they had hands, most of
them had belts - all this differentiated
them from the female images.

The oldest male images were found
during archeological excavations in
ancient settlements of Gayaarasy and
Anazaga on separate stones and slabs,
men here were short, monochrome, legs
apart, hands spread wide and yet un-
armed. This type of images refers to
Mesolithic period when bows and
arrows were invented. In Gobustan
thete are male images with the height
sometime up to 127 cm., armed with
bows and arrows, their belts strapped
with several lines or their sex indicated
with rhomb-like lines {Jafarzade,
Gobustan, 1973, The oldest pictures of
men as of XIIL, XIII-XII millenniums
BC on stones 23, 29, 38, 39, 85 on
Boyukdash Mountain }.

The big muscles on the legs of some
men indicates that those were the chosen
hunters who spend their days and mights
running for their prey. Belts on their
trunks give us certain ideas about their
clothes and chimate. In the following his-
torical periods men are depicted like
warricrs, hersemen, knights wearing
spears, swords, slings and other arms, or
dancing 'yally’ together or separately.

Men were the main force of tribe,
they brought food. Main industrial
activities, such as hunting and fishery,
belonged to men. Although there are
pictures of armed women in Gobustan



nin goyulmasi vo yaranmasina ssbab
olmusdur. Bu giin de Qobustan qayala-
n arasida ¢oxillik vehsi bugdanin bit-
masi, cir alma, har, ancir, iiziim, albal
ve s. ki-mi miixtalif meyva agaclarmin
crlanmis halda saxlanmas ibti-dai ov-
¢u vo baliggr gebilelarinin get-gede
heyvandarliga ve okingi-bagcilifa keg-
mekle minillor orzinda Qobustanda
meskun oldugqlarim gostarir.

Qobustan gedim qayaiistii tasvirler
kolleksivasinda 6z ¢oxlugu ve miixtalif
mévzulugu ile @sas veri heyvan tesvir-
leri tutur. Burada demak olar axirinci
10-15 min il erzinde Qobustanin heyva-
nat alamini toskil etmig (hotta bezi ol-
mamig) blitin heyvanlann tasvislerine
rast galmek olar. Qeyd edsk ki, heyvan
tasvirlari de bir ndv insan tasvirlari ilo
eyni vaxtda yaranir ve heyvanlarn shil-
losmosina godar esasen totem sayilan
heyvan tosvirleri verilir, bagqa ovlan-
mig heyvanlann tasviring tok-tek hal-
larda tesadiif olunur.

Qobustanda heyvan tasvirlori Skiiz,
keci, at, maral, ceyran, qaban, sir, pole-
ng, canavar, tillki, it, pisik ve s. kimi
memsli heyvanlar va baliq, qus, ilan,
kartenkale, tisbaga, béy (haserat) vo s.
¥imi caniilarin sekilerinden ibarevdir.

Heyvan sekillotmin an gedimlari
¢ox real, miitenasib ve simmetrik ¢okil-
migdir. Onlarin saxlanmis az hissesi be-
lo galigin hans1 heyvana aid olmasim
demoya asas verir. Bu baximdan 6z be-
dii ifadesi ils adami heyran edir. Her
heyvamn dziing gore durusu, gagisi, be-
deninin ifads seviyyesi godim rossa-
min heyati, heyvanlann verdis vo psi-
xologiyasimi gox gozel bilmasini aydin
gostarir,

Qobustanda Okilz resmiari goxdur.
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drawings who periodically took part in
hunting, their main task was to be fire-
keepers, to maintain household issues,
to callect weeds and feed their hus-
bands when they return empty-handed.
Women were leaders in harvesting
works, they cut dead animals, took care
of babies of dead animals for a rainy
day and so on, and gained respect in the
tribe. In the future this kind of works
established the basis for agricultural
and cattle-breeding development.
Today, perennial plants, such as crab
apple, pomegranate, fig, grape, cherry
and other, growing between Gobustan
mountains, show that prehistoric people
gradually changed from hunters and
fishermen into cattle-breeders and
farming,

Animal images take a special place
among collections of Gobustan on-rock
drawings due to their variety and quan-
tity. Here we can meet images of almost
all existing (and even non-existing) ani-
mals, which made fauna of Gobustan
area during the last 10-15 thousand
years. We must note, that animal draw-
ings appeat in the same time as human
being images, and till domestication of
wild animals there are mostly images of
those animals which were considered to
be totems. Images of other hunted ani-
mals are being met sporadically.

Animal pictures in Gobustan include
bull, goat, horse, maral, wild boar, lion,
tiger, wolf, fox, dog, cat and other this
kind of mammals, and fish, bird, snake,
lizard, turtle, insect etc,

The oldest pictures of animals were
drawn in a very realistic, proportional



Omlar qayada tek dayanms, tek otlayan
(ya da su igen), ikilikde gabag-qabaZa
dayanmus ddyiisen veziyyetde, bir-biri-
nin arxasinca gedon, toloyo diigmiis hal-
da ovlanma sehnssinde ve siirii halinda
tosvir edilmigdir. Qobustandak: J&kiiz
rasmlarinin ¢goxunda hals shli-lagmamis
oldizler tosvir edilmisdir, Bu tosvirlarin
heg birinda, elace de Qobustanda tarixin
daha sonraki dévrlorine aid okiiz resmla-
rinde onlarin naqgliyyat vasitesi kimi
viikli, ya da arabaya qosulmus kimi neg-
liyyatda istifade edilmasini gdstoren ala-
mat yoxdur, Buna baxmayaraq Qobus-
tanda dkiizlarden neqliyyat heyvam kimi
1stifade edilmesini tam inkar etmak ol-
maz. Belo ki, Qobustanda Yazili tepade
535 No-li dasdaki son tune dovriine aid
araba soklinds mahz ikicarxlt okiiz ara-
bast tesvir edilmis, qonsu 12 Ne-1i dasda
alti digli teker tasvin qeyde alinmus,
Anazagada eneolit, Boyikdas yasayis
verindan tunc dovriine aid tabagalardon
gildon toksr modellari tapilmigdir.

Qobustanda &kiiziin ¢ox qedim za-
maniardan, yuxan paleolitden, tasvir
obyekti (totemn) olmasi Qayaaras: diige-
rgade yuxar: paleolits aid madeni teba-
gado satelperron tipli das bi-¢aglarla bir
saviyyadoan, Ovgular zagasindan, elacs
de "Kaniza", "Okiizler-2" vas "Sonqar"
dusergslerinde Okiiziin yuxar paleclit
prinsiping uygun valniz basinin tasvir
edilmasi ilo miiayyanlosgdirilir,

Har bir arxeoloji abide kimi qayalistil
tasvirlerin de ¢ekilme tarixi, yaranma
magsadinin izaht ve hazirlanma isulu
miayyen shamiyyste malikdir ve onla-
rin tadqigi o dévr {igiin icraginin madani
saviyyast va texniki bacang haqqinda
malumat wverir. Heyvan tosvirlerinin
dévrco daha gedimleri oldugcea real, sim-
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and symmetric way. Remains of some
of these pictures allow us to say defi-
nitely what animal was depicted there,
and these pictures impress us with their
artistic expression. Each animal has its
own stature, running, characteristic
bodies reveal that prehistoric artist was
very well aware of customs and psy-
chology of these animals.

There are many pictures of bull in
Gobustan. They stand alone on a rock,
graze alone on a pasture, fight, walk
one after another, get into trap; they are
depicted during being hunted and walk-
ing in herds. In majority of Gobustan
drawings there are pictures of yet
untamed bulls. In none of these pic-
tures, as well as in the ones belonging to
the later historical periods there are ne
signs of bulls used like transporting
mean, no hamessed one. Despite of this
it would be wrong to consider that in
Gobustan bulls were not used as trans-
port at all. E.g., in Gobustan, on stone
slab No 55 on Yazili tepe there is a two-
wheel cart's picture, belonging to the
late Copper Age. In the neighboring
stone No 12 there was registered the
image of 6-angle wheel, in Anazaga
eneolithic the wheel models performed
from clay, were found in Boyukdash
settlement, belonging to tribes of the
Copper Age.

Since the old ages, the Upper
Paleolithic, bull in Gobustan was
depicted as totem. This is defined by
satelperron type of stone knives of the
cultural levels of Gayaarasy settlement,
related to Upper Paleolithic, and the
images of bull's head characteristic for






metrik, badenin ayn-ayn hisseleri bir-bi-
nle miitenasib olmagla cemi bir nego
(okiizler Uglin 4) xatlo ¢akilmigdir. Bu
sokilleri ¢cekmis ustanin bacangim derk
etmak lglin nezere al-maq lazimdir ki,
onlar hamar olmayan ashang gayas. (ze-
rinde tebil dl¢ide g¢akilmislor, Bunun
iclin heyvanin (deyak kiiziin) yandan
goriniisi noqtalerlo tam real gekilmekla
sonra noqteler derinlesdirilir, aralar bir-
lesdiritir ve siirtiitiib hamarlanr.

Qobustan gayalannda gadim 1asvirler
arasinda ddyms va gazma olmadan bozi
sokillor yalmz silirtma ile cekilmisdir
(agag1 saki sahasindo 239 Ne-li dagdaki
sekil). Bu tip sokillerin xafti tam cilalan-
nug saha oldugundan yaxs saxlanr.

Qobustanda rengle gekilmis va c1-
z1lmis tosvirler de askar edilmigdir, Re-
ngli boya ile ¢akilmis sokil gahgina
Boyiikdas daginin yuxari saki sahasin-
doki 24a vo 181 Ne-li daslarda rast ga-
linmisdir. 24a Ne-li dagda yuticimn
(xalli babirin) marali govmas: sehnasi
voa sekil galiglar, 181 Ne-li dagda ise
rengle, bir-birine paralel ¢akilmis mai-
li xatlar saxlannmisdir. Demsli, Qobus-
tan gadim qayaiistll tesvirlerin daglar
fizarindo ¢ekilmasi texnikasi cohatden
da zengindir. Onlar @sason oyma iisiilu
ilo kontur verilmeokle, sirtma-cilalama
{isulu ils, iti metal aletle ¢ox nazik ve
dayaz (1,0-1,5 mm) cizma xatlarla ve
rengle ¢ekilmigdir.

Qobustanda dag dovrii diigergslerinde
apanlmis gazinfilar zamam tebn rengli
stixur {(oxra) gahglarina rast gelinmigdir.
Goriintir, gedim gobustanlilar ondan yag
vo piy olave etmokla boya hazirlamig ve
bu ¢iir boya ila ham badenlerini bazemis,
ham do gayalar {izartinde gadim sakitle-
rin i¢ini doldurmuslar. Kigikdag daginda
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the Upper Paleolithic principles in
"Kenize,! "Okuzler-2" and "Songar"
settlements.

Just like with the other archeological
monuments, the history of on-rock
drawings, explanation of the purposes
why they were made and performance
technique is of high importance, and
their analysis provides us information
about the cultural level and technical
abilities of the performer in those years.
The older drawings of animals are very
real, symmetrical, with proportional
parts of their bodies were drawn with
just a few (for bulls - 4) lines. To real-
ize the mastership of the master of these
drawings it's noteworthy that they were
made on a rough, uneven surface of
limestone rock in natural size. For this,
the sideview outline of an animal (let's
say - bull} was marked with dots, then
these dots deepened and connected with
each other, and the inner part of the
drawing was polished.

Some drawings in Gobustan were
made without hitting or digging, but
by rubbing only (picture on stone No
239), Lines on this type of drawings
remains better because of the polished
surface,

There are also images in Gobustan
which were made in color and by
scratching. The remains of the colored
picture was found on the stone slabs No
24a and 181 on Boyukdash Moeuntain,
No 24a depicts a predator (spotty lynx}
hunting deer and on the remains of
color picture No 181 there are several
parallel sloping lines, Thus, Gobustan is
also rich from the point of various tech-



Qayaalti adlandirdifinmz sahadald 11 Ne-
li das iizenndeki, gazma Gsulu ile ¢ekil-
mi§ heyvan soklinin i¢inda saxlanmis re-
ng izi sonuncu fikn tasdiq edir. Qobus-
tanda rong-lo ¢okilmis sokil galiglartnn
azhig he¢ da bu iisula tesad{ifsn sl atil-
masi ilo izah edila bilmaz. Cox giiman ki,
Qobustanda agiq havada gaya lizerinds
rengla tasvir edilmis vo gazilnus sakilla-
tin i¢ine doldurulmus boyaqlar Qobustan
soraitinde zamamin tasirinden silinib sax-
lanmarmigdir. Géstarnilen rengli tasvir va
bova qaliglan gayalann yagis ve kiilek
déymovyan, il erzinde gliinasin az girdityii
saholerinds saxlanmugdir,

Qobustanda rangle va cizma iisulu ila
¢okilmis sekil qaliglarmn dévriinli miey-
yonlegdirmek bir geder ¢etindir, Bels ki,
oxra qahglarna das dovril diisorgolorindo
tosadiif edilmasi rongli sakillarin daha qo-
dimde ¢akildiyine isare edirss, bu sahno-
deki (maral va yutict bebir) mévzunun
analoglan sonraki dovrlera aiddir,

Cizma tsulu ilo g¢okilmis sekilleri
ise ilk baxigdan onlarin yumsaq shong
dast lizerinde gqazilmas1 ve QQobustan
seraitinda saxlanmasi ehtimalinin azhig
iziinden son ddvrlere aid etmak olardi.
Lakin dasin, bu iisulla ¢okilmis sahno-
lar olan sethina diqget yvetirdikds me-
lum olur ki, dagin bu sahesinda kiilayin
tasirinden bir ndv cilalanma, mormaer-
lagmo gedib, eroziya iso yoxdur.

Cizma iisulu ile ¢akilmis tesvirlar
Giirclistanda agkar edilmis yegane
qayaustii tesvirlar kolleksiyasim togkil
edir ve tarixi neolitla tunc ddvril arasm-
da miioyyonlosdirilir.

Qobustanda cizma iisulu ila gakilmis
sakillerds stivarinin nize ila ov etmesi
sahnasi va sxematik olsa da heyvan su-
ratlorinde  mévzu realliginin Qobustan
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niques used in on-rock drawings.
Outlines of these pictures were usually
engraved and then rubbed and with a
metal tool very thin and shallow (1.0-
1.5 mm) lines were scratched and col-
ored.

During excavations held in the Stone
Age settlements of Gobustan the
remamns of natural paint (ochre) were
found. Apparently, the ancient people
mixed this ochre with oil and grease to
prepare paint, which afterwards was
used by them to paint their bodies and
the inner parts of the on-rock drawings.
The trace of color that remained on the
inner part of the drawing on the stone No
11 in Gayaalty area on Kichikdash
Mountain just proves the last suggestion,
The small quantity of remains of the col-
ored drawings in Gobustan absolutely
does not mean that this method was used
occasionally. It is more likely that the
colored on-rock drawings in Gobustan
climatic realities simply vanished in the
course of time. The mentioned remains
of color drawings were found in the
places protected from direct hit of rain or
wind, they are situated in the areas where
sun ig a rare guest.

The dates of the drawings made with
color and scratching method is rather
hard to define. For example, if remains
of ochre in the Stone Age settlements
indicates that colored drawings were
made in the older periods of history, the
topic of this particular scene (deer and
predator tynx) refers to later analogous
periods.

As for the drawings made by
scratching  method,  considering



qayaiistii tosvirlarine uygunlugu onlar
tunc dovriiniin axirlan ve antik ddvrleri-
ne aid etmak imkam verir.

Qcbustanda gadim qayaiistii tasvir-
lar kolleksiyas1 sokillarinin miixtelif
isullarla ¢okilmasi s6z yox ki, sababsiz
deyil. Bunun sobablorini dévrin talobi,
icragilarin saviyyasi va alatlorinda ax-
tarsaq da helslik geti s6z demaya gotin-
lik ¢akirik. Goriiniir, bu qayaiistii tos-
virlerin yaranma sababi ila baghdir ve
xiisusi tadgiqat mévzusudur,

Qobustanda gedim sekiller tam real
ve miitenasib ¢akiliblar. Ciinki bu ibti-
dai sonet asorlerini yaradan gadim ros-
samlar osarinin mévzusunu, goklint
¢okdiyi heyvamin tebistini, hereket
qaydalarnni, xarakterini ¢ox gozel bilir-
di. O, gayalar Gizerinds 6z gebile lizvle-
rinin oksini, ayri-ayri heyvanlan, elaco
do hoyati oks etdiren sohnalori biitiin
incaliklari ve ganunauygunluglan ila
tasvir etmayi bacarmisdir. Ona gdre do
Qobustanin godim qayalistii tesvirler
kompleksi bir sira incasonat ndvlarinin
{qrafika, tesviri semat, musigi seneti,
balet, teatr sonati vo s.) kdklarini arag-
dirmagq, Qobustanm ke¢mis iglimi, hey-
vanat alemi ve qedim tarixini - toser-
riffat hoyati ve yasayis terzini dyron-
mak ii¢iin gbzsl arxeolojl material, qiy-
matli maddi medaniyyet qahglaridir.
Bels ki, 0ziiniin mévzu zonginliyi, real
vo miitonasib ¢okiligi ile adamu heyran
edon bu sanat asorlarinin yaranmasi vo
mdvzusu heyatla baghdir. Nece deyer-
ler, hayat esqi insana Xartiqeler yaratd:-
rir. Olbatto, hoyat esqi olmadan, istok-
siz, havessiz gbrilen isin bohresi de ol-
maz. <Olbatta, yuxarida Qobustan
qayatistii tesvirleninin dayarins, ince-
sonat baxumindan giymetine kenardan
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Gobustan environment, the fact that
they were made on a soft limestone and
have no chance to stay so long refers
them to the later pericds. However,
paying attention to the drawings and
surfaces made by this method it
becomes obvious that on this sitde of the
rock under impact of the wind there
some glossiness appeared, like marble,
and there is no erosion.

Drawings made by scratching were
discovered in Georgia, forming the only
on-rock drawing collection, and 1s
dated between WNeolithic and Copper
Age.

The scene of hunter with spear and
animal images, though rather schemat-
ic, made by the scratching method in
Gobustan, allows us to refer them to the
period between the late Copper Age and
antic times.

Surely, there must be reasons for
using various techniques in the collec-
tion of Gobustan on-rock drawings.
Although we are looking for them in
requirements of that time, level of
implementers and tools, it is still rather
hard to tell anything definitely. Seems
like it is related to the reason of creation
of these drawings and this is a topic for
a special research.

In Gobustan, the anclent pictures
were drawn in quite real and propor-
tional way because this the ancient
artists who created these pieces of prim-
itive art knew brilliantly the nature,
movements, characters of the animals
they have depicted. On these rocks they
drew members of their tribes, some ani-
mals as well as various scenes reflect-



baxanlar siibhe de eds bilar. Moan onla-
ra deyordim, svval Qobustanda ol, bu
misilsiz ibtidal senat aserlari il tanig
ol, sonra fikir sbyle...

Bunun ii¢tin bir ne¢s izah, Qobustan-
da heyvan gokillarinin, xlisusen do dag
dévrii heyvan sekillerinin reallygi, miito-
nasibliyi vo s.-nin adarm heyran etmosi
haqda fikrimizla alagadar demsliyam:

1.Nazere almaq lazimdir ki, bu se-
killer yagh kagiz {izerinde flomaster
gelomls deyil, fizori hamar olmayan
aheng qayasi iizerinde, cay das1 (ba-
zalt) ve ¢axmaq dagindan qopardilmis
bir ucu iti das alotlo doyilmiisdir,

2. Qobustanda heyvan sokillerinin ok-
seriyyoti ¢ox in dl¢iide tesvir edilmisdir.
Onlarin  (6kiizlerin) simmetriyast ve
miitenasibliyi ressamin nozaratindan ka-
nara ¢ixir. Buna baxmayaraq cemi dérd
xatle tesvir edilmig ibtidai okiiz tesviri
elo ¢okilib ki, onun yalmz dérdde bir,
begde bir hissesinda bu hissonin okiiz
tosvirme aid obmasm, §zh de (Qobustan
oklizii olmasim demsyo imkan verir. Mi-
sal liglin Boyiikdag dag: yuxan seki sahe-
sinds 42 Ne-li gayadaki bagim agag ayib
otlayan ve ya su igen 6kiiz seklinin bel ve
boyun xasttinin ¢akiligi adami heyran edir.
Ddyiisen okiizler garsi-qarstya, buynuz-
buynuza doylisen kegi sshnasinds kegiler
dal ayaglant {iste buynuz-buynuza tosvir
edilmisdir, Ovgular zagas: diisargesindo
gayada gazinti ilo agilmus itle donuz ovu
sehnasi var. Bali, donuz sekli tek burnu-
na ghra yox, badoninin har hans hissasi-
ne gore de donuzdur. Umumi baximdan
ela bil 0 dayanib. Donuzun arxasinda ¢o-
kilmis it ise gabaq ayaqglan gabaga, dal
ayaglan dala olmaqla, ela bil donuza to-
ref ugur. Burada da yene qadim ressam
babanin heyvanat alominin, heyvanlarin
hereketlonnin real tssvirinin sahidi olu-
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ing thetr life. This is why the complex
of ancient on-rock images in Gobustan
represents valuable material culture and
beautiful archeological data to learn the
roots of modern arts (graphic arts, fine
arts, music, ballet and theatre, etc.) and
history of the past c¢limate, fauna and
way of life of the ancient Gobustan.
Here are few explanations 1n this
regard. Reality and balance etc. of ani-
mal pictures, especially the ones of the
Stone Age, are rather impressive. 1. Tt
worth to note that these pictures were
not made by soft-tip markers on a
glossy paper, but with the help of some
sharp-edged river (basalt) or flint stone
on a rough surface of limestone. 2.
Majority of animal pictures in Gobustan
were made in a very big size. Symmetry
and proportions of bulls on the pictures
are beyond the notice of the artist,
Despite of this, the image of this primi-
tive bull is drawn with only four lines in
such a way that even if it is 4 or 5 times
smaller than the real bull it is still rec-
ognizable as a Gobustan bull. For
example, on the rock No 42 of
Boyukdag Mountain there is a delight-
ful drawing of bull lowering his head to
graze or maybe to drink water, and the
lines depicting its back and neck 1s real-
ly fascinating. There is a picture of
bulls standing opposite each other,
horns to horns, another picture with
fighting goats, standing on their back
legs, horns to horns. During excava-
tions in the Ovchular Zagasy settlement
there was found a picture of a dog hunt-
ing a pig. Yes, and the pig resembled
pig not only because of its snout, but



rug. Bu sehneds it donuzu qovur, onun
dalinca gagir (ugur), tebii olaraq donuz
da itden qagir. Lakin o gaganda it kimi
ayaqlan ugmagq veziyystinde dala ve qa-
baga uzanmur, o ela stirstle yerimakla ga-
¢ir. Qobustan kolleksiyas1 sokillarninin
reallifn ve hayatiliyi haqgqinda bunlar tim-
salli viizlerle misal gdstermek olar.
Hayatilik olan yerde realliq da, simmet-
riklik de ganunauygundur.

Qobustanda godim qayalisiii tesvirla-
rin mévzusu adlan ¢ekilan sakillatle bit-
mir, Hor bir mévzu (insan, heyvan, sshna)
dziina maxsus incalikle, hayatiliklo tosvir
edilmisdir. Sirlerin boynu yogun (sert
tikll), quyrugu uzun va ucu yumn, kegi-
nin buynuzu dala, beline ayilmig, ceyranin
buynuzu burug-burug, uclan azca aralan-
magla dik ve meylli, quyruq yenne irt-
mok, gur sekillari boynunun nisbaten qi-
sali1 vo ba-deninin dolulugu ile atdan se-
¢ilmok farqi ils, at ilxisinda ayginn tek
verilmasi, kegl dastesine hiicum etmis gir-
lordon birinin keginin gabaq yansim ye-
diyi {igln sirin gabagmda keginin dal
ayaqlari yuxari ¢ekilmesi, bagga bir sirin
keginin bagindan yapismas, (tebioten gir-
lar ovunu yalniz bagdan baglayib yeyirlar)
sohnaesi, ov qartalinin sahibinin yetisib i
ovu, kegini vurmasi {igiin ganads ile kegi-
nin gozlorini értmak {i¢lin onun buynuzu-
na oturmusg tesvir edilmasi ve s. bu kimi
sohnalor onlar tesvir edon gadim qobus-
tanlilann amselleri, heyatt gézel bilmasi
qarsisinda bas aymeys ¢agurit.

Qobustanda xiisusi digget celb eden
godim fosvirlor grupundan biri de gedim
gomi (qaylq) tesvirlaridir. Qobustanda
onlarin sayr goxdur ve bir nego tipda tem-
sil olunurlar. On godimleri kigik oOlciihi,
icarisinde 2-den 5-6-dok adam olan
gayig-lardir. Iri ¢lgiilii gemiler ki nov -
xatti vo siluet soklinda ¢ekiliblar. Onlar-
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with each its feature. Generally looking,
it is like standing. The dog, drawn
behind the pig, is a kind of flying
towards it with its front legs ahead and
back legs in the back. Here we witness
the wisdom of the ancient artists again.
In this scene the dog pursuits the pig,
runs (flies) behind it, and the pig natu-
rally runs away from the dog. But it
does not spread its front and back legs
like the dog, but just quickly runs.
There are hundreds of samples of this
kind to prove reality and likelihood of
Gobustan collection of drawings. When
there is likelihood, there is also reason-
able reality and symmetry there,

The topics of on-rock drawings in
Gobustan is not limited with the men-
tioned-above. Each topic, whether it
was human being, animal or scene) was
covered with delicacy and lively reality.
Lions have thick necks (hair is shown
symbolically), tong tails with round
ending, goats have curved horns diver-
gent in the ends and small tails, horses
are stallions only, lions attack a herd of
goats and one of them ate the front half
of one goat, while the other grasped the
head of another goat, and it's natural for
lions to start their hunting only from the
head of their victims; eagle sits on the
head of a goat and closes its eyes with
the wing before striking a deadly
blow... We can't do anything else, but
admire bow our heads to the knowledge
of life, the ancient people of Gobustan
had while drawing all these and many
other scenes.

Another type of on-rock drawing in
Gobustan is devoted to the images of



dan birincilerin agacdan-mildan, ikincile-
rin gamsdan-bambukdan hazlandiglan
sOzsiizdiir. On gec gomilar karkash yig-
ma gomilordir. Qadim qayiglar avveller
heg siibhasiz ¢ay kegmek Wgiin, sonra ise
baliggiligin inkigafi ilo elagadar yaran-
mugdir. Onlar xiisusile baliq ovu iigiin tor-
larin ixtirasi, tasarriifat yiiklorinin ¢ay ve
gbllorle bir yerden basga yers daginmasi
va ticaretin genislenmasi ile inkisaf et-
mis, gobiloloraras1 slage, baliq ovu vo
minik vasitesi kimi asas negliyyat ndvii-
na ¢evrilmis, hotta harbi magsadisrlo do
istifade olunmusdur,

Kegmis zamanlarda ¢ay ve géllor-
den su nagliyyatr kimi agacin gdvdasi
ovulmagla dizeldilmis toknovari ga-
yiglar, eloce de qarg: va gamig dastale-
rini bir-birine baglamagla hazirlanan
gomi va sallar isledilmisdir, Serq dlke-
lerinda agac karkas tizorine heyvan de-
risi ¢okmakle diizeldilmis gayiglardan
da istifade olunmusdur.

Danirnarka mezolit ddvrine, eramiz-
dan evvealki 6-c1 minilliys aid Maglemo-
za yasayis yerindon tapilmis agac qayiq
va avar (kirok) gayifin mezolit dovr-
inden melum oldugunu gostorir .

Qobustan gamilerinden Bjyiikdag
dag1 yuxan seki sahasinds 29 Ne-1i da-
sin conub lizindski gami sakli eramiz-
dan avval VII va bir ¢ox gami soakillan
VI minilliyin ilk asrlerine ve daha son-
raya aid edilir (Cofarzade, 1973).

Qobustanda qodim qayiq tesvirlari
gedim qobustanhlarin ovgulugla bora-
ber yaxsi balig¢t ve mahir denizgi da
olduglartna sahidlik edir. Qadim qobus-
tanhlarin taserriifatinda asas yerlarden
birini da baliggthq tutmusdur. Qobus-
tan qayausti tesvirleri arasinda baligq
rosmlarinin olmast, qazintilardan baliq
siiméyii, baliq toru ug¢iin ¢ay dagindan
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ships (boats). There are many this kind
of images in Gobustan and they have
been performed in various ways. The
oldest one have small size, there are
from 2 to 5-6 men in the boats. The big-
ger ships are drawn in two styles: lines
and silhovettes. There are no doubts
that the first ones are made from trees
and trunks, and second ones - from
bamboo and cane, The latest ships were
constructed on wireframe basis.
Ancient ships have undoubtedly been
constructed first to sail across the river,
and then for fishery development pur-
poses. They brought to invention of
fishing nets, transportation of industrial
goods by lakes and rivers, improvement
of trade, relations between the tribes,
they were used for fish hunting, as the
main transportation mean, and even for
military purposes.

In the past, boats and rafts were
made either from the trunk of one thick
tree, or by the way of binding bunches
of cane. In the East they also used to
stretch animal leathers on the wooden
frame to use as a boat.

The wooden boat and oar which have
been discovered in Denmark, Magle-
moza setttement, referred to Mezolithic
era, 6th millennium BC testify that they
belong to Mezolithic era.

The picture of a ship on the south
side of stone slab No 29 of the upper
plate of Boyukdash mountain, s dated
by VII millennium BC, and many other
ship images - by VI millennium BC and
later (Jafarzade 1973).

The ancient pictures of boats in
Gebustan testify that the local people



yiizlerla agirhq daslari  (persenkler),
siimiikden dayaz suda balig vurmaq
iigiin ve tor toxumagq ii¢iin alatler tapil-
mas1 onlarin mahir baliggilar oldugunu
gostarir.

Gemi tasvirlsrinden bir ¢oxunun,
xlisusen iri 6Glgilii gemi sakillarinin
burnunda giines tasviri verilmisdir. Bu,
hom gomi {i¢lin giinesin yol gostericisi
olmasi, hem do gadim Qobustanda gi-
nosin heyat monbayi - Allah sayilmast
ila slagadar, ona perestis simvolu sayi-
la biler. Gemilerin tarixi neolit dvr-
indan hesab edilir va diinyada en qe-
dim gomilorin mezolitin sonu, neolitin
avvellerinden Qobustanda dizeldiyi
ehtimal olunur.,

Qobustanin gaedim gemi tesvirlerine
maraq meshur diinya seyyahi, norvegli
alim, RA-1, RA-2 ve Tigris kimi gemi-
lar diizaldib onlarda okeanlar kegmis
Tur Heyerdali iic defo - 1981, 1994,
1999-cu illarde Qobustana getimisdi.
Sézsiiz ki, Tur Heyerdalin hale Qobus-
tanda olana gader de, adabiyyat vasiiosi
ilo, Qobustanda gemi tesvirlari hagqin-
da mealumati var idi. 1981-ci il avqust
aviun 29-da birinci defa men onu Qo-
bustan abideleri ile tams etdikda o0, @5a-
son gomi tasvirleri ile maraglandifim ve
onlar ticiin deyilmis d6vril tarixlorin gos-
torildiyl kimi qedim olduguna inanma-
digimi bildirdi. Biz ona Qobustanda gami
tasvirlorinin ndvleri vo tarixinin arxeo-
loji gazmntilarla nece doagiglesdirildiyi
haqgda arxeoloji deliller getirdikdan, ga-
zintilarn ghstarilan tarixi necs tesdiq et-
masi hagda melumat verdikdon sonra o,
bizimle razilasdigmi ve dogrudan da
Qobustandaki gemi tesvirlarinin diinya-
da an gadim olduguna inandigint, Qo-
bustanin en gedim ve zengin made-
niyyst ocag oldugunu etiraf etdi.

Tur Heyerdal ikinct dafis Qobustanda
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along with the hunting were also good
fishermen and experienced navigators.
Fishery took one of the main places in
industrial activities of the ancient people
of Gobustan, Existence of fish images
on the on-rock drawings of Gobustan as
well as excavated fish bongs, multiple
sinkers for fishing nets, bony tools for
catching fishes in shallow water and
weave nets prove that they were experi-
enced fishermen as well.

On many ships, and especially on
the nose of big scale ships, the symbol
of sun was used. It can be considered as
the sun was a pointer, showing the right
direction, as well as worship symbol,
taking into account that sun was consid-
ered as God in the ancient Gobustan.
The history of ships takes its origin
since MNeolithic era, and it is assumed
that the oldest ships in the world in the
late Mezalithic and Neolithic periods
were constructed in Gobustan.

The great interest for the ships
images of the prominent traveler,
Norwegian scientist Thor Heyerdahl,
who constructed and sailed across the
oceans on such boats like RA-1, RA-2
and Tigris, has brought him three times
to Gobustan in 1981, 1994 and 1999.
Naturally, before coming to Gobustan
Thor Heyerdahl had certain information
about Gobustan ships images, gathered
from scientific literature. On August 29,
1981, when 1 first time introduced
Gobustan monuments tc him, he was
mostly interested with ship images and
expressed his disbelief in regard of the
dating of these images. After we gave
him information on types of ships



1994-cii ilin noyabr ayinda oldu. Man
ona Umumi Qobustan, asasen gomi so-
killer1 hagda melumat vermekle Kicik-
das dagn 50 Ne-li dagdaki qdv-svari, bir
nov Skandinaviyamn tarixi gemileri tipli
gomi tosvirini do gosterdim. G, bu dafe
de Qobustana gelme-sinden ¢ox razi qal-
digim bildirmekle, 1995-ci ilde Nyu-
Yorkda ingilis dilinde ¢ixmig "Azerbay-
jan international” jurnalinda "Azerbayc-
an alagolari (teli)" adli meaqalesinde viki-
nglerin orta asr saqalannda, 1241-ci ilds
yaziya alinmis elo bir molumat oldugunu
gostarmigdir ki, onlarin babalarindan
Azoer {Aser) Odin vifma gemida Qaf-
gazdan golmisdir. 1999-cu il may aymda
gdstarilan molumatlan yoxlamaq vo ye-
nisini axtarmaq ti¢in T Heyerdal yena
Azarbaycana gelmisdir. Bu haqda sonra,
biz "Azerbaycanhlar kimik" bélmesinde.

Qobustan qayalarinda gedim qobus-
tanlilartn hoyat foaliyysti ve mads-
niyyeti ilo bagh basqa tip abidslerde
gevde ahmb oOyronilmigdir. Qayalar
lizorinde qazilmg torpenmez gablar-
yalaglar, heyvan baglamaq ii¢in qayada
actimis delmsler, Azerbaycanda xalg
arasinda "ev koedil", "moro-mara” vo s.
tipli godim xalq oyunlart ile bagl kigik
yalaq ve sxemlar, isare ve damgalar ve
s. bu tipli abidalardendir.

Qobustanda geyde almmus iki aded
{biri Cingirdagda ve biri Biyiikdas dag-
min asa@ seki sahasinds) Qavaldagda
gadim gobustanlilanin hoyatt ila bagh
maraq doguran abidelerdendir. Bu qa-
valdaslar ¢ox siibhasiz ki, kegmisde mu-
sigi aleti kimi seslendirilmis ve qadim
gobustanhilan 6z "yalli" ragslert ve bas-
qa gonliklorini organik musiql aletlari
ile berabaer els bu gaval daglarin ahangli
melodiyalan ilo de miisayist etmigler.
Dasgdan ¢alg alotlorindan bagqga dlkeler-
de de istifade olunmasi malumdur {Ko-
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images and how we specified dates of
the images by means of archeological
evidences, he agreed with us and said
that he believes now that these rare the
oldest pictures of boats and ships in the
world, and admitted that Gobustan was
ong of the most ancient and rich cultur-
al monument in the world.

Second visit of Thor Heyerdahl to
Gobustan was on November 1994,
Along with my general information
about Gobustan, mostly of ships
images, I also showed him Scandina-
vian-looking types of ships drawn on
stone No 50 on Kichikdash Mountain.
Thor Heyerdahl once again expressed
his satisfaction with the visit to
Gobustan and said that he published an
article in New York in 1995 in the
Azerbaijan International Magazine
named "The Azerbaijan Binds' where
he talks about the Viking saga of 1241
on how their forefather Azer (Aser)
Odin arrived on an assembled ship from
Caucasus. On May 1999, Thor Heyer-
dahi visited Azerbaijan again to check
new data and seek for the new one. I'll
tell about this later, in the chapter "Who
are we, Azerbaijanis?"

Thete are also other type of monu-
ments which have been registered and
researched in order to learn better the
way of life and culture of the ancient
Gobustanis. The pits and plates on the
racks, holes for binding animals, small
areas for playing ancient Azerbaijan
games such as 'ev kochdu' or 'mara-
mara" and others as well as litile niches,
schemcs, signs and stamps are referred
to this type of monuments.



reyada dag litofonlar, Afrikada Mali
Respublikasmda "tam-tam" ve s.).

Olbatte, Qobustanin gedim gayatistii
tosvirlari kimi tasviri senat eserlerini va-
radanlar musiqiya de bigans ola bilmaz-
diler. Cox giiman ki, onlarin qarg1, ga-
s, deri, agac ve s. kimi organik madda-
lerden diizeltdiklori tiitak ve qaval kimi
alotleri ds olmus, lakin minillikler arzin-
da ¢lirityiib, bizo golib catmamisdi. Qo-
bustanin dasdan godim musiqi aleti "Qa-
val calan das" ise indi do kigik daglarla
zorba endirdikde miixtelif ahengli, giicli
sas ¢ixarir va onda istonilon havam cal-
maq miimkiindiir. Onu da geyd edek ki,
Qobustandaki "gaval ¢alan dag"larn sos
¢ixarma sirri iri ve yast gaya pargasinin
{qaval dagin} Gziindan altdaki yast - sal
gaya uzorine iki ndqtada toxunmag|la bir
nov hava yastigy izarindeki kimi dayan-
masmdadir.

Qobustanda an cavan, lakin tarix ba-
ximindan maraq dofuran abidslerden
biri romalilardan qalma, latn dilinde
yazilmis epiqrafik abidadir. O, Boyiik-
das daginin cenub-yarq steyinde, axi-
rnecl yastl gaya Uzerinde boyik tarixi
shamiyyate malik, tarixi ssnad kimi
qeyda alinnuigdir, Bu abide erammzin 84-
96-c1 illeri arasinda romalilarnn XII-ci il-
dinm siiretli legionu ve ya onun sentu-
riyasiun Qobustan srazisinde olmasina
sahidlik edir. Bu epigrafik abidenin ya-
zildigt Imperator Domisiyanin dévriinde
{eramizin 81-96-c1 illari) romalilarin bu
yerlara sefori hagqinda yazili manbaler-
de heg bir malumat yoxdur. Malum bu-
dur ki, o dévrda Sarg dlkelorindon Xa-
zor denizinin ¢oarb sahili boyu simala ge-
dan gadim yot bu kitabo olan verle Xo-
zor donizi arasindan kecirdi. Romaliar-
dan galma bu yazi diinyada latin grafika-
I epigrafik abidslardan an sarqdokidir.
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Another monuments, attracting sin-
cere interest, are two Gavaldashes one
on Jingirdag Mountain, another - on the
lower plate area of Boyukdash
Mountain). There are no doubts that
these Gavaldashes were used as musical
mmstruments in the past and organically
accompanied collective dances tike
‘vally' and other festivities. There are
known cases when river stones were
used as musical instruments (stone
lithophones in Korea, tam-tams in
African Mali, etc.).

Naturaiily, the authors of on-rock
drawings in Gobustan could not stay
indifferent to music. It is very likely
that they also had other instruments like
pipes, made of such organic materials
like cane, leather, wood etc., yet, they
did not swrvive millenniums, decayed
and left no traces. The stone musical
instrument of Gobustan 'Gaval Chalan
Dash" issues various tones when they
hit it with small stones, so it makes it
possible to play almost any melody on
it. It is also worth to mention that the
secret of 'playing stones' lays in the two
points where the piece of big and flat
rock (gaval chalan dash) and another
one beneath it touch one another.

The youngest, but interesting from
historical point of view, monument was
left from the Romans: this is an epi-
graphic writing made in Latin. it's made
on the south-east side of Boyukdash
Mountain and was registered as the his-
torical document of greatest impor-
tance. This monument testifies that in
84-96 AD the 12th Legion of the
Romans was in Gobustan area. There






Qobustanda Béytikdas ve Kigikdas
daglan coxlu tarixi abideler, minlerle
qayaiistil tesvirlerle yanasi tobii gozelliye
do malikdir. Buradaki gayalar "megasi”
ofsansvi bir alemi ancinr. Buraya gelen-
lori milyon iller arzinda tobistin yaratdif
tobii "memarliq ansamblimn" "canlt das-
lan" da valeh edir. Min illar arzindo tabi-
ot daglar {izorinde nelar yaratmarmsdir.

Bdyiikdas ve Kigikdas daglarnm §z-
lari 6z quruluslart cahotdan vaxtile tarixi
abido kimi foaliyyat gdstarmis, insanlara
qullug etmigdir. Bels ki, 6z qurulusu ils,
Sziila gil, Gizeri 15-20 metr galinliginda
ehangdasi lay: ile ortiili, zirvasi her to-
rofden gayalarin quilmasi ils olgatmaz
divar amola gatiren bu daglarn {istd dag
dovrii gobustanlilanmn stirek Gsulu ife
{(heyvanlan dagm ugurum olmayan taraf-
lerindon dagin istiine yéneltmak, sonra
da arxasi kesmekle gqovub ugurumdan
salmaqla) ov etmasi iclin tala, heyvanla-
rin shlilegmaesi, akingiliyin meydana gol-
masi, gebile birliklarinin yaranmasi dovr-
inde hazir nematlari qarot etmak, bagqa-
stnl Oziine tabe etmak istoyon gabile
togqusmalarindan gorunmaq igiin tebii
qala vezifasini gdrmiisdi (Muradova,
1979; Riistomov, 1994},
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are no information in written sources of
the Romans in the period of Emperor
Domicianus (81-96 AD) about visit to
these places. Among the writings left
after the Romans this Latin epigraphie
writing is considered as the most east-
ward one,

In Gobustan, Boyukdash and
Kichikdash Mountains along with hav-
ing numerous historical monuments and
thousands of on-rock drawings, have
beautifu] nature sceneries, too. The 'cliff
forest here reminds some mystical
world. Thos who come here get fascinat-
ed with the natural 'architecture ensem-
ble' and living stones.’ In thousand years
the nature made miracles with stones.

Boyukdash and Kichikdash Mountains
themselves served people as historical
monuments due to their disposition. That
is, during hunting this ravine could be
used as a trap for animals, for their taming,
development of agriculture, and as a natu-
ral fortress to defend from attacks of the
other tribes Muradova, 1979, Rustamov
1994).
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Qobustan qodim gayalistil tosvirletle
yanas1 son 15-20 min il srzinde burada
yagamagla Qobustanin qgayalistii tesvir-
ler1 kollekstyasim yaratmig babalarimizin
diigorgolert, yasayis yerlort vo bagqa tari-
xi~arxeoloji abidalari ilo do zengindir. Bu
tip abidalarin arxeoloji qazintilarla tadqi-
qi isina miiallif tore-findan 1960-c1 iller-
den baglanib vo kecen 35 ilden ¢ox
miiddat orzindo st paleolit dévriiniin
sonlanndan orta esrlere gaderki biitiin
dovrlera aid 20-dan ¢ox Boyiikdag dagin-
da "Ovgular zagas1”, "IV dasalti siginac-
aq", "Anazaga", "Keniza", "Okiiziar",
"Okiizler-2", "Maral", "Dasaltl”, "Cap-
mali”, "I-ci dagalti si@inacaq"; "Bdylik-
dag"” ve "Daira" tunc dovri yagayis yerin-
de Kigikdas daginda “"Ceyranlar", "Fi-
ruz", "Firuz-2", "Qayaaras1”, "Qayaarasl-
2"; Songardagda "Sonqar" dagalt: sifinac-
aqlannda, Yazil: topada orta asr mabad
yerinds, 40-dan gox kurgan tipli ve iki
das dovrii qabri abidaesi arxeoloji gazinti-
larla tadqiq olunmug (Muradova, 1979;
Muradova, Riistemov, 1986, Riistamov,
1994 ve onlarn ylizden g¢ox tezisleri,
matbuat maqalelort vo Qobustan haqqn-
da bukletlori), bir neco yverde keosfiyyat
qazintis1 aparilmisdir.

Apanlous arxeolop gazint ve tadqugat
islarinin naticelari gostermusdir ki:

1. Qobustanda qayatistii tosvirlorin ¢e-
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Besides the on-rock drawings of
Gobustan, during its £5-20 millenniums
long history our forefathers, creators of
nvaluable collections of on-rock draw-
ings in Gobustan, have made this region
rich of ancient settlements, hiving areas
and other historical and archeological
monuments. The author of this book
started researches of this type of monu-
menis by participating in archeological
excavations since 1960 and in this period
of more than 35 years there were
researched over 20 ancient monuments
covering the period from the Upper
Paleolith to the Middle Ages: in the set-
tlement on Boyukdash Mountain dated to
the Copper Age 'Ovchular Zagasy, TV
under-rock shelter,” 'Anazaga,’ 'Kenize,'
'Okuzter, 'Okuzler-2,' '"Maral,' 'Dashalty,’
'‘Chapmaly,’ 'lst under-rock shelte,
‘Boyukdash' and 'Daire,' on Kichikdash
Mountain - 'Jeyranlar,' 'Firuz,' 'Firuz-2)
'‘Gayaarasy,’ 'Gayaarasy-2; on Shon-
gardag Mountain - 'Shongar” under-rock
shelter, on Yazyly Tepe - in the sanctuary
of Middle Ages, more than 40 bunal
gounds and 2 graves of Stone Age were
researched by archeological excavations
(Muradova-1979, Muradova, Rustamoy-



kilmasi ve insanlarin yagamasi tarixi ar-
xeoloji gazingtilara geder hesab edildiyi
kimi e.s. III, VI, nahayat VIII minillikden
(Ceforzade, 1973) devil, on azt e.a. XVI-
II mimllkiden baslayir ve orta esrlers ki-
mt davam edir (C.Ristemov, 1994).

2. Apanlmms arxeoloji gazintilar zama-
m agkar edilmis on minlorle arxeoloji ma-
teriallar - caxmaq dast ve bazalt cinsh ¢ay
daglarindan diizaldilmis das ddvriiniin
smpok alotlori vo silahlan, siimiikdan ox
uclan, baliq toru toxumaq liglin alatlor,
biitin tarba  dévrler Ugln dagdan,
siimiikden, bahqgqulag: pullarindan, pas-
tadan vo s. dlizeldilmis bezak egyalar, gil
~ gablar vo va qinntilan - Qobustan Divlat
tarixi-badii qorugunun ar-xeoloji fondunu
taskil edir ve sargi-ekspozisiyasim be-
ZBYII.

3. Arxeoloji qazintdar zamam diisor-
galordo minxtalif tarixi ddvrierds yaran-
mig madani tobogolordon askar edilmig
kicil 6lgiild daglar ve diisergalerin divar-
larimin medeni tabage Srtmils hisselarin-
don agkar edilmis qedim sokiller
gayaiistii tesvirlerin tarixini dogiqlesdir-
mak isinda bdylik shomiyyste malikdir.
S8z yox ki, diigergalor, yasays yerlari ve
gebir abidelerinde daslar lizerinde agkar
edilmis gadim tesvirler arxeoloji vo be-
zon hatta geoloji cohatdon dovril dagig-
lagdirilmis madeni tsbagenin iginden,
onun drtdiiyll qaya sahesinden tapildigina
goro onlann tarixi tapiidigl tobegenin ar-
xeoloji materiallarindan gec deyil, heg ol-
masa yasiddir vo ya daha gadimdir. Bu
baximdan "Anazaga", "Kaniza", "Oveu-
lar zagasi”, "Okiizler-2", "Maral", "Fi-
ruz", "Firuz-2", "Ceyranlar” ve "Qayaara-
s1" vo "Qayaarasi-2" diisergslerindan,
"Bovyiikdag" ve "Daire” vasayis yerlerin-
don ve kurganlardan yeddisinin gabir va
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1986, Rustamov-1994 and over 100 the-
ses articles in media and booklets about
Gobustan), and in some places the explo-
ration excavations were carried out.

The results of performed archeolog-
ical excavations and research works
revealed that:

I. The living history of the people
on-rock drawings on Gobustan is not
dated to III, VI, or VIII millenniums BC
(Jafarzade-1973), as it was considered
before conduction of archeological
excavations, but begins at the very least
in XVIII millennium BC and continues
till the Middle Ages. (J.Rustamov-
1994)

2. Tens of thousands of archeologi-
cal materials discovered in results of
carrying out archeological excavations
revealed that the Stone Age's labor tocls
and arms made from flint and river
stone of basalt origin, bony tips on
arrows, tools for weaving fishing nets,
as well as all ornaments, clay dishes or
their remains covering all historic peri-
ods have formed archeological fund of
the Gobustan State Historical and
Cultural reserve and beautify its exhibi-
tion and display.

3. Small-size stones and the ancient
drawings discovered under the frag-
ments of cultural layers covering walls
of the settlements, which were found
out in the cultural layers of various his-
torical periods during archeological
excavations, are of big importance in
the sense of precise specification of dat-
ing of the drawings. [t is obvious that



kromlex daslannda agkar edilmis 104 ki-
¢ik dag ve 43 adad gayanin madoni toba-
ge basmus saheosindo agkar edilinis
yiizlarlo qadim gekillor qayaiistii tasvir-
lenin dévrlinii dagiqlesdirmek igiin bir
ndv dofum sehadstnamasi senadi sayila
bilar.

4.Kegen 30 ilden cox dovr erzindo
Qobustanda yuxarida gésterilen abidalor-
de apardifimz gazint1 ve tedqiqatlar Qo-
bustanda yasayigin 15-20 min il bundan
gabaq baslandigini, onun gadim qayaiistii
tosvirlorinin, bazilorinin iddia etdivi
kimi, buraya ova gelanler terafindon yox,
Qobustanin éziinde yagamis qodim yerli
sakinlor terofinden yaradilmis modo-
niyyat, bu modeniyyotin koklorinin bura-
da hele iist paleolit dovriniin sonlanindan
bagladigimi aydinlagdimmigdir. Qobustan-
da arxeoloji gazintilar Azerbaycanda me-
zolit (orta dag) ve neolit (veni das) dovr-
lari problemlorinin helli {igtin asas ol-
musdur (Riistemov. Azorbaycan tarixi, 1
cild, II fosil).

Qobustanda mezolit dévrii diigargsle-
rinden minlorle das alet ve onlarm isteh-
sal tullantlart tapilmigdir. Qoadim go-
bustanhlar alet diizeltmok Uglin esasen
caxmaqg dast ve gay dagindan istifade et-
miglor, Caxmaq dasindan mikro Gl¢iill
iki-ti¢ (ki¢iklarinin uzunlugu 1,0; eni 0,3;
qalnhg 0,1 sm-s gador), iichucaq, seg-
ment ve trapes gokilli (hondesi formali)
alatlor, bigagvari I6vhe ve golpolerdan
hazirlanmrg mixtolif formall gagov, br-
¢aq, kaser va kasarcikler, bizlor, sade ox
uclart ve s. hazirllamuslar. Cay dasindan
ise iri $lgiildl aletler - siirtgaclor, ¢apacag,
iskona, kerki formah yerqazanlar vo s.
hazirlaruslar,

Qobustanda vuxan paleolitin sonun-
dan mezolita kegid dévriinde gedim «qo-
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the ancient drawings discovered in set-
tlements and on the surface of burial
stone monuments are of the same age or
even older, than the cultural layers,
whose history is specified by archeo-
logical and even geological point of
view, where they have been discovered.
In this regard, settlements 'Anazaga,’
'Kenize,' 'Ovchular zagasy,' "Okuzler-2,'
‘Maral,' ' Firuz,' ‘Firuz-2,' Jeyranlar' and
'‘Gayaarasy' and (Gayaarasy-2' can be
considered as birth certificates for 104
small stones and 43 rocks as well as
hundreds of ancient drawings discov-
ered under cultural layer in this area.

4, The excavations and researches
carried out by us in the past period of
over 30 years revealed that In Gobustan
life appeared here 15-20 thousand years
ago and clarified the fact that the on-
rock drawings of Gobustan were not
products of hunters visiting this place,
as some scientists claim, but by the cul-
ture, created by the ancient local settlers
since the Upper Paleolithic. The arche-
ological excavations in Gobustan have
become into essential principles for
resolving the problems of Mesolith
(Middle Stone Age) and Neolith (New
Stone Age) periods of history of
Azerbaijan (Rustamov, History of
Azerbaijan, Volume 1, Chapter 2},

In the settlements of Mesolith period
thousands of tools and industrial wastes
were found. The ancient Gobustanis
mostly used flint and river stones for
production of tools, From flint they pro-
duced micro-sized and sharp (the length



bustanhlar (Qayaarasi diisergssinin mate-
riallarina esasen) ceyran ovculart olmus-
lar. Sonra onlar (Anazaga materiallarina
95asan) ceyran ve gur ovlamislar.

Mezolit dévriniin sonundan Qobus-
tanda amak alatlori igorisinda burma isu-
Iu ile desilmis ve cilalanmig aletlar, ko-
bud dag toxalar (vergazanlar), yabam
denli taxilin sinbuliini vifmaq {igiin bi-
caglar meydana ¢ixir. Siimitkden baliq
vurmaq ve baligethq toru toxumaq iiglin
xiisusi alotler hazirlanir. Bu vaxtdan tese-
rrifatda heyvanlarin ohlilogmoy2 bagla-
masi ilo istehsal tosarriifatinin yiirlig mor-
holesi - neolit dévrl baglanir.

Serqt Avropada mezolit dévril (emek
alatlarinin hazirlanma formalar ve tasar-
nifatda doyisikliklor) eramuzdan avvel
1X-VI minilliklera aid edildiyi halda
Serqde, o ciimlaeden Azerbaycanda, bu
dévr madeniyystinin yaranmas! eramz-
dan evvel XII-VIIl minillikler arasinda
bag verir. Azarbaycanda neolit dovril ise
VII-VI minillikleri ahats edir.

Qobustanda dasalti diisergelarden as-
kar edilmis neolit ddvrii materiallar
Oziinii mezolit dovriiniin davarm kimni gos-
torir va ¢ox vaxt onlar1 ayirmag ¢otin olur.
Bu, Qobustanda neolit dévrii heyat tarzi
ve toserriifat gostericilorinin  mezolit
dévriinden meydana galmasi ve kegidin
hayatin davami ile bag verdiyini gdstorir.
Neolit dovriiniin inkigaf etmis ve son mer-
helasi Qobustanda zaif ve ¢otin nezers
carpir. Goriinilir neolite kegid doévriiniin il
¢aglarinda Qobustanda bas vermis tobii
hadiseler (qayalann ugmas, yer doyismo-
si, bolke do zolzole) nsticosinde "Ana-
zaga” va "Kanize"de misyyen miiddate
heyat dayanmus, sonraki dovrlarde yeni-
don gaynamaga baglarmsdir.

5. Qobustanda apardiguniz arxeoloji
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of smallest is up to 1.0 om, width - 0.3
cm, thickness - 0.1 ¢cm) tools in triangu-
lar, segmental or trapeze (geometrical
figures) shape. From river stone they
produced large-size tools, such as
scraper, hatchet, chisel, spade.

In transition period from the end of
Upper Paleolith to Mesolith the ancient
Gobustanis {according to materials of
the Gayaarasy settlements) were
gazelle hunters. Afterwards, according
to Anazaga materials, they hunted
gazelle and gur.

While in Eastern Europe the Meso-
lith era is dated from IX-VI BC, in the
East, including Azerbaijan, this era
takes place between the beginning of
XII and VIII millenniums BC. As for
Neolith period, it starts in Azerbaijan in
VII-VI millenniums ago.

The Neolith era materials discovered
in  Gobustan settlements represent
themselves as continuation of Mesolith
era, and in many cases it 1s difficult to
differentiate them. Transition of the
way of life and industrial indicators
from Mesolith to Neolith era shows that
life went on. Neolith period is strong in
the beginning, but its traces of the later
period are rather weak and difficult to
notice. Apparently, the natural disas-
ters, which
(crash of rocks, land movements, even
earthquakes) brought in the end to stop-
page of life in the 'Anazaga' and
Kenize' settlements, but in the further
periads started to revive again.

3.

occurred 1n Gobustan

Results of archeological exca-



gqazintl va todgiqat iglernin nsticeleri
Qobustan gayalistii tesvirlar medaniyye-
tinin yaranmas: sabeblatinin izalm isine
da is1q sagir. Umumiyyetle, qayaiistil tos-
virlorin yaranma sobeblerinin izahi gox
miirekkab vo miibahissli mosalalarden-
dir. Arxeoloji adebiyyatda tarixin obrazli
ifadecilon olan qedim tesvirler hagh ola-
raq ibtidai dovriin, kegmisin incessnat
abidalari adlandinlr,

Tadgigatgilann goxu gedim gayaiisti
tosvirlerin yaranma sabablerinin ibtidai
ovsungulugla slagadar, bazilart din: ayin
merasimiorinin kegirilmesi ilo alagadar
meydana goldiyini gostorirler. Onlara go-
o Qobustan milvaqgeti ov yeri olmus,
sokiller ise vaxtagin bu yetlere ova gel-
mis oveular terafinden ¢okilmisdir.

S6z yox ki, godim gayaiistii tasvirlar
milayyon bir dévr ligiin onu yaradaniarm
dini gbriiglorini de oks etdirir. Balke ov-
sunguluq megsadi ile ¢okilmis rasmler
do az deyil. Lakin bizim todqigatlarn no-
ticolorl Qobustanda gayalistii sokillarin
yaranmasy koklerini ssasen maddi ale-
min, otraf miihitin, giindalik heyatin ak-
sinda, terenniimiinde, onlar1 yaradanlarin
diinya goriistinde axtarmag tdvsiye edir.

Qoadim qayaiistli tosvirlarin ovsungu-
luq amoallari olmasimn torefdarlan hesab
edirler ki, qayalar fizerinde heyvan sokil-
leri ovgular terefinden ov edocayi heyva-
m ovsunlamag, onun ugurtu olmasmi te-
min etmak maqgsedi ilo ¢akilmigdir. Guya
ovlanmas! nazerde tutlan heyvanmn ¢o-
kilmis sokli atrafinda marasim kegirmak,
sokli hadefe ¢evirmak ve onu zodalemsk
(Qobustanda bir ¢ox kegi tasvirlarinda
belinin kesilmasi kimi} ovan ugurlu ol-
masini tamin edirmis. Sslindoa bu oveuda
yalniz miiveffaqiyyete inam yarada bilsr.
Rali, ova gedorken onun ugurlu olacadi-
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vations and researches, which we car-
ried out in Gobustan, cast lights on the
i1ssue of the motives, due to which the
Gobustan on-rock drawings culture
appeared. Generally speaking, interpre-
tation of the reasons of origination of
on-rock drawings is very hard and ques-
tionable. In archeological literature the
ancient images reflecting history in fig-
urative way are reasonably considered
as the arts monuments of the past.

Most explorers bind the originating
reasons of on-rock drawings to the
primitive witchcraft, some of them - to
traditional religious customs. According
to them, Gobustan was a place for a
temporary hunting, and the drawings
were performed by occasional hunters
visiting this place.

It's obvious that the ancient on-rock
drawings also reflect religious views of
their creators for some particular his-
toric period. Probably, there many
drawings made with witcheraft purpos-
es. However, results of our researches
recommend looking for the roots of rea-
sons of the on-rock drawings in materi-
al world, environment, everyday life
and the world concept of their creators.

Supporters of idea of connection
between the on-rock drawings with
witcheraft deeds consider that hunters
wanted to cast a spell on animals they
were going to hunt on and did these
drawings in order to have a successful
hunting, They claim that the ancient
people arranged ceremonies at these
drawings, using them as targets and



na inam lazimdir. Inamsiz inkisaf ola bil-
mez, heyat dayanar. Lakin bizim Qobus-
tanda apardifimuz tadqiqatlarin neticelen
aks fikre gotirir. Bele ki, montiqi olaraq
agor postorilon ovsunguluq harakatlori
ovun ugurlulugunu tomin etseydi gorsk
an ¢ox ovlanan heyvanlar els bu magsad-
lo tasviri ¢akilmis ve hetta baden1 zade-
lenmis heyvanlar daha ¢ox ovianmis olar-
di. Dempli, an ¢ox ovlanmug heyvan ma-
ral, okiiz ve keci olardi. Dogrudan da bu
heyvanlann tesviri Qobustan qayalarinda
on coxdur. Onu da geyd edak ki, Qobus-
tanda valmz bir dagda (Boyiikdas dag,
yuxari soki sahasindo 45 Ne-li dagin simal
uziinde) Okiize yay-oxla ov sehnesi var
ve Kigikdas daginda 58 Ne-li dasda
okiiziin teloye diismasi sahnasi gostori-
lib. Bir nego {tok-tok) dagda kegi ovu
sayilan sohnelorde ise kegini siivari nize
ile, iicdigli vaba ile, piyadann yay-oxla
ov etmalsri sshnalari do, marailann gagi-
s1 vo durusu sehnealori do, real vo miits-
nasib badenli, buynuzlan oldugu kimi
saxali gdzol sonat asarl sayllmali maral
sekillort deo, sxematik maral sokillori do
coxdur, Lakin arxeoloji gazintilar ve tad-
gigatlanin neticeleri gostarir ki, Qobus-
tanda maral he¢ ovlanmayib, gazmtilar-
dan on minlarla siimilk qahf igerisinde
maralin metbex simiiyii yoxdur. Okiiz ve
dag kegisinin simiiy(i tok-tokdir, Onlarin
ohlilosmiglarinin simiiyii (sonrak: dévr
abidelerinde) ¢oxalir. Qobustanda an az
tesviri olan heyvanlar ceyran ve gurdur,
bir da yirticilar. Qazintidan maral simiyl
olmadigr halda, tok-tek do olsa yirtic (it
canavar, babir, tlilkii ve s.) heyvanlarm
siimiiklori &n gadim "Qayaarasi” diiserg-
asinda 98%-a gatir, "Anazaga"dan on
mindon ¢ox siimiik qaliginn 40%-1 cev-
ran, 40%-i gur siimiyudiir, biitin godim
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hurt the animals' images (there are
many scratches on the images of goats
in Gobustan). As a matter of fact, after
such a ceremony a hunter could have a
certain belief in successful hunting.
Belief is necessary. Without belief there
can be neither progress, nor life. But
our researches in Gobustan give oppo-
site results. That is, if they wanted to
bewitch the animais, they would have
drawn images of the animals they were
going to hunt on most of all. Hence,
these animals would have been gazelle,
bull and goat. Truly, on majority of pic-
tures in Gobustan we can see these ani-
mals. But results of archeological exca-
vations and researches show that there
was no hunting on gazelles in Gobustan
as in excavations theré were none
kitchen bones of gazelles found. There
are occasional bomes of bull and
Caucasian goat. The number of these
domesticated animals grows in the
monuments of later period. The less of
all are images of gazelle and predators,
In the absence of bones of gazelles we
found plenty of bones of predators
(dog, wolf, lynx, fox etc.). In the oldest
settlement of ancient 'Gayaarasy',
where there are smallest number of
gazelle pictures, the number of their
bones reaches 98%, in more than
10,000 bones discovered in 'Anazaga’
40% belong to gazelles, 40% to gur; in
all ancient settlements there are bones
of seals, but its picture was found only
in excavations in 'Anazaga, and on
stone No 30B one animal image resem-






diisergelerdan suiti siimilyi var, sokli ise
yalniz "Anazafia"da qazint ile agkara ¢1-
xanlmg, 30B Ne-li dagda bir sded hey-
van gakli taxminen suitini xatiladir (qeyd
edek ki, Qobustanda arxcoloji gazintilar-
dan elde edilmis siimiik qaliglannin teyi-
natimi Azerbaycan Respublikasi EA-nin
miixbir fizvii, professor, paleontolog,
merhum Demir Haciyev aparmisdir).
Biitiin deyilanloerdan netica gixir ki, Qo-
bustan gayalistli tesvirlari ovsunguluq
emalleri kimi deyil, heyatin real toren-
niimii, dkiiz vo ke¢i totem obyekti, maral
sakilleri gbzollik simvolu kimi gayalara
hekk edilmisdir. Okiiz ve kegi zomane-
mizde da miigaddas heyvan, ailenin do-
landincisi hesab edilir. Marallarin gozel-
livi, quzlann bu adla gaginlmasinda, se-
venin §z sevgilisini marala benzetmakle
terenniim etmasinda, xalqimizin diigline-
asinde hamise gézellik simvolu kim: ya-
saylr. Daha bir mentig, marah Qobustan-
da niya ovlamayiblar, 8kiiz ve ket kami
etini niye yemoyibler ki, tak-tok da olsa
simiiklori qalaydi? Axi, on ¢ox marai tas-
virl ¢akilmis sonuncu minilliklerde Qo-
bustamn elo indiki gdrkomi, soran, sohra,
mesasiz torpaqglart gdstarir ki, maralin ya-
samas! ii¢iin Qobustanda serait olmayib.
Demsli, maral hem gdzellik remzi, hem
da toterndir . Qobustan qayaiistii tasvirle-
rinin kokii ovsungulugla deyil, heyatla,
hoyati aks etdinmasi, insanlarm diinyag-
oriisii ila baghdir.

Qayaiistii tosvirlerin kokiinii ovsungu-
gda gronler, gayaiisti tosvirlerls va-
ranmis hayat sohnslerinin do ovsungu-
lugla slagedar oldugunu gosterirler. Mi-
sal 1i¢lin, Qobustan gayalarindaki kollek-
tiv raqs - yallt oyunu sehnasini dini etigad
rogsi adlandirarag hesab edirlor ki, bu ciir
oyuniar béyiik ocaq baginda giinlerla da-
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bles seal. (It's noteworthy that identifi-
cation of the bones found during arche-
ological excavations in Gobustan was
performed by corresponding member of
Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan
Republic, paleontologist, the late pro-
fessor Damir Hajiyev.) Taking into
account all mentioned-above, we can
come to conclusion that the on-rock
drawings in Gobustan were not made
with witchcraft purposes, but bulls and
goats were used as totem objects, while
gazelles symbolized beauty. Till today,
bulls and goats are considered as sacred
animals, providing meal for household.
The beauty of gazelles, our national tra-
dition to call beautiful girls as 'gazelles'
has made this animal a permanent sym-
bol of beauty. Another point proving
this thought is that there were no
pazelles in Gobustan in the last millen-
niums to hunt. Even today Gobustan’s
landscapes, deserts, lands without
forests show that there were no condi-
tions for this animal to live here, Thus,
gazelle was both totem and beauty sym-
bol. The roots of the on-rock drawing of
Gobustan were not in witcheraft, but
connected to reflection of life and world
concept of the people.

Those who claim that the on-rock
drawings were purposed by witchcraft,
apply this theory to the images of life
scenes. For example, they consider col-
lective 'yally' dances on the on-rock
drawings a religious riot and danced at
these pictures around big fue day by
day to make the lucky hunting, they



vam edormis ki, ov ugurlu olsun. Gamilo-
rin burnuna isa giines tesviri gakermislor
ki, yagmurlu-dumanh havada glines ¢ix-
sin, firtina olmasin. Olbatta, birinei halda
axir noticedo menaca dogruluq gdriiniir,
lakin 9s1 sabsb yox, gondarma sobob
asas gotiirlilliir. Beli, birinei halda guya
yalli oynamagqla ovun ugurlu olmas: te-
min olunur. Lakin oynandifina, giinlorle
oynandigina gira yox. Belslikle, ov hey-
vani golib ovgunun qabagmda dayan-
mayacaq ki, biitiin glinii oynamisiuz, bu-
na haqquuz var?

"Yalli" yemok menasinda islodilen
"yal" sdziindondir. Hazirda Azerbaycan
Dévlat Filarmoniyasinin sehnasinda oy-
nanan Azorbaycan xalg rogst "Yalli"m
ulu babalarimiz birinci olaraq das dovr-
iinde oynamuslar. Ibtidai insanlar "yal"
(vemak) alde etmak ligiin ovda milvoffa-
qiyyet gazanmali idi. Lakin onlarn silah
caxmaq dagt gelpsalerinden diizeldilmis
kicik dag alstlarden, afac dayonakden,
ucuna das uclug barkidilmig nize ve en
yaxsl halda sade ve giicsliz (yeni ixtira
olunmus) yay-oxdan ibarat 1di. Ovlanma-
It heyvan, ov obyekti ise Qobustan gaya-
lar1 iizerinds tesvir edilmis iti qacan gur-
lar, ceyranlar, vohsi dkiiz ve qabanlar,
dag kegilari va s. idi. Bu heyvanlan gos-
torilon dag alotlerla ovlamaqda her bir ib-
tidai ovgu teklikda aciz idi. O, teklikda
hor hansi gostorilon vohsi heyvam yarala-
sa da, tuta bilmazdi. Bunun G¢iin ovgula-
rn ovsun merasimi kegirmasi yox, gebi-
lonin ovgu tizvlerinin "Yalli" ovununun
ganununa uygun bir adam kimi ahengdar
haroket etmasi, eyni anda ova zerba en-
dirmayi bacarmasi, biitin giini ov da-
linca qagmaga doziimiiz ve giiclii olmast
lazim 1d1. Biitiin bu herokat va verdislori
onlar bog vaxtlaninda "Yall" oynamaq ki-
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drew sun on the nose of their ships so
that sun always followed their ships, so
that there were no storms. Surely, there
s some logic in first case, although
there is a false, and not true reason was
taken as basis, Yes, in first case by
dancing 'yally' they might get some
luck in the hunting. But not dancing day
by day. They did not expect that the
more the dance, the more animals
would stand in front of the hunters, did
they?

"Yaliy' is originated from the word
‘yal,' that is meal. The Azerbaijan folk
dance 'Yally' they are dancing in mod-
ern times on the stage of the Azerbaijan
State Philharmonic was first danced by
our forefathers in the Stone Age.
Prehistoric men had te try very hard in
hunting in order to get 'val' (meal).
They were armed with spears tipped
with small stones sharpened with stone
tools. Tn the best case they might have
(newly invented) bow and arrows. And
their hunting objects were fast running
gazelles, wild bulls and boars, mountain
goats etc. It was extremely hard to get
this prey with the mentioned arms all
alone. A single primrmtive hunter would
not be ahle to hunt these animal on his
own. Even if he succeeded to wound
the wild animal, he won't be able to
catch it. This is why hunters held not
witchcraft ceremonies, but danced
'yally' in unison, actually training them-
selves to hit the right strike simultane-
ously and encourage each other in the
collective dance.






mi masqle alds edirdilor. Lakin dogrudan
da ovun ugurln olmasi fgin kollektiv,
ahangdar, miintazem oyun lazim idi ki,
gobilenin ovgu {izvlarinin ayaqglart biitiin
glinii ov dalinca qagmaga doziimlii (moh-
kam} olsun, Ov zamam {izvlerin bir adam
kimi {oyundak: kimi) horoket etmak vor-
digi, giiclii heyvana ovgularn eyni anda
zarbo vura biloceyi verdisi ve $. menimse-
sirtler, ovun udurly olmasin tamin etsinlor.

Ikinci halda, gomilorin burnunda gii-
nes gakmekle firttinali-dumanly giinde
giines ¢1xmaz. Bizim qobustanli babalan-
muz ¢ qadeor ajilsiz deyildilar ki, firtimaly
glinda gaminin burnuna giines cokib de-
nize ¢ixsinlar. Oksins, giines gadim qo-
bustanlilar {igiin de, biitiin canltlar ii¢tin
oldugu kimi, hoyat manboyi - hararet vo
Allah idi. Onlar giinage porastis edirdilar,
gemilerinin bumundaki giinegi homise
ozlen ile hesab edarek, hamise gaminin
gabagindaki giinas simvolinu o5l glinsse
torof ¢evirmoklo sohorlor Kaspi denizi-
nin gorb sahilindan {Qobustandan)} giine-
$9, sorge taraf liziir vo asl glinesla bara-
ber demzdo firlamb axgam yena gimage
teraf - gorb sahile qayrdirdilar.

6. Qobustanda ve {imumeon, godim
qayaiistl tesvirlorin ddvriiniin daqigles-
dirilmasi gayaiistii tesvirlorin tedgqigi ile
masgul olan tedgtiqatgilar Gglin bayiik
problemdir. Axi, qayalar Gzerinde tasvir
edilmis insanin da, her hansi heyvanin da
simas: minillikler boyu dayismir, okiz
okiiz kimi, keci kegi kimi tasvir olunur ve
s. Dayisen yalniz onlarim ¢ekilma dast-
xottidir ki, onu da arxeoloji gazintilann
noticetert olmadan, hanst ddvrlin maddi
madaniyyst galiglart ile yasid olmasini
bilmaden mileyysnlasdirmek ¢atindir.
Bels ki, agar tarix boyu tesermifat sahoalo-
rinin inkisaft, emek alodori, silahlar, me-
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In second case, you can't seriously
expect to avoid storms by drawing sun
on the nose of your ship. Our Gobustan
forefathers were not as stupid as to sail
i a stormy day. On the contrary, for the
ancient Gobustanis the sun was always
a source of life and their God. They
worshipped the sun. The sailed from the
western shore of the Caspian Sea
toward ecast and in the mornings
returned back with the real sun,

6. Specification of dating in
Gobustan and, in general, any on-rock
drawings is a real problem for
researchers, dealing with on-rock draw-
ings. Neither men, nor animals depicted
on such drawings never change. They
remain same in millenniums: bull is
bull, goat is goat. The only thing that
changes is style. And without results of
archeological excavations it is hard to
define to what particular era belong
these remains of cultural materials. The
remains of material culture found in
archealogical excavations in historical
industrial areas, such as tools, arms,
household items, ornaments and so on
should be dated earlier than the layer
where they had been found. However,
in Gobustan we often see the opposite
of this. In Gobustan the most real and
proportional drawings are older, and
schematic and hnear drawings belong
to the later periods. The reason of this is
in the requirements of each particular
period of time, it comes out of labor
activities of & human being, the world
concept, religious views and each mon-



isat avadanhidi, bazek asyalan kimi mad-
di arxeoloji gahiqlarin sadedon tokrmillog-
mise inkisafim nazoro alsaq, on real tos-
vir olunmus obyektlerin dévrii daha ca-
van sayilmahdir. Qobustanda ise ¢ox vaxt
bunun sksini goriirtik. Qobustanda on re-
al va proporsional tasvirlar daha qedim,
sxematik vo xatlorlo verilmis sorti rosm-
lor iso daha gecdir. Bunun ssbabi ise
dovriin telebt - insanin amek fealiyyeti-
nin, dinyagdrisinin, dini etigadlarinin
telobindon irali galir ve hor dévriin abids
kompleksi tiglin onun tarixi dévrlori lizre
xiisusi dost-xatti yararur. Bu va ya bagqa
dest-xettin  hansi dovrde yaranmasi,
dovriniin dagiglagmesi ise arxeoloji ma-
teriallara - maddi galiglara asaslandiqda
hagigete daha uygun olur.

Qobustanda arxeoloji qazinhlarla ge-
dim diigergaler ve kurganlardan, yuxari-
da geyd etdiyimiz daglar {izerinde tapilan
sakillor gayaiistii tesvirlornin dévriiniin
degiglagdirilmesinds xiisusi shemiyyste
malikdir. Belo ki, dag dévril yasayis ye-
rinden tapilimis gadim tesvir tiplerini tunc
vo daha sonraki yasayis verini vo qobir
abidslerinin daginda gérmiinik vo oksine,
Bu, qayatistix tasvirlerin dévriintin deqgig-
lesdirilmesi igine kdmak edir.

7. Qobustanmin gadim qayaiistil tesvir-
lori kolleksiyasinin mévzusu, onlarin
béyiik tarixi dbvrii shate etmasi, Qobus-
tanda aparilnus arxeoloji gazint: ve tedqi-
gatlarin naticalerinden az-gox damsdiq.
Bes Qobustanm gadim gayaistii tesvirle-
ri madoniyyatini yaratmig, yuxarida adla-
n cokilan ve sonrala dovrlerin yasayis
yerlerinde masken salib yasamig qedim
qobustanlilar kimlerdir? Hazirda 6z dili,
musigisi, matbaxi va gadim adat anana-
lori vo s. il3 basqa qonsu xalglar arasinda
secilon, milasir azorbaycanlilar gadim
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ument complex obtains style features
characteristic for its historical period.
As for the dating of creation of this or
that style it is better to rely on remains
of archeological materials,

The ancient settlements and burial
mounds discovered in archeological
excavations play a very important role
in specification of origins of the men-
tioned-above on-rock drawings. For
example, in the settlements belonging
to the Stone Age we don't see the types
of drawings typical to the Copper Age
and vice versa.

7. We talked more or less about
the topics of collection of the ancient
on-rock drawings in Gobustan and the
vast period of time they cover. But who
were the ancient Gobustanis who had
created the culture of ancient on-rock
drawings, who settled down in the set-
tlements where we presently hold our
excavations? Are the modern
Azerbajjanis, which differ from their
neighboring nations by their language,
musi¢, cuisine and ancient customs and
traditions, the SUCCE5501s of
Gobustanis?

I am a historian, an Azerbaijani, I'm
occupied with archeological research
on Gobustan monuments, but [ am not a
lingutst, nor [ am involved in the issue
of ethno genesis of Azerbaijan people.
However, the results that T have
achieved during archeological excava-
tion in Gobustan and the information
which | got from readings of relevant
literature allow me to share some of my



gobustanhlann varisl ridirmi?

M n tarixci arxeologam, az rbaycan-
hyam, Qobustan abid 1 rinin arxeoloji
t dqigi il m sgulam, Az rbaycan xal-
quun etnogenezi m s 1 si il birbasa
m ggul deyil m, dilci d deyil m. Lakin
m n Qobustanda apardigim arxeoloji ga-
zmtilarm n tic 1 ri v oxuyub tanig ol-
dugum aidi d biyyat m lumatlan sa-
sinda, onlan 6z s xsi m ntigimd n kegir-
m kl , bu m s 1 haqda 6z fikir v miila-
hiz 1 rimi sOyl y bil r m. Onlar asagi-
dakilardir:

1. Qobustanda mezolitin sonu v neolit
dovil rin (e. . VII minilliyin sonu VI
minillliyin sonuna) aid "Firuz" v "K ni-
z " dis rg 1 rind iki das dovrii q bri v
girxa yaxin tunc dovrii kurgani agilib oyr -
nilmigdir. "Firuz" dis rg sind agihmig
q bir bizi maraglandiran suallann cavabi
uctn xususi il maraghdir. Bu kollektiv
q bird onn fryash v birn frusaq
d fth olunmusdur. Q bird skeletl r cay
dasindan, stimiikd n, gabanin qihnc disl -
ri (2 d d) v basga heyvan digl rind n
asmalar (talismaniar), bahq toru toxumagq
v dayaz sularda baliq vurmaq ugln
siimiikd n hazirlanmug al tl r, caxmagq da-
st 1ovh 1 ri v cay dasindan al tl 1l
mugayi t olunmusdu. Q bird skeletl r
¢ox pis saxlanmis oldugundan q bir agilan
kimi, qazint1 dayandmlib, gazintmm gedi-
sind istirak etm k Ui¢lin antropoloq (Tarix
Institutunun bas elmi isgisi, o vaxt elml r
namiz di, sonra elml r doktoru, hazirda
dinyasim d yismig, m rhum R.M.Qasi-
mova gazmiiya d v t olunmus), q bir
onun n zar ti altinda, ekspedisiyanm elmi
iscil rinin bicaq v firgast il qazlib t -
mizl nmis, skeletl rd n gafa stimikl ri-
nin antropoloji olgll ri yerind ¢ olgulib
gotiirtilms, fotosu ¢ kilmisdir. Antropo-

ideas in this regard. They are following
below:

1 .In Gobustan, two Stone Age tombs
and some 40 Copper Age burial
mounds were found in settlements
'Firuz’ and 'Kenize," belonging to the
end of Mesolith and Neolith periods
(end of VIII till the end of VI millenni-
ums BC). The tomb which was found in
'Firuz' settlement is especially interest-
ing in this regard. There were ten adults
and one child buried in this collective
tomb. The skeletons in the tomb had
pendants and talismans of river stones,
bones, animal teeth, wild boar's fangs (2
items). There were also bony tools for
knitting fishing nets and catching fish in
shallow waters as well as tools pro-
duced from flint and river stones. Due
to poor condition of the tomb, the exca-
vation works have been stopped as soon
as the tomb was opened, and the anthro-
pologist (the late R.M.Gasimova, senior
scientific specialist, then candidate of
sciences, later - doctor of sciences) was
invited to participate in this research.
The tomb was under her supervision, it
was cleaned with brushes and knives,
skuiis of the skeletons were measured
in anthropological units and their pho-
tos taken. Examination of anthropolog-
ical remains revealed that the human
remains which were found in the open
settlement are the
remains of Homo Sapiens in
Azerbaijan. The tomb was dated from
early VIII to VII millenniums BC. In
this tomb, they buried men with both

tomb of 'Firuz'



loji qahiqlarn tedqiql gdstermisdir ki, "Fi-
ruz" dilsargasinde agilmig gabirdaki insan
qaliglan Azarbaycanda Homo Sapiensin
qaligidir . gobir eradan avvelki VIll-ci mi-
nifiyin sonu, VIl-ci minilliyin svveline
aiddir. Bu gebirda Azerbaycan xalqma xas
olan ham uzun ve hem de yumru gafali
adamlar defh olunmuslar. Son neatico ola-
raq Rebiyya xamm Qasmmova Qobustan
materiallan asasinda qadim qobustanlilart
cenubi avropoidler qrupuna aid edir . "Ko-
niza" diisargasindan yeni das dovriine (ne-
olit) aid tapilmis qadin kallesi ise avropo-
i irgin conub goluna - zerif kolle gapaX
Olgiilarinin ve lziin eninin kicik olmasi ila
forglenen goluna aiddir.

Robiyye xanim apardif paleoantropo-
loji vo antropoloji (somatoloji) tedgiqatlar
asasimnda gostarir ki, Azerbaycan xalqinin
etnogenezi hazirda meskun oldugu erazi-
do ¢ox gadime, an az1 mis-das (eneolit)
ddvriine gedib ¢ixib vo Azerbaycan erazi-
sindo etnogenez prosesinin gedigini heg
bir yadelli tesiri poza bilmoamisdir.

Qadim tiirkler paleoantropoloji galig-
larla tomsil edilmamisler. Ona gore do
onlarn fiziki tipi elms melum deyildir.
Azarbaycan xalqmun asas Gzoyini toskil
edan Kaspi tipi Zaqafqaziyanin, elace do
Qafqazm simal-gorq rayonlarmin eneolit
ddvrine aid paleoantropoloji galiglarinda
miayyan edilmigdir. Odur ki, Kaspi tipi-
nin tamsil etdiyi @halinin Zagafgaziyaya
golme olmasim siibut edan he¢ bir dalil
voxdur,

2. Biz hesab edirik ki, har hansi xal-
gin va etnik birliyin yvaratdimn madani
dast-xatt, o xalq ve etnik qrup vasa-
diqca, asrler, miniller kegsa da itmir,
inkisaf edir, kimliyini, mensubiyyatini
saxlaywr, xalqunh irsiyyatine, xalgin ge-
mina kegir. Boylk Azarbaycan orazisin-
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round and oblong skulls, characteristic
for Azerbaijanis. In the final results of
her research, basing on Gobustan mate-
rials Rabiyya Gasimova refers the
anciant Gobustanis to the group of
south europoides. The female skeleton
discovered in 'Kenize' settlement of
New Stone Age (Neolith) belongs to the
south tribes of europoides.

Palecanthropologic and anthropo-
logic (somatic) researches carried out
by Rabiyya Gasimova show that ethno
genesis of Azerbaijan people refers to
very ancient ttmes: to Bronze-Stone
(Neolith} period the very least, and
none foreign influence could intervene
into development of ethno genesis
process on the territory of Azerbaijan.

Ancient Turks are not represented
with palecanthropologic remains. This
1s why their physical type is not known
to the science. The Caspi type, forming
the basics of Azerbaijan people, was
defined by paleoanthropologic remains
found in the north-eastern regions of
Azerbaijan referring to Eneolithic peri-
od. Hence, there are no evidences prov-
ing that the population of Caspi type
came to Transcaucasus from the other
regions.

2.We consider that the cultural style
created by any nation or ethnic unity,
lives on through ages and millenniums,
develops, remains its umigueness and
features, and modifies the gene of the
nation itself. Existence of this hentage
on the territory of Greater Azerbaijan
reveals itself in archeological materials.



do bu irsiyysatin minilliklorlo yasamasi
arxeoloji materiallarda x{isusi element-
torin inkisafinda 6ziinli gdsterir. Sger
boyiik bir erazide tartxi dovrlarda mey-
dana gelmis arxeoloji madeniyysetlarin
gdstariciletinda bir madeniyyatin ele-
mentlori dévrce 6ziinden sonraki me-
daniyysetin gdstaricileri igarisinde qalir
ve yeni yaranmis madaniyyetin gdsta-
rici elementlari dovrce ondan sonra ya-
ranan madeniyyatin gostericilari igeri-
sinda yasamaqda davam edirse, bu fakt
bu erazide biitin ddvrler iizre made-
niyyetlerin yaradicistmin, ¢ orazide
yasayan xalqtn verli vo gedim xalg ol-
dugunu géstarir, Bu baximdan gslin
Qobustan qayalistii tesvirlori mode-
niyyetint yaradanlarin incesanet baxi-
rmindan da Azeriler olmasim gosteran
sehnalarden birins digget yetirak.

Qobustanda gomi sekillarinin goxlugu,
qazintilardan bahger toru toxumaq Ugiin
va dayaz sularda baliq vurmagq iigiin har-
pun tipli siimiik aletlor, gay dasindan gox-
lu miqdarda baligg1 toru ve ¢armag liglin
agirhq daglan, balig slimiiyii (ners balifi-
mn bel siimiiyii) tapilmasi gedim Qobus-
tanda ehalmin baliqgiligla de mesgul ol-
masmi gostorir. Hotta Boyiikdas dagi yu-
xar1 saki kolleksiyasmin 104 Ne-li daginda
ikl xatt arasmda olmagla (xattin bir ucu
baligin agzina birlesir). 1.M.Caferzadenin
eramizdan avval VI-V minilliklere aid et-
diyi tutma sahnosi, balq gekilleri do var
(Coferzada, 1973; das Ne 104).

Bir balig ovu schnasi ise Baki sehari
vaxmhgnda Six ¢i-merliyinde, asag his-
sasini Kaspi donizinin dalfalart déyen al-
¢aq qayaligda geyde alinib. Bu balig ovu
sehnasi ¢okilisi cohotdan xiisusilo marag-
hdir. Bu sehns qarba - denizs teraf mai-
I sal qaya Uzennda, vzunlugu 10 m, eni 4
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On a big area in historical periods, if
indicators of archeological culture keep
living within the indicators of next
archeological culture, this shows how
ancient the indigenous people were.
From this point of view, let's review
from artistic point of view one of the
scenes showing that creators of the
Gobustan culture of on-rock drawings
were Azeris,

Great number of ship images in
Gobustan, the bony tools for knitting
fishing nets and catching fish (har-
poons) in shallow waters, numerous
sinkers for hooks and nets made from
river stones, as well as fish bones (spine
of sturgeon), which were found in
Gobustan, show that the inhabitants of
the ancient Gobustan were occupied
with fishing, too. Even on the higher
piate of Boyukdash Mountain, stone No
104 there is a scene of fish hunting and
fish images referring to VI-V millenm-
ums BC, defined by 1.M.Jafarzade
(Jafarzade, 1973, stone No [04).

Another scene of fish hunting was
found in Baku surroundings, on
Shykhov beach (34). This scene is espe-
cially interesting by its drawing man-
ner. This scene was depicted on rock
looking toward the sea, on the area of
10 m long and over 4 m wide. Here,
there is a fish hunting scene which has
no analogues due to its natural reality,
drawing technique, and size. On this
scene there are three fishermen, stand-
ing in one line, pull a thick (the width of
the line on the rock is 8-10 cm) rope,



m-don ¢ox sahada tosvir edilmisdir, Bura-
da tebi goriniisi, ¢okilme texnikasi,
Olglsii cohatden heg bir oxsan olmayan,
denizde baliq ovu sehnasi yaraddomgdir.
Bu sohnade 3 nafer baliqer bir cergads,
yoZun bir ipi (qayada ipi gésteron xattin
eni 8-10 sm), gériiniir balige: torunun orta
ipini ¢ekirler, fp bahgglarm ikisinin be-
linden kegir. Onlar ipi 8l ile, Gigiincii balig-
¢t ise ¢iyni ils ¢okir. Baliggilarn hor
iiglinda galvar dizo qedor yiZilrmsdir, bel-
don yuxan iss qilpagdir. Onlardan biri
saqqallidr, binnde cinsi (kistlik) alameti
verilir, birinin ayaqlarimi deniz suyu
yuyur. Sonuncunun ayagina vaxin iki qrup
paralel xatlorin kesismasinden alnan so-
bake - bahgg toru seklinin hissasi galir.
Asagida, deniz suyunun ddyacladiyi se-
viyyade 9 balig sokli ¢okilib. Onlar ¢ox
real ¢okilmis naqga, ners vo basga bahg
novlenni tesvir edir. Baliglar bir ndv he-
rekatde kimi (bedene gére, quyrugu ve
lizgaci 1la), iizeri tebii kimi pulcuglarla,
bas, beden, quyruq simmetriyasi ilo elo
real ¢okilmisdir ki, adarmi heyran edir. Ba-
higglardan ikisinin hindirliyi 3,9 metr,
birininki 4,33 metrdir. Bahgeilann hor bi-
rinin bag! {stiinda bir deniz gagayis1 ugus
vaziyyatinde tasvir edilmisdir. Sehnaden
25 metr gsimala isa uzunlugu 175,
hiindiirtiiyti 195 sm olan bir dove sokli qa-
zilmgdir. Tosvirlarin xetlerinin eni 3-5
sm, derinhyt 2-3 sm-dir.

Biz hesab edirik ki, bu boyda sahade
gostorilon Olgiilards simmetrik vo ol-
dugca real sshne yaratmag qodim qobus-
tanli-lann irsiyyetini saxlamus novalan
goke bilardiler ki, bu da yerh xalgin min
illar orzinde bu erazide vasamagla &z
adot-ononalorini saxlamasi, verli olmasi
naticasidir,

3. "Firuz" diisargasinds vasanus go-
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apparently connected to the fishing net.
The rope goes across the waists of two
of the fishermen. They pull the rope by
hand, while the third fisherman pulls it
by his shoulder. One of them is beard-
ed, one of them is given sex (male)
signs, feet of one of them is in the sea
water. Below, at the sea level there are
very realistic images of 9 fishes. The
fishes are drawn in dynamics. Two of
the fishermen are as tall as 3.9 m, the
third one - 4,33, Each three fishermen
have a seagull flying above their heads.
In 25 meters north from this drawing
there ts an image of camel (length 175,
width 195 cm) dug out on the rock.
Width of the lines in the drawing is 3-§
cm, depth - 2-3 cm.

We consider that creation of such a
drawing on such a big area shows that it
could be made by the successors of the
ancient Gobustanis, which had lived
though millenniums in this territory and
were able to protect their cultural her-
itage.

3. The ancient Gobustanis living in
the "Firuz' settlement were mostly occu-
pied with fishing. During excavations
in a grave area there were 3 small
stones discovered with ancient ship
images, which were considered by the
prominent traveler Thor Heyerdahl as
the most ancient ship images, which
makes Gobustan the origin of ship-
building in the world.

It's noteworthy that in the article on
the 'Azerbaijan International Magazing'
links to Thor

about Azerbaijan,






dim gobustanhlar esasen baliqgiliqla
masgul olmuglar, Burada arxeoloji qazin-
t1 zamam qobir sahesinden tapilmis, yu-
xarida qevd olunan, arxeoloji materiallar-
dan basga gobrin gismen ortdiiyii qaya
sahasinda ve diigergade madeni tebage-
den tapumis 3 aded kigik das iizerinde
godim gemi tesvirlori de agkar edilmisdir
ki, Qobustana gelmis diinya seyyahit Tur
Heyerdali buradaki gemi tesvirlarinin an
gadim, Qobustanin diinyada gemigiliyin
birinci ocaf olmasina inandirmigdir,

Qeyd edok ki, T.Heyerdaln "Azer-
bayjan international” jumalinda yazdig
"Azarbaycan elagelert” meqalasinde vi-
kinqlerin birinci Kralinin ulu babas Azer
Odinin gatlama getmide Seorgi Zagafga-
ziyadan - Aser adlanan yerden getdiyi
gostarilir. Qobustanda gatlama goemi sok-
li Dasg quslaq sahesindedir. Man Tur
Heyerdala qatlama geminin seklini gaya-
da yox, yalmz slaydda fotosunu gdstorib
vermigdim, Qxuculan yaqin ki, T Heyer-
dalm yazdig Viking Kral ailesinin Qaf-
gazdan getmasi ve Azarle yanast ulu ba-
balar1 Odinin adinin islonmesi maraglan-
diracaq. Bsli, Azerlor kimdir, azarbay-
canlilarla dogrudan da qohumlugu varmm?
Azerbaycanhlann babalan (sovkokii)
kimdir?

1999-cu ilin evvelinde Tur Heyerdal
vazacadl ki- tabda aydinliq slde etmak
tgtin Statoyl sirkati vasitesila bize 6 sual
ile miiraciat etmigdi. Suallarda 1) Skandi-
naviya tarixinde evvellor Skandinaviya
xalglanmin Azerbaycanla alagesinin olub
olmadift;, 2) Azerbaycan azorler Glkasi
demekdirmi? 3) Azar tok, Azeri cam ha-
lindadirmi? 4) Tarixe qoaderki dévrlerda
Skandi-naviva ile alaganin clmasi tas-
diq edo bilocak yazili, arxeoloji vo ya
basqa menbs varmu? 3) Qobustandaki
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Heyerdaht mentions that the forefather
of the king Carl I of the Vikings, Azer
Godin started his travel on an assembled
ship from the eastern Transcaucasus in
the place named Azer. There is an image
of assembled ship oin area of the Dash
village. Thor Heyerdahl could not see
the picture of the ship on the rock, but 1
gave him its slide photo. To readers it
will definitely be interesting that Thor
Heyerdahl mentions Azer together with
their forefather Odin. Who are the
Azeris? Do they really have anything in
common with Azerbaijanis? Who were
the forefathers of Azerbaijanis?

In 1999, Thor Heyerdahl applied to
us via Statoil company with 6 questions
he needed to clarify for the book that he
was writing. These are the questions:

1.Were there any relations between
Scandinavian countries and Azerbaijan
in past?

2.Does Azerbaijan mean ‘land of
Azers'?

3.Is Azer for singular, and Azeri for
plural?

4.Are there any written, archeologi-
cal or other resources indicating to rela-
tions with Scandinavia in prehistoric
times?

5.Who and when wrote the Roman
writing in Gobustan?

6.1Is this true that in Azerbaijan there
lived a mountain tribe, which first
adopted Christianity and called them-
selves 'Azer'?

[ answered to Thor Heverdahl's
guestions [-4, basing on materials that



Roma vazisint Kim ve na vaxt yazmisq-
dur? 6} Dogrudurnmu ki, guya Azorbayc-
anda ilk xagparest clan tacrid edilmis
dagh gabile yasamus ve tzlerim "Azer"
adlandirmslar?

Moen Tur Heyerdalin 1-4 suallarina
izah ile, mentiqi olaraq mende olan ma-
lumatlar asasinda cavab yazdmm. 5-ci sua-
la 159 Qobustan muzeyi ligiin hazirladig-
im Qobustandaki Roma kitabasi haqda
buklet gdndordim. 6-c1 sual ise mon belo
ca-vabladim: Azorbaycan xalqu Azeri
naslindendir. Azeri ve Azlar Azorbayc-
an etnogenezinda ilk va asas rol oynamig-
lar. Onlardan tdreyen midiyalilar, alban-
lar, atropatenler va kaspilor Azori, yeni
Azarbaycan dilinde damnisan azorbaycan-
lardir, Onlardan, IV-cii esrde, albanlar
xacgperestliyl gebul etmiglor (Surivadan).

1999-cu ilin may ayinda Tur yazacagi
kitabimn hissolorini voxlanib doqiqles-
dimmek ii¢lin yenidan Azerbaycana geldi
ve bu barada topladifn yeni materiallar
asasinda vikinglerin birinci Kralmin ulu
babast Azor Odinin romalilarin buraya
gol-most ilo slagedar, 84-96-¢1 iller ara-
sinda Qobustandan getmasi fikrini maru-
zolorde inandinct olaraq geniglondirdi.
Heyerdalin bu miilahizesine asasan Azer
Odin Qobustandan eramizin 1 asrinin
axirlannda gedib. Bu, gatlama gemilsrin
gakilme dovri 1l uygundur. Heyerdalin
ganaatine gdre Roma gosunlarinin Azar-
baycana {Qobustana} gelmsasi ile onlarin
ziilmilinden qorxan Azor Odin ailesi ile
Oz torpagim buraxib Kaspi, Qara deniz,
Dnepr cay1 va s. kegarek kogilb getmig-
dir. Lakin bizde Azer Odinin niye kdgiib
getmoasi hagda daha veni bir fikir style-
mak iigiin do molumat var.

1995-ci ilde T.Heyerdalin " Azarbayc-
an slagelen" meqalesi ¢apdan ¢ixandan

['ve possessed; as an answer to the
question 5 I've sent him the booklet I
wrote about the Roman writing in
Gobustan. As for the sixth question, this
is what I wrote: Azerbaijan people
come from Agzeris. Azeris and Azs
played a significant role in Azerbaijan
ethno genesis. They gave birth to
Midians, Albanians, Atropathenians
and Caspis, that is, Azerbaijanis speak-
ing on Azerbaijan language. From
them, Albanians adopted Christianity
(from Syria) in IV century.

On May 1999, Thor arrived to Baku
again to check and specify certain parts
of his book, and basing on new materi-
als gathered in this regard, he expanded
the convincing part of the book devoted
to the departure of Azer Qdin, forefa-
ther of the king Carl I of the Vikings in
84-96 AD because of invasion of the
Romans to these places, According to
this assumption of Heyerdahl, when the
Roman armies invaded Azerbaijan
(Gobustan) Azer Odin, scared of their
power, moved from here together with
his family toward the Caspian Sea,
Black Sea, Dnepr River etc. However,
we have another information regarding
why Azer Odin left from here.

When Thor Heyerdahl's article

- 'Azerbaijan binds' was published in
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1995 our late linguist, candidate of
philology sciences, docent of Turkology
chair at the Baku State University Jafar
Jafarov gave me translation of this arti-
cle, and in his letter to 'Azerbaijan’
newspaper (6 June 1995) he talks about



sonra merhum dilgimiz, filologiva elmlori
namizedi, BDU-nun tiirkologiya kafedra-
simn dosenti Cofor Cafarov Heyerdalin
maqalesinin terciimesini vermis, "Azer-
baycan" gozetine (6 iyun 1995-¢i il) re-
daksiyaya 18 dekabr 1996-c1 il tarixli
maktubunda (geyd edim ki, Cofar miialli-
min maktubu gecikerek ¢ap olunmanus,
biz onun alyazmasi ila tanis olmugug. Al-
lah Cafar miisllime rohmaet elosin!) daha
bir sobsb haqda melumat verir,

O yazr: "Aser Odinin 6z qohum-aq-
robast ila Qafgazdan ké¢ilib getmesinin
sobabi ¢ox muxtslif ola bilardi, IX osr ta-
rixgisi Ol Istexri xebar verir ki, arablar
Araz atrafi rayonlarda yasayan Aserleri
gqlmedan kegitib biitdvlikle mahv etdi.
Ehtimal ki, Aser Odinin 8z ailasi ila vo-
tonlerindon koglib getmosi sobablerin-
den biri do onlara gars: olan z(trnkarhg-
lar olmugdur”.

Belalikla, bir masealenin ssbobi ki
izah alir - Roma qogunlarmin Qobustana
golmosi ilo va aroblarin bitporest ohali-
ni qulincdan kegirmesile. Birinci sababe
gore Azer Odinin qatlamib biikiilen gemi-
de getmesi vo gominin tarixi bu fikre ay-
dinhg getirir. ikinci halda Azer Qdinin
gatlanan gomido getmoasi VII asro
dismelidir, Slbetta, oasrin vvvelinds
mdvcud olan gatlama gemiler VII esra
qeder va daha sonraya kimi de istifade
edils bilardi. Bu ciir izahatda Tur Heyer-
dalin "Nedelya" gozetinin 14 may 1999-
cu il ndmrasinds "Norvecds azerbaycan-
lilar hakimlik edibler" misahibesinds
apardifi ve Azar Odinden baslayaraq 31
Kralin hakimiyyeti dovriiniin Aser QOdi-
nin kdcmaesinin asrin avvaling ¢atmasi
hagdaki hesablamas1 diiz galmir. Sger
Aser Odin romalilann galmesi 118 birmei
osrin sonunda - 90-¢1 illorde kogiibse va
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one more fact. He writes: "There can be
various reasons for departure of Azer
Odin with his family from Caucasus. Al
Istahri, historian of IX century, informs
that the Arabs wiped out with their
swords all Azers living along the Araz
River, Apparently, one of the causes of
departure of Azer Odin with his family
was these kind of oppressions." Hence,
there are two explanations for this issue:
invasion of Roman armies to Gobustan
and extermination of the pagans by
Arabs, In the option, Azer Odin left on
the assembled ship, which gives us idea
on its dating. In the second option,
departure of Azer Odin on the assem-
bled ship should refer to the 7th century.
Naturally, the assembled ships, used
since the beginning of the century could
be in also used till the 7th century. In
such interpretation, the idea expressed
in Thor Heyerdahl's interview "The
Azerbaijanis ruled in Norway" in
‘Nedelya' Newspaper on May 1999, that
Azer Odin's dynasty continued till Carl
31, does not match the facts. If Azer
QOdin departed due to Roman invasion in
the end of the 1st century - 90 AD and
became the first of the Scandinavian
kings, and king Carl 31 ruled till 1830,
and if each king ruled averagely 25
years (according to Thor Heyerdahl)
then the rule of Carl 31 would come to
755 AD, let's say, 800 AD. If we deduct
this number of years from 1830, it will
bring us to the period when Azerbaijan
was under the Arabs. Secondly, the fact
that assembled ship were depicted in the



Skandinaviya Krallanndan birincisidirse
ve 31 Kral hakimiyyeti 1830-cu ile geder
davam edibse, onda her bir Kralin haki-
miyyst dévri, Turun dediyi kimt, orta he-
sabla 25 1l olarsa, 31 kralin hakimiyyst
dbvrii cami 775, devok lap 800 il eder.
Onda 1830-dan bunu ¢ixsaq bu tarix
Azorbaycanda oreblarin  hakimiyyati
dévrine diiser, fkincisi, Qobustanda gat-
lanan gami sakillarinin asrin avvellorin-
de c¢okilmesi heg da o demok deyil ki,
sonralar ondan istifade olunmayib. Axu,
men hale 1981-¢i ilde Tura gatlama gomi
sekillorini gbstorib dovri hagda izahat
verarkan o, bu tip gomilerden zemans-
mizde do Mesopatarniyada istifade edil-
diyini sOylomisdi.

Bu messalade Azer Odinin $erqi Za-
qafgaziyadan gatlama gomida kogmasi-
nin sebebi onun ailesi ila birlikds
zitlmden gagmasi ile baghdirsa, men bu-
nun sabobini romalilanin golmesi ile yox,
arablarin gelmasi vo biitperest shalini qi-
lincdan kegirmasi ilo bagh miilahizeni
@sas gotirirom. Moan 35 ilde diamem
100 kilometrden ¢ox olan boyiik Qobus-
tan srazisinda (Kaspi denizindon Samaxi
rayonuna, simaldan Sumgqayit¢aydan co-
nubda Pirsaatgay ve Hacigabul saherine
geder olan erazide) Biyiikdas dafinm
atayindeki Roma gosunlannin birinci es-
rin 84-96-c1 illor arasinda burada olmasi-
m gdsteren kitabaden bagqa romalilann
heg bir izina, qalifina rast galmemisem.
Tur Heyerdala verdiyim Qobustanda Ro-
ma kitabesi hagda bukletds de qeyd etmi-
sam ki, romalilar Qobustanda ya yoliistdi,
ya da az miiddetda olmuslar, Demsali,
Qobustanda uzun middat qalmayiblar,
Belo olduqda da, onlar yerli ahaliden ar-
zag, su vo s. alsalar da onlar igiin daimi
qorxu varada bilmozdiler. Orablor ise
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beginning of the era does not mean they
could be exploited in the further periods.
By showing the pictures of Tura assem-
bled ships, 1 have already mentioned
that these type of ships were in the use
till nowadays in Mesopotamia.

In this regard, [ would prefer the idea
that Azer Odin left Azerbaijan with his
family on the assembled ship because of
Arabian invasion and oppressions they
made to the pagans, rather than Roman
invasion. On the whole area of Gobustan
{from the Caspian Sea to Shamakhy
region, with Sumgayit River of the north
and Pirsaatchay River and Hajigabul city
on the south) with diameter on 100 km
during 35 years of researches, I haven't
gver met any other trace or remains of
the Roman invasion despite of the writ-
ing at the slope of Boyukdash Mountain
saying about it in 84-96 AD. I noted in
the booklet about the Roman writing in
Gobustan, which I have given to Thor
Heyerdahl, that the Roman were either
passing through Gobustan, or stayed
there for a short time, Hence, they did
not stay long in Gobustan. If so, they
traded some goods, water etc with the
local population and could not scare
them too much. As for the Arabs, since
VII century they occupied the vast terri-
tory starting from Gobustan area to the
adjacent Absheron,
Shamakhy zones, Khanagah-Hajigabul
zone, Salyan, Lankaran and other
regions, too) and partially destroyed the
pagan inbes have tumed them to
monotheism. The Arabs established liv-

regions  {in






VII asrden baslayaraq Boyilik Qobustan
orazisi ve gongu rayonlarda (Abseronda,
Samaxt zonasinda, Xanagah-Hacigabul
zonasinda, Salyan, Lenkaran va s, arazi-
lerde) yerh, biitperast din ile yasayan
vhalini gistnen qilincdan Kegirmaklo te-
kallahliliga tehrik etmis, bu erazilerde gi-
mal kégerilorine garst erebler {igiin ya-
sayis yerlari yaratnms, dini mabadler,
"ocaq"lar teskil etmis, xalqi itastde saxla-
migdir. Onlann bu fealiyystimi Azerbayc-
anda dini yerlorin - miselman pirlerinin,
gohid gobristanhglarmn vo s. ¢oxlugu da
gosterir. Vaxtila sroblorin masksn sal-
diglan yagayss verlerinin adinda indiye-
dek "areb” sézii qalmigdir. Onlar ézlorini
indi do arob adlandirirlar va bunlar antro-
poloji cohstden basqgalanndan forglenir-
lar. Bunlarm devegilik pesesi sshra sha-
lisinden, daha dogrusu Qrabistan yarima-
dast ahalisinden qalmugdir. Hazirda Ors-
bistandan Azorbaycana kogitb galmis vo
burada yagamaga baglanus orebler yerli
xalgin igerisinde eriyib getrigdir,

Indiye geder adinda "Oreb" sdziinii
saxlarms, eroblar yerlogdirilmis (Orabler,
Orobgodim, Orobusady, Orsbgubal,
Irobdahng, Ireb Haci, Orebxana ve s,
kimi) kendlenin ¢oxlugu ve yayildig era-
zimin bdyukliyih Serqi Azerbaycanda
orobler golens goder birallahiiligm olma-
masi, yerli biitperost ohalinin areb istila-
¢rlarindan ne ezab ¢ekmalerini tasevviir
etmaye imkan verir. Bu soraitde Azer
Odinin ailesini deo gbtiiriib gomi ila bu
yerlarden kogiib getmasi tobil hal sayila
biler, Azer Odinin i35 asarlarden olmasi
igitit onun eramn evvellarindan, birinci
asrin axularinda vo ya areblann tazyiql
altinda kogmest onu Azerlikden ¢rxarmr,

Azer Qdinin qatlama gamide Skandi-
naviyaya getmasi vo sagada bu hagda
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ing areas, religious temples for the local
inhabitants to protect the northern bor-
ders from the nomads. Such activities of
theirs has been proven by numerous
Muslim sanctuaries, muiter cemeteries
etc. The settlements established by them
at that time, keep varying the word ‘arab’
in their names. They call themselves as
Arabs, and they differ from the others by
their anthropological data, These are
remains of the desert inhabitants dealing
with camel business, to be more precise:
of inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula .
They moved to Azerbaijan and settled
down here, and then assimilated with the
local population,

The big number of villages, spread
on a huge area, and other geographic
names, which include the word ‘arab’
and where the Arabs have settled down
(such Arablar, Arabgadim,
Arabushagy, Arabgubaly, Arabdahna,
Arab Haji, Arabkhana etc.) and remain
till the present, gives us ideas on the
absence of monotheism before the
Arabian invasion and how violently the
Arabian invaders implanted the new
belief to the pagan population. In such
circumstances, the departure of Azer
Qdin with his family on a ship can be
considered natural. Azer Odin remains
to be of Azer origins, whether he
departed before the era, in the first cen-
tury of this era or from under the
oppression of the Arabs.

The trip of Azer Odin on an asseim-
bled ship to Scandinavia, according to
Thor Heyerdahl, is depicted in a saga as

as



moalumat, T.Heyerdalin yazdifina gore
ofsano kimi galome verilir. Lakin atalar
misahdir: "Yanmayan yerdon tiistii ¢ix-
maz".

Boli, sagan: yazanlar hardan bilordiler
ki, Odinin goldiyi azerler torpafl Serqi
Azgrbaycanda, Kaspi danizi sahilindedir va
orada Azarlor deyilen xalq yasayir. Deto-
li, montigi olaraq sagada diiz yazlib, Azer
QOdin aserlerin niimayendesidir, Skandina-
viyaya Serqi Azerbaycandan gedib.

a legend. But we have a proverb: "There
is no smoke without a fire." 50, how the
authors of the saga could knoW that the
land of Azers where Odin has come
from is on the eastern Azerbaijan on the
seashore of the Caspian Sea, where lives
the nation named the Azers. Fience, they
have written it correctly: Odin was a
representative of the Azers and he
arrived to Scandinavia from Azerpaijan.
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AZORBAYCANLILARIN
SOYKOKO HAQQINDA

ON THE ORIGINS
OF THE AZERBAIJANIS



Son iller bazi azerbaycanlilarin (ta-
rixgi, dilgi, ziyals,...) zlerinin dilinde
tirk olmadigimtz haqda bayatilar sy-
lanir, oguzlar bizim babalarimiz kimi
gelema verilir, "Kitabi Deads Qorqud™a
istinad edilir va guya azerilarin etnoge-
nezinin izahinda oguzlarin asas rol oy-
nadig tablig edilir. Neco olur ki, baba-
lar eramizdan avvalki XVII minillik-
den iist paleolit dovriinden baslayaraq
mezolit, neolit, eneolit, ilk tunc (Kiir-
Araz) dbvri, Qobustan gadim qayaiistil
tosvirlar modeniyystlarini, tunc dévrii-
nin  Xocali-Gadebay medeniyysti,
Naxgivanda boyall gablar vo §. kimi
iimumi destxetle bir-birini tamamlay-
an madoniyyetlori yaradan xalqn,
azerbaycanhlarin - albanlarmn, midiyali-
larin, kaspilerin, atropatenlerin babalar:
[X-X-cu ssrlorde Orta Asiyada yaran-
mis, X-XI osrin avvollarinds Buxara
va Xorasana toraf herakst etrmis, 1040-
c1 ilda Selcuglarin rehberliyi ile Qabaq
Asiyam tutaraq Azarbaycana gelmis
turk oguz tayfalan olur? Mentigls buna
na cavab vermek olar? Bizes, Azer-
baycan xalgimin medeni kdklerini Gy-
renmaden onu hansisa kdgern tayfanin
atayine baglamaq ¢abahotdir.

Biz - azerbaycanlilar kimik, hansi
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In the recent years some Azerbaijanis
(historians, linguists, literate people
etc.) tell stories that we are Turks, that
our forefathers come from the Oguzes,
they refer to the 'Kitabi Dede Gorgud'
and propagate the idea that the Oguzes
play important role in the interpretation
of the ethno genesis of the Azeris. How
can it be that we, the Axzerbaijanis,
whose forefathers created the cultures of
the on-rock drawings since the 1Rth cen-
tury BC in the Upper Paleolith,
Mesolith, Neolith, Eneolith, Early
Copper (Kura-Araz period), Khojaly-
Gedabey culture in the Copper Age,
painted dishes in Nakhchyvan and other
styles, completing each other, could
come from the Albanians, Midians,
Caspians, Atropatenians whose forefa-
thers were established in the Central
Asia in 9-10th centuries, from the Turk
Oguz tribes who in the 10-11th cen-
turies moved to Bukhara and Khorasan
and in 1040 under the Selchuks seized
the Middle Asia and invaded
Azerbaijan? In our opinion it is mistak-
en to bind thoughtlessly the cultural
roots of Azerbaijan people to some
nomad tribes.
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kékden yaranmisiq? Azarbaycanhiyiq,
yoxsa indi enene sokli almis (tez-tez
meotbuatda yazilan, radio dalgalarinda
esidilon, teleekranda genig yer verilon
kimi) tiirk{ik? Qguzuq? Indi kimik, keg-
misda kim olmusugq - atropatin, midiya-
hlarm, kaspilerin, albanlann neva-ne-
ticolari? Azerbaycan dilinde damsan
azorbaycanlilarig, yoxsa qongularimi-
zin (balayanlarin) deyirmanina su té-
kenlarin dediyi kimi, hunnlarmn, skifle-
rin, mongollarin, farslarin, srablarin,
oguzlarin vo ya bagqa istilagilarm tor-
tokiintiisiiylik? Fikirlosmak adami dsh-
soto gotirir, Tirkdilli deyilen xalglann
dillari oxsardir, lakin na soz ehtiyati, ne
grarnmatikasi tam eyni deyil, ola da bil-
maz. Elace do Azorbaycan dilino, vax-
tile 8lkemize basqin edarak az miidde-
to torpaglarimizi tutmusg kdgari va isti-
lagilarin (oguz-tirkler, erabler, farslar,
ruslar) dilleri milayyon (az) tesir gos-
tarse da (sodzlor, deyimlar, rovaystlar
saklinda) onu dayisdire bilmamigdi.
Deyisilon golmalerin dili olur. (Vaxtile
Qobustan zonasina yerlasdirilmis arab-
lorin dili kimi). Dilin deyisilmasi, yerli
dilin itmosi, gelmolorin dilinin yayil-
masl xalqin bir hissasinin osas kiitlasin-
den ayn diismasi ile, onlara uzunmiid-
detli giindelik ziilm ve yeni dine itast
talobi ila bas verir. (Vaxtila Ermonistan
arazisindo yasamtis albanlarda oldugu
kimi). Axi, ermeniler aslinde Frakiya-
dan gsleraek, Dacle-Ferat ¢ay boyu ya-
samis Orman tayfalarina garisib onlarin
adin1 manimssyib ermeni olmus frag-
lardir. Sonra onlar Ararat dagi stekls-
rinda masken salib yerli albanlan dzls-
tina tabe edib albanlarin aya inananlar
olmast adini gabul edorsk haylar (aya
inananlar) olmus, dlkoni do Hayastan
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Who are we, Azerbaijanis? What are
our roots? Are we Azerbaijanis or
Turks, as this is widely propagated in
media, radio channels and TV pro-
grams? Are we Oguzes? Who are we
now and who were we in the past:
descendants and great-grandchildren of
Atrapatenians, Midians, Caspians,
Albanians? Are we the Azerbaijanis
who speak Azerbaijan language or are
we the remains of the Huns, Skithians,
Mongols, Persians, Arabs, Qguzes or
some other usurpers? Despite the lan-
guages of the so-called Turkic nations
are similar, their vocabularies and gram-
mars are totally different, and just can't
be same. Though the nomad tribes and
other invaders (the Oguz Turks, Arabs,
Persians, Russians) occupied our coun-
try and reigned here for a short period of
time and made a certain (not big) influ-
ence on our language (in the form of
some words, sayings, proverbs), they
have failed to change it. It becomes the
language of the newcoming invaders
(just like the Arabs settled down in
Gobustan). The change of language,
loss of local language occurs when one
part of the native population 1s divided
from their main part for a long time of
usurpation, permanent oppression and
adoption of new religion (just like it
happened to the Albanians who lived on
Armenian territory). For Armenians, as
a matter fact, are the Thracians who
moved from Thrace, mixed with the
Arman tribes living along the Dajla-
Farat River and then obtained their
name and became Armenians. After that
they settled down at the bottom of



adlandirmislar. Orebler Zaqafqaziyaya
goldikden, Hayastan orazisi albanlari-
nin miisslmanlagmis albanlardan arali
diismesi, onlarin fraklara tabe vo onlar-
la birgo xristian dininde qalmasi, xristi-
anliq adot-ananalorine qullug etmoak
macburiyysti get-gede albanlarin 6z
lagmasina sebab olmusdur.

Biz azeraycanlilariq, Azarbaycanda
- azeriler yasayan Olkade yasayirig,
Azorilarik, nece ki, els Ozbokistanda
yasayan Ozbeklar, Qazaxistanda ya-
sayan qazaxlar, Rusiyada yasayan rus-
[ar, Giirciistanda yagayan gircilar vo s,
kimi. Azsriler torpaginda, Azarbaycan-
da yasayan azerilerik, dilimiz de azeri
dili - Azerbaycan dilidir.

Manim todgigat obyektim Qobustan-
dir. Qobustanda arxeoloji qazintilar
aparmagla gedim qobustanlilarin miiasir
azerbaycanlilar {i¢iin ne qoyub getdikla-
rini, maddi galiglar ve qadim qayaiistii
tasvirlerinin tadqiqi @sasinda, bizls on-
lar arasindaki qohumluq slagalerini,
Azarbaycanin gadim sakinlennin mede-
ni inkisaf seviyyesini dyranmakla maes-
gulam. Etnogenezle slagedar tedqiqat
apariram, dilgi de deyilom. Bir azor-
baycanli ve Qobustan abidelerinin ted-
giqat¢ist kimi bilirem ki, nece adlan-
magimizdan asth olmayaraq babalan
Azix magarasinda, 15-20 min il avvel-
don Qobustanda yasarms, indi Tiirk ale-
mi adlandinlan bdyiik srazide an gedim
va yerli xalgm niimayendesiyem. Bali,
Sakit okeandan Qara donize geder indi
tiirk adlandirilan torpaglarn har yerin-
do, Markezi ve Orta Asiyvada, Dagistan-
da, Iranda, Ermaenistanda, Giirciistanda,
Tirkiyada qayaiistii tosvirlar var. Lakin
Uraldaki Kap magarasindan sonra en
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Ararat Mountain and oppressed the
local Albanians, took their name which
meant ‘believers in Moon' and named
their country Hayastan. Since the Arabs
invaded Transcaucasus, the Albantans
living in Hayastan area have fallen apart
from the muslimized Albanians, and
their subordination to the Thraceans and
common religion, adherence to
Christian customs and rites was a cause
why they have gradually lost their
native language and were assimilated by
Armenians-Thraceans.

We are Azerbaijanis, we live in
Azerbaijan, in the country where
Azerbaijanis lived, we are the Azeris
which, just like the Uzbeks living in
Uzbekistan, Kazahks living 1n
Kazakhstan Russians living in Russia,
Georgians living in Georgia etc., live on
Azeri lands, we are the Azerbaijanis liv-
ing on Azeri lands and speaking on the
language of Azeris - the Azerbaijan lan-
guage.

The object of my research is
Gobustan. By carrying out archeologi-
cal excavations in Gobustan I'm occu-
pied with analyzing of what heritage the
ancient Gobustanis left for modern
Azerbaijanis, what kindred relations
there are between us and them basing on
remains of the ancient material culture
and on-rock drawings. I'm not trying to
hold an ethno genesis research, nor I'm a
linguist, But as an Azerbaijani and spe-
cialist in Gobustan monuments [ know
that, not depending on how we are
called, I am a representative of the most
ancient local people whose forefathers
come from the Azykh Cave and lived in



qedim gayaiistii tasvirlar Qobustandadir.
Qobustan qayaiistii tasvirlarinin gadim
morhelesinin, sectyyovi qadin ve kig
tosvirlerinin oxsar1 gosterilen verlards
yoxdur, onlarin on gadim qayaiisni tos-
virlari Qobustan qayaiistil tesvirlerinin
agafidan 2-ci, 3-cli laylan ile uyfun ge-
lir. Bu o demekdir ki, Azarbaycan bage-
riyyetin yaranma ocaqlarindan biri ol-
dugu kimi, Qobustan da gdstorilan regi-
onlardaki gedim qayaistil tasvirlar ma-
deniyyetinin yaranma ocadl, onu yara-
danlar, gadin gobustanlilar, (vuxarida
gostardivimiz kimi) onlarin nave-nsti-
colari olan azarbaycanhlar regionda an
goedim ve yerli xalgdir.

Bozon meotbuatda, radio ve televiziya
veriliglarinde bizim tlirk, Azerbaycan
tirkli, Oguz olmamizi, Azerbaycan
sOziniin cografi mathum olub, yer ad bil-
dirmasinmi esidondo adam bu ciir disiinceo-
laro "qibte" edir. Megar azarbaycanh ol-
magimz, Azarbaycan - Azarlor yagayan
Olke olmasi, bizim ise burada yasayan
azerlar (Asaerlar) olmagimiz deyilmi?

Niye deyok ki, ruslar yagayan Rusiya-
da xalq ruslar, dillani rus dili, giircitlor ya-
sayan Gilrciistanda xalq giircii, dillan
giircii dili ve s. olsun, azorler yasayan
Azorbaycanda xalq tlirk (azen tiirkii), og-
uz, dili ise Azarbaycan dili, Azori dili yox,
trk dili olsun?

Biz hesab edink ki, dilimizi azerbayc-
an tirkcasi adlandiraniar da, bizim tirk ol-
mamizi saytglayanlar da boyiik sohv edir,
bizi tirkiin atoyino baglamagq istoyirlor.

Man hale 1995-¢i ilde "Tak sebir”
gozetinin ivun ndmrasinda yazdigim ki-
mi, onlar "Balayanlardan riigvet alilar™
bizi verli yox, gelme golemine verirler.
Niya bizun dilimiz azorbaycan tiirkcosi
adlandirdir, lakin dzboklarin, azaxla-
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Gobustan 15-20 millenniums ago, and
now I live on the vast territory called
presently the Turkic World. Yes, in any
part of the lands, presently called
Turkic, stretching from the Pacific
Ocean to the Black Sea: in the Central
Asia, Daghestan, Iran, Armenia,
Georgia, Turkey there are on-rock draw-
ings. But after the Kap Cave in Ural the
oldest drawings are in Gobustan. There
are no analogues to the ancient layers of
Gobustan on-rock drawings and typical
female and male images in the men-
tioned-above locations, where the oldest
ones correspond with only 2nd or 3rd
layers in Gobustan. This means that just
like Azerbaijan is one of the origins of
the mankind, Gobustan is the origin for
the culture of on-rock drawings, and the
ancestors and great-grandchildren of the
ancient Gobustan people {as we showed
above) are the Azerbaijanis - the oldest
nation living in this region.

Hearing from media, radio or televi-
sion that we are Turks, or Azerbaijan
Turks, or Oguzes, or that Azerbaijan is a
geographic term, name of a land I some-
times feel like 'proud’ of it. Doesn't the
fact that we are named 'Azerbaijanis' -
Azer+baijan - the land where the Azers
live mean that we are the Azers (Asers)?

Why. for example, Russians living in
Russia speak Russian, Georgians living
in Georgia speak Georgian etc., and
Azers living in Azerbaijan must be
catled Turks, and the language we talk -
Tuckic? In our opinion, those who call
our language the Azerbaijan Turkish, as
well as those who want to attach us to
the Turks are totally wrong, As I wrote



nn, firkmenlarin dili ézbak tirkcasi,
qazax tiirkcasi, tirkmen tiirkcasi vo ya
ukrayna slavyancasi, belorus slavyanca-
s1 devo heg yerde rast olunmur? Axy,
tirk dili ilo azarbaycan dili eyni dil ol-
sayd:, valniz lahce ila secilseydi, azar-
baycan dilindan (deysk ki, B.Vahabza-
denin eserlernt) tiirkcaye veo tiirk dilin-
don (Atatiirkiin kitabr) azorbaycancaya
tarclime olunmazdi. Axy, dilimizin navi
catmir? 56z ehtiyat? Musiqililiyi? $ei-
riyyati? Yoxsa, neyi?

BDU-nun professoru S.93liyarovun
redaksivast ilo buraxdigt "Azorbaycan
tarixi” kitabinda (Baki, 1997) miiallif o
gedar tiirk sozleri igledir ki, demak olar
bizi tiirk olmaga yonaldir. Lakin kitabin
20-¢i foslindo dilimizin vaxtilo beynal-
xalg dil olmasim etiraf edir ve guya Ru-
siyaya yaxinlasmagimiz dilimizi bey-
nelxalq dillikden ¢ixanb. Yox, dilimiz
indt de Qara denizden Hindistana ge-
dor, gadimda Aser, Az tayfalarmin tut-
dugu srazilarde basa diigiiliir. Ax1, bu
dil begeriyyetin yaranma ocaqlarindan
biri olan Azarbaycanda yaranmis go-
dim Azarilerin dilidir. Bas niye dil qru-
pu kimi azeri dili qrupu yox, tiick dili
grupu adlandinlib? Clinki bizim ds,
Rusiya tesiri altinda yasarmis basqa
xalglann da tarixi ve dih ilk olaraq 6z
siyasi moqsedlarini giiderek bizi tirk
(tatar) adlandiran rus alimlori torafin-
den Gyrenilib. Bels oldugda tebii ki,
Azarbaycani, Ozbakistan1 va s. divlat
Kimn tantyan ruslar onlarin na dilde da-
nismalan sualma Tiirk déviatinin dilin-
da (tiirk diline oxsar dilde) damsirlar,
tiirkdillidirlar deyiblar. ..

Tiirk kimdir, oguz kimdir, Azerler
{Asarlar) kimdir? Bu hagda fiknimizi
asason dilgi  alimlerimiz - filologiva
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in June edition of 1995 in 'Tek Sebir
newspaper, they have got "bribes from
the ‘balayans' (Armenians)”, they
describe us not as locals, but strangers,
Why our language should be called the
Azerbaijan Turkish while there are
Uzbek, Kazakh, nor Turkmen Turkish,
just as there is no Ukraine Slavie, or
Byelorussian Slavic? 1f Turkish and
Azerbajjan languages were same, dif-
fered only by dialect, then there won't be
need in translating from Azerbaijan to
Turkish (let's say, poet B.Vahabzade),
or from Turkish to Azerbaijan (Ataturk’s
works). What is poor in our language?
Vocabulary? Melodic tones? Rhyming
abilities? Then what?

Professor of Baku State University
S.Alivorov in his book "History of
Azerbagjan” (Baku, 1997) uses so many
Turkish words as if he makes us to be
Turks. However in Chapter 20 of his
book he admits that our language at cer-
tain times was an international lan-
guages and allegedly our closeness to
Russia removed it from its status of
international language. WNo, even
presenily our language is understand-
able in the areas from the Black Sea to
India where the Azers (or Azerbaijan)
tribes used to settle down 1n the past.
After all, this language was created in
one of the origins of the mankind -
Azerbaijan. This 1s the ancient
Azerbapjan language. Then as a lan-
guage group why it 1s not named as
Azeri language group, but Turkish one?
Because our history and language, as
well as the history and language of each
people which had lived under the






elmleri namizodi, merhum C.1.Caforo-
vun, filologiya elmieri dokioru F.A.Ce-
lilovun asarlori, 1848-c1 il "Kavkaz"
gezet, muxtolif ensiklopediya va goezet
moqalalerinden alda etdiyim malumat-
lar esasinda, 6z mentigim ile sdyle-
mayi Jazim bilirem.

Ovvala bilmok lazimdir ki, Azer-
baycan s6zii heg kas torafinden, heg bir
gerarla yaradilmayib. Séziin manas: da
basqa dlkalerde oldugu kimi, xalqm ad
ile "Asar"lor yasavan grazi menasuu
verir. Dilda Azarlor kimi saslenan
Asarlarin an gadim xalg, tayfa oldugu-
nu manbs saydifimiz qedim malumat-
lar (tok-tok sdzlorle olsa da) tosdig
edir. Aslar, Azlar haqda 1848-ci ilin
"Qafqaz" (rus dilinds) gazetinde xiisusi
hisselerde deyilir ki:

a) "Uzaqg esrlerde Qafqazda conub-
dan simala va oksino kegon mixtelif
xalglar orada miharibalor aparmaqla
¢zlarine hakimiyyat va sifiinacaq axtar-
mislar;

b) Kaspi denizinin serq sahih insan-
siz diizlor idi, buradaki kégariler ns
dévlat bilir, no sahor, onlann kendlori
da yox-dur. Qoarb sahili boyu iri sehar
galiglan, tabii yanan odlar var. Daniz
gah samle ¢ixsr, gah ¢ekilir, dlka 6z
yerli xlisusiyyotlorine malikdir;

¢} Qafgaz sdzit Kog-Kafg - yani ge-
ni§ daglar tiresi demekdir. Korg-Kaspg
1se Kaspi daBi. Strabon Eratosfens
asaslanaraq devir ki, Qafgaz daglarim
Qafqaz xalqlari 6zlori bele adlandirib-
lar. Basqalan iss Qafgaz so6zini Azla-
rin adi 1le baglayirlar. Bu xalqin dilinde
Kqoxg-Azi - qara Azov (Azlar-daf)
demeakdir, Azlar dagl ve vasslar dad
spzlne orta ssrlor soyyahlar vo rus sal-
namalannde rast galinir,
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Russians, was interpreted with political
purposes in the first place by Russian
scientists, which called "Turks' (Tatars).
In such a case it's natural that the
Russians, which did not recognize
Azerbaijjan, Uzbekistan, etc., as coun-
tries, considered us as speaKing on the
language of the state of Turkey, as Turk-
speaking countries. ..

Who are Turks, who are Oguzes,
who are Azers (Asers)? I find it neces-
sary to explain in my logics, basing on
the works of our linguist scigntists: can-
didate of Philology (deceased)
JLlJafarov and doctor of sciences in
Philology F.A.Jalilov, the 'Caucasus'
newspaper of 1848 and various encyclo-
pedias and newspaper articles.

First of all it 1s necessary to know
that the word 'Azerbaijan’ was not creat-
ed by someone's will or order. The
meaning of the word is like with other
countries says about the territory where
the Azers live. The ancient documents
{though very scarcely) witness existence
of the oldest nation or tribe named the
Asers (pronounced like Azers). In 1848,
the 'Caucasus' Newspaper wrote about
the Azs:

a.) "In the old ages various nations
in the Caucasus moved from the south
to the north and vice versa, have been
fighting in order to find place for them-
selves.

b.) Eastern shores of the Caspian
Sea were hfeless plains, native nomads
had no idea of states, or cities, and they
even had no villages. On the western
part of Caspian Sca there are remains of
big cities and there have natural fire



Tarixi matumatlar Qafqaz Aslan ve
ya Osslarinin, Azer-baycan xalqimin
hissosi kimi, avvoller Ari, fran orazi-
sinde yasadifina géra Iranh sayilan, bu
sababdan dili de midiya dilini (Azen
dilini) bilmeyan menbalarde iran dilli
hesab edilmis midiyali oldugu bildirilir.
Hotta yunan ve latin cograflarinin tes-
virlari va Cin salnamalerinde adi1 ¢aki-
lon Girgan azlan eramizdan 3 osr ovvel
Giiclii Parfiya Monarxiyas: yaratmiglar.
QQafqaz azlar, midiyahlar ve parfiya az-
lan vo va Dakiyalilar ham dil, hem da
fiziki cehatden yaxin idilar. Az ve Dak
gebile adidir. Azlarin (Asarlarin) me-
kani Hindistanla Qafqaz aras: erazi gbs-
torilir.

Qeyd edak ki, bu mieyyenlegdimme-
larin eramizdan ¢ox qabaq asrlords ol-
mast naticesidir ki, tiirk, oguz gobile
adma rast golmirik. Dil¢i alim C.Cefe-
rov "Bezi damga ve isarslarin etimoloji
izalil" meqalesinde istinadlar verersk
yazir ki, Aslart V.Tomson "Mangoeyi
malum olmayan xalq”, B.B.Bartold
"Qeyri tirk", L.N.Qumilyov ise "Sirl
xalq" adlandirmuisdir. R.Q.Kuzeyev iso
aslar etnonimi haqda "Altaydan-Urala
qader bdyiik bir srazide de gox meghur
olmusdur” deyir, Demali, etnonim tekea
Qafqazda deyil, diinyamn bir sira 6lke-
lorinde ds yaxst taninmmigdir. Tesadiifi
deyil ki, Azorbaycan (Azen) xalqmmn
kokiiniin aserler olmasi dziinii boytik
arazisindski etnonimlorde de glsterir.
Bu baximdan C.Cefarovun eserlerinde
As etnoniminin Naxgrvanda Asmu dag,
Asmi kandi, Asmi tayfasi, Asm gayi, Tu-
mash kendi kimi, Tobas Tovuzda, Dag
Tumasl, Cay Tumash Cabrayil
rayonunda, Hadrut rayonunda Tagaser
(Aserlarin dagi) kuni kond adi ve s. ga-

76

there. The sea either rises to the shore,
or steps back, the country has specific
features.

¢.) The word 'Caucasus’ comes
from 'Kog-Kafy', that is, 'wide mountain
chain,', and 'Korg-Kasp- means Caspian
Mountain. Strabon writes basing on
Eratosthenes: "The Caucasus Mountains
were named by the Caucasus people
themselves. The others link the word
‘Caucasus' to the name of the Azs. On
the name of this nation 'Kgohg-Azi’
means the Azov Sea. In the chronicles
of travelers of the middle Ages and in
Russian sources we meet the Mountain
of Azes and the Mountain of Yasses,

d.) The historic sources consider
the Caucasus Azes or Osses as a part of
Azerbaijan people, which earlier con-
sidered as Arians, and due to the fact
that the Arians lived on the territory of
Iran, it was considered that they were
Iranians {instead of Midians) and spoke
Iranian as the sources never knew of
Midian (Azen) language.

e.) Even in descriptions of the Greek
and Roman geographers and in Chinese
chronicles the mentioned (irgan Azes
established a strong Parthian monarchy
in 3 century BC. The Caucasus Azes,
Midians and Parthian Azes or Dakis had
physical resemblance. Azerbaijan and
dak are the name of tribes. The territory
of the Azes (Azers) was spread between
Hindustan and the Caucasus.

It's weorth to note that m as these
specifications existed in the very early
ages before this era, we do not meet the
names of Turks or Oguzes. The linguist
scientist J.Jafarov in his article "On cty-



hqlan gdsterir ve bu adlarin Assrlarle
bagl oldugu - yasadiff1 qeyd olunur.

Slave edak ki, deyilisinde va mana-
sinda Asor-Azer etnommi saxlanmig ad-
lar Azarbaycanda ¢oxdur. Meselen, Kal-
hacar rayonunda "Az vurdu” ik tunc
dévrii yasayis yeri, Araz ¢ay1 (Orazlarn
cay1) kimi. "Aza" Azerbaycanda gadim
sohor olub (Culfadan 20 km. Gilan ¢ay:-
nin sahilinde) indi de bu orazide Asag
Aza, Yuxanl Aza kondlori var. Qadim
Azerbaycanda Manna padsalunin (era-
dan svvelki 8-ci osrin son riibil) adi da
Aza, Asa, Aga caginlmisdi.

Olbatta, dilda islonan sdzlari
ciirbaciir formalara salmagq, mana ver-
mok olar. Xiisusen do ¢ox gedimds is-
ladilmis ve az qala yaddagdan silinmis
sdzler. Bazen dilgi alimlerimiz els sdz-
ler isladirler vo ele izahlar verirler ki,
no deyim... Lakin, onlann agar, ilgek
rolu oynyanlan da az olmur. Gdriiniir
As va Az sizlati do bu gebildendir.

Man cavan vaxtimda, 60-c1, 70-ci illa-
ro qoder da esitdiy-imdan va deyilenlar-
don elo bilirdim ki, azerbaycanhlar yalmz
bizik, veni simali azarbaycanlilariqg, ce-
nub qardaglar ijso azeri-lerdir. Sonra bir
miiddst biz de Azer xalqs adlandig, sonra
isd, nadense ve kim terefindanses Azarilik
gadagan edildi. Hazirda Azarbaycam co-
nub vo simal hissalore bdlen Araz cayinin
adi ar Aslann-Or Azlann - Azorlar cay
sdziiniin deyigmis formasi deyilmi?

Basqa bir ad - Azix. Azix magarasi-
nin adi haqqinda ASE-da gésterilir ki,
"Azix godim tiirk dillerinde ay1 demok-
dir . Oslinde Azix - Azlariq, Aslanq de-
makdir. Qeyd edim ki, 1960-c1 ildo
Azetbaycan EA Tarix Institutunun Pale-
olit ekspedisiyasinin flzvii kimi Azix
maZarasinin tapimast ve ik qazintisi-
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mologic interpretation of some stigmas
and signs" bring quotes about the Azes
by V.Thomson - 'the nation of unknown
origins,” B.Bartold - 'non-Turkic,' L.N.
Gumilyov 'mysterious nation,'
R.GKuzeyev wittng about the Azes
states that they were "famous on such a
big territory like from Altay and Ural
Hence, this ethnonym was known not
only in Caucasus, but in some other
countries of the world, too. It's not sur-
prising that the fact that Azerbaran
(Azeri) nation takes roots from the
Asers is proved by etnonyms on the ter-
ritory of the greate Azerbajjan. In this
regard, JJafarob in his works notes
etnonyms of the Azes in Nakhchyvan -
Asni Mountain, Asni tribe, Asni River,
Tumasly Village, Tobas i Tovuz
District, Tumasly Mountain, Tumasly
River in Jabrayil District, Taghaser (the
Asers Mountain) in Hadeut District and
other names of villages and mountain
and relates them to the Asers.

Furthermore, there are many names
in Azerbaijan, which remained spelling
and meaning of the word ‘aser’. For
example, in Kalbajar District there is a
settlement 'Azerbaijan yurdu’ of the
early Copper Age Araz River (nver of
the Arazes). There was an ancient city in
Azerbaijan named Aza (in 20 km from
Julfa, on the shore of the Gilan River),
Presently there are Villages Ashagy Aza
and Yukhary Aza there. Also, in the
ancient Azerbaijan the shah of Mamna
(last quarter of 8th BC) was called Aza,
Asa or Acha,

Of course, in any language It 1s pos-
sible to put the words in different forms



mn istirak¢is: olmusam. Yadinmdadir,
ckspedistyanin raisi, Azix magarasinin
tadqiqat¢is: mearhum prof. M.M.Hiisey-
novla man yerli Tug, Azox ve Salakatin
kendlori shalisindan maga-ranin adin
Azix yox, Kaha, Virvan (Orvan) (erma-
nice magara} deye esitdik ve limumi ar-
xeolojl qaydada esasen magaram yaxm
kendin adi il "Azox magarasi" adlan-
dirdig. Senralar malum oldu ki, Azox
sozit eoslinde Asix-Azix {Azlangq)
soziinlin ermenilosdirilmig formasichr.

Azox kendi haqqinda XIX esrda ya-
sam§ Bas kesis M.Barxudaryan yazir
ki, "Bu kendin shalisinin ¢ox boyik
hissasi 75-80 il bundan gabaq Iran Qa-
radagindan kéclib gelmadirler, galam
yerh ahalidir, torpaglan boy torpaqlari-
dir, comt 140 evdir ve burada 427 kisi,
380 qadin yagayir. Kondin serq tsrafin-
da Orvan adlanan ¢ox derin, qaranliq,
eyni zamanda qorxulu magara var.
Magarada qucaginda usgo, tutmus aadn
heykali var. Magaraya isigsiz vo silah-
s1z girmak qorxuludur, ehtiyath olmaq
lazimdir”.

Demali, XIX asrin birinel yarsinda
Tirkmongay milgavilesinden sonra er-
menilarin irandan Azarbaycana kogii-
riilmasine gaeder Azox kendinin yerinds
azarbaycanlilar yagayan kend (Azlar-
Aslar kendi), ehalisi Azlar oltmus, dziinti
Azlarix anlaminda Azix adlandiran
Azarbaycan kendi olmusdur. Bu ken-
din shalist {Azlar - yeni Aslar} XIX asr-
de ermaniler bu yerlara kégirillondan
sonra sixisdinlmig, kondin adi saxlansa
da, (evvel ermanilor adimi ermoni Ays-
tan adin1 Hayastan deye gabul etdiklari
kimt) Azix adh da saxlamb ermoni dilina
uygunlasdiritarag Azox olmusdur.

Dilgt alim - professor F.Calilovun bir
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and change their meaning, espeCiB«“}’ the
ones which were used in th¢ past, but
are almost forgotten in the cur€nt times,
From time to time our linguiStS love
using such words or giving such inter-
pretations that I do not even ynderstand
them. Yet, many of these words work
like keys or lock-picks. Seems like
words 'Az’ and 'As' belong t¢ this kind
of waords, too.

In my youth in the 60-70-s I was con-
vinced that we were the only
Azerbaijanis, that ism the Northern
Azerbaijanis, and our southerl brothers
were Azeris. Then for some period of
tiem we've been called Azeris, too, and
then by someone's decree all of @ sudden
the word ‘Azeri’ was {forbidden.
Presently, the name of the ATaz River,
which divides Azerbajjan or northern
and southern parts seems to P€ 2 modi-
fied version of 'Ac- A% (an of Azes)-
'Ar-As'(men of Ases) - River of Azers,
isn't 1t?

One more name: Azykh. The Azykh
Cave is explained in the Azerbajan
Soviet Encyclopedia as: "Azj/kh means
'bear’ on the language of the ancient
Turks." In fact, Azykh means 'Azlaryg
or 'Aslaryg' (we are Azes {Ases)). I'd
like to note that as a member of
Paleolith expedition of the Academy of
Sciences of Azerbaijan in 1260 1 was
one of participants in discovering the
Azykh cave and its first excavations, I
remember, that together with the leader
of the expedition, researcher of Azykh
Cave, late Professor M.M. Huseynov
we have made inquiries from inhabi-
tants of the ncarest villages Tugh,






sira vazilart da kokiimiiziin Asarlardan
baslanciging, dilimizin do Azeri (Azer-
baycan dili) olmast masslosing is1q salir.
Onun "Tahrif olunmus tariximizo aid ye-
ni senad" adli meqalesi (45) bu baximdan
maraghdir. O, meqalenin baglig: altinda,
meqale hagqinda iri herflorls haglt olaraq
vazir ki, "Bu sonad Azori xalgl, onun
yasadig1 dovr ve yerlar haqqinda, "Azar-
baycan" soziiniin asl kikii bareds qgati
sozler demoys imkan verir®. Maqalode
bir ¢ox emonimlarin Asarlorlo baghlig
haqda (Xezarler - X-H-azer-asar; Kaspi -
K-As-Pi) Pi - qadim Azerbaycanda tayfa
adina gogulan sonluq), Assur yazilarninda
Azar bilgesi (rayonu, gozasi, mahalt, ya-
sadifi erazi C.R) adinin Strabondan 7-8
st qabaq olmas haqda ve bir sira lazim
molumatlar var... "Tayfa (bay) adlannin
“or” $6zii ilo islonmeosi genis yayilmis ha-
disadir. Masslon, Xozsr, Suvar, avar, ta-
tar, gemer, géyoar, padar vo s. Ona gore
de miitexassisler diizglin olaraq azer boy
adim (etnonimini) az ve ar hisselerine
ayirular”. ", .azer, Xozer ve Kaspi sozlo-
11 eyni mansoli olub qadim Azarbaycamn
miixtalif bolgalorinde (bolge rayon me-
nasinda tiirk sézii olub Azerbaycan dilin-
do balig (bdlge balig) adidir), (bax,
"Azoarbaycan dilinin izahli lageti”, [ cild,
Baki, 1966, soh.314) yayilan boylarn
adidir”. "Miigeddes kitabimz “Quran"da
Ibrahim Peygemberin (s.0.) atast Azor
adlanir”, "Azer adi Atropatm yasadif
dovrden bir nega ast qadimdir ve "Azer-
baycan" adi azer etnoniminden yaranmis-
dir. Bizans tarixcisi Feofilikt Simokatia
590-ct ilde Hérmiiziin bagma golenleri
esiden oglu Xosrovun gorxudan Azer-
baycana qacdigini yazn". "Belolikla, bu
uiin bir s0z olan Azer adinin Azarbaycan-
da yasayan yerli ahalinin birliyinl yarada
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Azokh and Salakatin about the name of
the cave and they called it Kaha, Virvan
{Orvan) (in Armenian - cave), and in
accordance with the common archeo-
logical tradition to give a name of the
closest settlement we named the cave
not Azykh, but Azokh Cave. Later it
appeared that the word 'Azokh' in fact
was the Armenian form of the word
Asykh-Azykh (we are Azes).

Archbishop Barkhudaryan, who
lived in XIX century writes about the
Village of Azokh: The biggest part of
population of this village have come
here from [ranian Garadagh 75-80 vears
ago, the rest of it is local population,
lands belong to the beys (noble people),
there are in total 140 houses and there
live 427 men, 380 women. There is a
very deep, dark, and at the same time
scary cave named Orvan on the castem
part of the village. There is a monument
of a woman with a child in her hands in
the cave. It is very scary to enter the
cave without lights and arms. One
should be extremely careful.”

Hence, after signing the Turkmanchay
agreement in the first half of XIX century
and before Armenians were moved from
[ran to Azerbaijan instead of the Azokh
Village there was a village populated with
Azerbaijanis (Azlar-Aslar (we are Azers-
Ascrs) Village)), where the villagers were
Azes, which established the village Azykh,
meaning 'we are Azes", After relocation
Armmenians in this place, they started sup-
pressing the native inhabitants of the village
(Azes or Ases), and though the name of the
village remained (at first Armemans

changed the name onto Aystan



bilocak giice malik oldugunu da derk et-
meliyik"; "...alimizde olan tarixi senad
Azor adimn 3 minillik yagindan xabar ve-
rir” kimi melumatlar Az-Aser tayfalarnimn
tarixden ¢ox gabaq olduglanm tesdiq edir
(45).

A.Bakixanov "Kavkaz" gozetindoki
(39) magalesindo XIX osr Azerbaycan
shalisinin yerli qadim tayfalarin téra-
moleri oldugunu ve galmalerin hemise
Azorbaycan shalisi icerisinde azliq tos-
kil etdiklerini tosdig edir.

Umumiyyetile kecmisi Qara denizle
Hindistan arasinda ~ yayilmig azer-
larla (aserlar), azlarla bagh olan Azer-
baycan xalgqmm tiitk - oguz, dilinin tiirk
dili (Azerbaycan tiirkcosi) olmast haq-
gqindak1 bayatilar xalqumzin kegmigine
béhtandir,

Azorbaycan xalqinin kék etibari ile
kimliyini 6yronmak tarix elmimiz qar-
sisindaki osas mosoalalerdondir, Bu me-
salonin deqiqlesdirilmesi, xiisusila in-
diki zamanda, tarixi saxtalagdirmagla
birliyimizi pargalamaga, bize sahib ol-
maq istoyonlare cavab vermok {igiin
daha vacib ve hoyatidir.

Azoarbaycan xalqnin ayrica xalg ol-
dugunu inkar etmek, onu tiirklesdir-
mek, dilini tiirkdilli etmek sivaseti halo
asrin avvallarinden, ¢ar Rusiyas: kimi
bagqa irticag1 dovletlorin de miixtalif
bshanslerle Azarbaycana soxulmaq,
onu dzimilinkilesdirmoak siyaseti yerit-
dikleri vaxtdan baglanrmsdir.

Azerbaycan Cimhuriyysti vaxtinda
alifbanuz 1k defe erab grafikasindan
latm grafikasina kegirilorken, ndikr ki-
mi Tirkiye Respubliksinm diizeltdiyi
latin formali grafika (6-6, U-i, y-v vo
s.olmaqla} qebul etdirilmis, "9"ve "X"
harflarinin AXC vaxtinda oldugu kimi
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(Hayastan)), they adopted Azykh to more
Armenian-like form, that is, Azokh,
Philologist F.Jalilov has written sev-
eral works devoted to our roots coming
from the Ases, and he also clarifies cer-
tain issues regarding the Azeri
{Azerbaijan language). His article
named 'A new document on our distort-
ed history™ is very interesting in this
regard. Under the headline of the article
he righteously puts in big letters: "This
document allows to talk definitely about
the Azeri people, its living peried and
areas as well as the roots of the word
'Azerbaijan’.” Along with multiple sam-
ples of relations of many etnonyms with
Asers (Khazars-K-H-azer-aser; Caspi-
C-As-Pi {Pi - the ending they put to the
name of tribe in Azerbaijan), existence
of the Aser region in Assyrian docu-
ments 7-8 centuries before Strabon,
there is some more useful information.
"The use of the word 'ar’ was a widely
spread phenomenon in naming of tribes.
For example, Khazar, Suvar, Avar,
Tatar, Gamar, Goyar, Paadar etc. That is
why the specialists properly separate
'the word 'azer' on 'Azerbaijan' and 'ar',"
"...the words Azer, Khazar and Caspi
were of same root and represented vari-
ous tribes living in different parts of
Azerbaijan,” "In our sacred book, the
Koran the Prophet Ibrahim's father is
named Azer." "The word 'Azer' is older
for several centuries than Atropatena
and the word 'Azerbaijan’ was created
from the etnonym 'Azer.' In 590 AD, the
Byzantine historian Pheophilictus
Simokatta writes that Khosrov, hearing
on what they did to his fathcr Hormuz,






dilimizden ¢1xarnimast tolabi saslenmis-
di. No yaxs1 ki, sonra 1940-c1 ile gader
latin qrafikalt olifbamiz diizelislerle (6-
8, -4, y-y, ¢-c, g-g, §-g ve s. olmagla)
Azarbaycan tgiin xtisusi, milli forma al-
di. 30-cu illorde latin qgrafikali Azar-
baycan alifbas) ilo xewli kitab - dershik-
lar, o dévrde yazilmus aserlar, klassik-
lerin asarleri (oxuduglarimdan yadimda
galanlardan Fazuli, Firdovsi, Sota Rus-
tavell vo 5.} ve s. ¢ap olundu, Savadlan-
maq va elmin inkigaf iiglin srab qrafi-
kasimin "yaratdig1” ¢etinlik aradan qal-
dinldr. 1940-¢1 ilde melum siyasatin
hoékmi ila olifbanmuz (monim 6,5 dars i
oxudugum olifba} slavyan-rus grafikas
ila avez olundu. Onu da geyd edim ki,
qongularimiz {ermaniler va giirctiler) bu
siyasatd qol g¢okmeodi, 8z olithalarim
saxlachlar. Bizimkilor ise, neca deyar-
lar, ¢ay golmeamis ¢irmalandi, arx gel-
memis atdandi. Beraberhiiquglu res-
publika kimi bizim ds alifbamizi saxla-
mag: toleb edon olmad:.

Bu alifba da 1960-ct illare kimi cila-
lanaraq dilimizin olif-bas: oldu. 5¢ ilds
diinya va gonsu xalglar adebiyyat1 bu
olifba 1le Azerbaycan dilinde ¢ap edil-
di, biitlin yaz1 iglorimiz bu olifba ile
apanidi, Xalgmmz savadlandi, elmimiz
inkisaf etmoye baslad:.

Lakin 1990-¢i1 ildon yeni bir siyasat
bizi "latin grafikasi"na, 30-cu illerdo is-
latdiyimiz Azerbaycan olifbasina yox,
bdyik miibahiselardan sonra "9" ve
"X" harflerimiz saxlamlmagla latin gra-
fikah Tiirkiye alifasina qaytardi,

Her hanst dil Ggtin olifanin harflari
danigiq diline uygun seslarin yazida aks
olunmag iigiin gorti isarasidir, Bu isars-
larda de millata, xalqa xas olan bagga
alametler kimi xelgilik, édziinGukilik bi-
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fled to Azerbaijan." "So, we must real-
ize that one word is capable to unite all
the people living in Azerbajjan under
the name of Azers." "...we are in pos-
session of a historical document which
now allows us to say that the word
‘Azer' 15 three millenniums old." This
kind of information testifies that the his-
tory of Az-Asers is very old.

A Bakikhanov in his article in the
'Caucasus' newspaper claims that inhab-
tants of Azerbajjan in XIX century
were successors of ancient tribes and
strangers always formed minority in
Azerbaijan.

In general, telling stories that
Azerbaijan 1s a Turkic-Oguz nation, and
Its language is Turkish (Azerbaijan
Turkish) while Azerbaijan is related to
the Azers (Asers) whose tribes covered
the territory between the Black Sea and
India is nothing but a calumny.

Studying of the roots and origins of
Azerbaijan people are one of the main
tasks for our historians. Clarification of
this issue is very important and vital
especially these days in order to answer
those who want to separate us and forge
our history.

The policy to deny Azerbaijan's
being an independent nation, attempts to
Turkify it and its language is known to
us since the beginning of XX century by
such countries like the Zsar Russia.

During the times of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic when our alphabet
was first time changed from Arab to
Latin seript, they made us to use the form
they've adopted 1n the Turkish Republic,
During the times of the Popular Front



linmelidir. ..

Dilgi C.Coferov hesab edir ki, "Kiril
alifbasindaky sas isaralerinin hamist
Tiirk (bize gore elo azlarin, aserlerin -
C R.) damgalaridir. Biz hesab edirik ki,
heg bir golma ve ya tirk istilagis: gadim
vo koklit Azerbaycan (Azari) dilini tiirk
dilina ¢evire bilmozdi. Bize els gelir ki,
alifbarmzin tez-tez doyisdirilmesi, dili-
mizin tirk dili, Azarbaycan tiirkcesi ol-
masinda israr etmak, dziimiizll tirklarin
ve oguzlarin qaliglan hesab etmek cahd-
Lot Azatbaycan xalg Uglin wosapeimoz
sonluglar yaradar.

Tiirkler kimdir? Oguzlar kimdir?
Cavab {i¢iin sadgce olaraq mdvcud ma-
lumat kitablarina - ensiklopediyalara
miiraciet edok.

Tiirklar etnik ¢ohotdon XI-XIII asr-
larde, Salcug istilalan dévriinde, Kigik
Asiyaya Orta Asiya ve Irandan gelmis
kogori maldar tiirk gebilsleri ve verli
Kigik Astya ohalisinden varanmugdw,
Tiirklarin xalg kimi formalagmas: XI
asra, millot kimi tesokk(l tapmas: XX
asrin ilk onilliyine tesadiif edir.

Tarix¢t A.Fazili yazir ki, ..."Parfyan
va Sasanilerin dévrinde tiirkdilli etnik
qruplar Azerbaycan erazisinden uzagqda
vasayirdiar. Ona gére de bu dévrde
Azorbaycan erazisinde tlirkdilli tayfa
va gobilalerin olmasindan boahs etmak
diizgiin deyildir. Tirkdilli tayfalar bu
oraziye ancaq Sasani imperiyas: yixil-
digdan sonra axib gelmayo baglamig-
lar”.

Oguzlar VI ssrin evvellorinds Tiirk
xaqanlig terkibinda doqquz oguz tayfa
ittifaqu kimi meydana galmigdir. Ssa-
son Aral gdlll hdvzesinde vasayan ko-
¢ori maldar tayfa birtividir, Onlar bura-
da olmus tlirk tayfalan ilo qarismig, X1
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there were appeals te remove 'X' and '
from our alphabet. So good that m 1940-
s, necessary amendments were made and
Azerbaijan obtained its own national
alphabet. In 1930-s, a lot of literature was
published on a newly adopted Latin
alphabet. The 'complexities’ created by
Arabic script were removed on the way
to literacy and sciences. In 1940-s, in the
resuit of the known politics our alphabet
{which T've been learning fof 6 and a half
years) was changed onto Cy1illic, that s,
Russian alphabet. It's worth to note that
our neighbors (Georgia and Armenia} did
not agree to do the same and were able to
keep their alphabets, But in our republic
no one came to defend oyr alphabet. So,
we were polishing this alphabet till 1960-
s. During 50 years the world literature
was published on this alphabet, and all
our literary works were published on it,
taa. Que peanle gat well-esucated,, the
sciences started to develop. However, in
1990-s the new politics retumed the
Turkish alphabet of 1930-s back. After
long disputes the letters 'X' and '?'
remained,

For any language its alphabet con-
sists of symbols which are adequate to
the sounds used in this particular lan-
guage. These symbols should contain
sorpething specific 10 nanon or people.
The linguist J.Jafarov writes: "All letters
in Cyrillic alphabet are stigmas of the
ancient Turks. We consider, that the fre-
quent changes of the alphabet, attempts
to convince people that our language is
Turkic language or Azerbaijan Turkish,
and we are the remains of the Turks and
Oguzes will create unpleasant conse-



asrin avvellerinda bir hissasi Sslcug-
larla [rana, Iraga, Azerbaycana vo Ana-
dolu yanmadasina yayilmislar, 1030 ve
104Q-¢1 1llorde Azarbaycana galmislar
(48). XI-XIII asrlarde onlar yerli ahali-
den sayca xeyli az idi ve onlarn gelisi
Azorbaycanda heg ciir etnik inkisafin
arastkesilmeyan davamum poza bil-
mazdi.

Belslikle, oguzlar vo tirklerin Azar-
baycana galma tanixi eramizdan avvale
getmadiyi, Aserler {Azearler) haqda
malumatlarin daha godimliyi azerbayc-
anlilarin soy kokiinda tiirk-oguz kom-
ponentinin olmasini inkar edir. Bu me-
solo ile olagedar sdyladiklerimizden
sonra Azarilorin kok etibarile tiirk ol-
masinda, oguz olmasinda israr edanlar,
hatta tiirklarin de ¢ox qadim zamanlar-
dan Azarbaycan torpafindan gedib,
sonra yeniden 6z vetenino (Selcuglar-
Ofuzlar sifatile) gqayimalarn: hesab
edonlor de axir moegamda tiirke
ustiinlik verirler.

Ball, Azaraycan basariyyetin yaran-
ma ocaglarindan biridir. Azarbaycan-
dan atraf Qrazilora onlarin babalar -
Asarlor (Azarler) yayilmis, sonra Orta
va Morkezi Asiya erazilerinde yerli
tirkiarle qarisrms "6z yurduna” - Azor-
baycana gayitmigsa ve azorbaycanhdir-
sa, daha tirk niye olsun? Yox, oger
dogrudan da heg buradan getmemisdan
do tiirk olmuslarsa, bas aserlar, azeri,
Azarbaycan adlart haradandir? Sibatto,
bu kimi suallar goxillik xisusi axtariglar
tolab edir. Golacakda bu istigamatds
tedqigatlar apanlmasi, Azerbaycan xal-
quuin esl kdkii, kegmiginin aydinlasdi-
riimas: vacib ve artig giiniin talobi me-
salasidir.

Biz Qobustanda gadim gayaiisti tas-
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quences afterwards.

Who are the Turks? And Ognzes?
Let's just have a look at the reference
books: the Encyclopedias.

From the ethnic point of view, Turks
were onginated from the cattle-breeding
tribes, coming from the Central Asia
and Iran to the Smaller Asia, and the
local population of the Smaller Asia in
11-13th cc. AD.Completion of forming
of Turks has started in XV century, and
their self-consciousness started in the
first decade of the XX century.

Historian A.Fazili writes: "...During
the reign of Parthians and Sasanides, the
Turkish-speaking groups lived far away
from Azerbaijan territory. That's why in
this period of time it's not quite right to
claim that there were Turkish-speaking
tribes in Azerbaijan. Turkish-speaking
tribes started to flow into this country
only after the downfall of the Sasanides
empire.

In the beginning of the VII century
AD there were 9 Oguz tribes emerged in
the Turk Khaganate. This was a union of
nomad tribes, usually dealing with cat-
tle-breeding, which lived in the basin of
the Aral Sea. They got mixed up with
the local Turk tribes, and one part of
them penetrated with Selchuks into Iran,
Iraq, Azerbaijan and Anadolu peninsula,
in 1030-1040- they entered Azerbaijan
{48). In XI-XII centuries they made a
relatively small part of population and
their invasion into Azerbajan could
interfere the permanent process of the
ethnic development at all,

Hence, intervention of Turks and
Oguzes oceurred not before this era, and



virlar, onlan burada 15-20 min ildan
¢ox dovr orzinde yaradanlarin Azer-
bayean xalqinin babalar - aserlor olma-
lar1 haqda arxeoloji todqigatlarimizin
naticalarini, mantiqimize osasen fikir
ve miilahizelerimizi qusa sekilde teqg-
dim etdik. Slbatte, bu mesalelar hagda
genis izahla, bitdv melumat vermek,
yazilmas1 bdyiik vaxt vo imkan tolab
eden ¢ox boyik hacmli kitablarda
miimkiindiir. Bizim bu ki¢ik hecmli i§-
da qarsiya goyulan meaqsad Ugiin natic-
alorimiz agagidakilardir:

1. Azorbaycan Azix magarasinda
aparilmis tadqiqatlara gore diinyada in-
sanm yaranma ocaglarindan biridir.

2. Qobustan Azarbaycanin gedim
madaniyyat ocag, onun sonuncu 15-20
minillik tarixi, gedim incesenat abide-
lerinin yaranmast ve inkisafi yollarini
aks etidiron "giizgii"dar.

3. Qobustan abidsleri ¢ox boyiik bir
tarixi dévr arzinds yaranmsdir. Qobus-
tan miixtelif dévr abidelerinin kigik bir
orazide saxlanmasi, gedim qayaiistil
tosvirlarin mévzu miixtelifliyl, kompo-
zisiyaliltgr vo real cokilisi cehsotdon
analoqu olmayan "Aciq soma alunda
muzey'dir. Bu muzey-qorugun orazi-
sindo gdstorilen biitiin tarixi ddvrlere
aid moaskonlori (diiserge ve yasayis
verlari) onlarda arxeoloji gazintilar na-
ticesindo tapilmis maddi-madaniyyet
qaliglarmin {(emek alatlori, silahlar,
maisat avadanliyy ve bezek esyalan)
numunalerini, insan alinin iz1 kimi sax-
lanmig har ciir tarixi abide ve senadle-
11 orijinalda gérmeak olar.

4. Qobustanda hayat (healalik alde
edilmis maddi dalilere gére) Yuxan
Paleolit ddvriinin sonlarmda - mezolit
(orta dag) dovrinilin avvelinde baglamis
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information about the Azers (Asers) is
much older and it denies existence of
Turk components in our roots. Those
who insist that Azerbaijanis are Turks
and Qguzes by their origins, even that in
very old times Turks left Azerbaijan
lands and then came back again to their
native land (as Selchuks and Oguzes),
keep giving advantages to Turks.

Yes, Azerbaijan is one of origins of
the mankind, Our forefathers Azers
(Asers) spread away from this land, then
mixed with local Turks in Central and
Middle Asia and then turmned back to
their 'homeland'. But why do you call the
Turks if they are Azeris? If they stayed
here all the time and had never departed
this land, then where the names of Azers
{Asers) and Azerbaijan came from? No
doubts, these kind of questions require a
thorough investigation as it is a require-
ment of today to carry out researches in
this regard to define the genuine roots of
Azerbatijan people and to clarify its past.

We have briefly represented the
results of archeological researches of
the ancient on-rock drawings and ances-
tors and forefathers (Asers) of the
Azerbaijan people, which have been liv-
ing on this land for more than 15-20 mil-
lenniums. Of course, we could write
huge and comprehensive books requir-
ing too much time and efforts. The goals
we've been aiming towards with this
small publication are as follows:

1.Upon the researches in the Azykh
cave, Azerbaijanis one of the origins of
creation of the mankind in the world.

2.Gobustan is the ancient centre of
Azerbaijan culture, its "mirrer,' reflect-



vo miniller boyu, erarmzin orta ostler
dévriine - islamin galmasine qoador da-
vam etmisdir. (slamin gelmesi, onun
"camm yalmz Allah yarada bilsr” prin-
sipi (saxlanmi§ adet-enane ila bagh
canhilanin tasvirlori ¢akilse do) onlarin
realifinin itmesing, sxematiklogmasine
sobab olmusdur. Daha sonrak: dévrlor-
de ise Qobustandan maldarlar miilayim
iglim gerait: ila elagedar qiglaq kimi is-
tifade etmislar.

5.Qobustanin qayalistll tosvirlar kol-
leksivasinin yaranma sebabler dini fan-
tastik uydurmalar ve ovsungulugla deyil,
heyatla, hayatilik inami ile baghdir. Qo-
bustanda st paleolit ddvriinden (e.o. 18-
15-¢i minilliklordon) baslayan hayat 15-
20 min ilden gox davam etrmigdir. hale
dag dovrimiin sonlarinda bu erazida mes-
kan salmus ibtidai adamlar ovsungulug ve
yigiciligla mesgul olmus, sonra heyvanla-
n ohlilesdirmoayi va skingiliyi dyronmis,
miixtelif sanet sahelerine yiyelenmis, ta-
rixin sonraki morhalalerinin heyat tarzini
kecmis ve biitiin bu dovrler arzinde
6ziinun gdrdiklerini, diigiindiiklerini,
madeni seviyyasini, hayat yolunun inki-
safim aks etdiron abideleri - ibtidai ince-
sonat esarlerini, gadim qayaiistii tosvirla-
11 bize miras qoymuslar.

6.Qobustanda "Firuz" ve "Konizo"
das dovrii diigergelerindo askar edilmis
gebirlerde uyumus adamlarnn ksalla
stimiiklorinin antropeloji tedqiqi onlarin
miiasir azerbycanlilarla eyni antropoloji
tipe mensub oldugunu, gadim qobustan-
lilartn miiasir azerbaycanlilarm babalart
olduglanmn tesdiq etmigdir. Azerbaycan-
lilar milyon varim il bundan evvel (Azix
magarasinda Qurucay madaniyyati dovr-
iindan) Conubi Qafgazda yasamaga bas-
lamagla boviik bir arazide, Serq alomin-
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ing its history and development direc-
tion since 15-20 millenniums ago.

3.Gobustan monuments were created
in a very long historic peried. So many
diverse historic periods were gathered in
a relatively small part of the land, which
makes it a unique 'open-air museum.’ In
this museum, situated on the territory of
national park, one can find any historic
period and settlements (camps and liv-
ing areas), originals of material remains,
arms, tools, household items and deco-
rations, traces of a human hand discov-
ered during archeological excavations,

4 Life in Gobustan (so far, in accor-
dance with material evidences) appeared
in the end of the Upper Paleolith - begin-
ning of Mezolith (Middle Stone Age)
and continued millenniums till the
Middle Ages when religion of Islam had
emerged. Development of Tslam and its
basic principle that 'only Allah can create
a living creature’ has brought to loss of
reality and schematics in the drawings. In
the further periods, cattle-breeders started
to settle down villages here in Gobustan
area due to its climatic features,

5.The creation reasons of collections
of on-rock drawings in Gobustan are not
related to religious and mystical fan-
tasies and witchcraft, but belief in life.
Since the Upper Paleolith era life was
created in Gobustan in [8-15 millenni-
ums ago and kept living for more than
15-20 millenniums. The prehistoric men
which settled down here in the end of
Stone Age were busy with hunting and
harvesting, then later - with animal
domestication and learning of farming,
succeeded in arts and left us their her-



da en gadmm Qobustan gayalistii tesvirlor
moadeniyyetini, ilk tunc dévrinin Kiir-
Araz modeniyyetini, Tunc dévriinin
Boyali gablar, Xocah-Gedebey, Tahg-
Mugan sonraki dévrlsrnin Yaloylu tops,
Kiir gobirlari vo s. madenivystlarint ya-
ratrg, Azixdan bagga Mustye dovrindo
Taglar magarasinda, Qorbi Azerbaycan-
da Avey daginda "Dag Salahli" va Dame-
11t magaralarinda, Sixly kendi otrafinda,
Ceyrangdlde , Kdcosgar kendi yanindaky
agiq paleolit diigergolorinds yagamigdir.
Tarixde Asorler, Azlar adi almug, eym
dilli (azeri) tayfalar ve gebile birlagme-
lorinden yaranmig kaspilar, midiyallar,
atropatenlor va albanlarin navo-naticels-
ri olan azorbaycanlilar Qafqazda en qo-
dim yerli xalgdr.

7. Soy kikii asorlarla (azorlerle) bagh
olan, inldi tiirk alami adlandinian arazilo-
rin qadim qayaiistii tesvirlor made-
niyyatinin ilkin yaranma ocagi olan Azer-
baycan shalisini gdstorilon madeniyyatin
yarandifn ddvrden ¢ox gec Morkozi
Asiyadan ¢ixma, tarixi dovrce azeorlorin
nave-naticeleri ola bilecak tirklor-ofuz-
lar hesab etmek diiz deyil, bizi tiirklogdir-
ma, milletimizi inkaretms siyaseti ilo
baglt uydurmalardir. Bozen abideletlo
zonginliyine goro “Yeral muzey" adlan-
dinlan $imali Azorbaycanin srazisinde
ilk defe askara ¢ixanlmig yeni abidenin
oxsarint Azarbaycamn cenub hisselarin-
do ve bagqa millatlar yagayan qongu ara-
zilerde tapan bozi tarix¢i ve arxeologlari-
miz gadim madaniyystimizin de, xalg-
muzin da verlt yox, kenardan gelms ol-
masina meyl edirler. Mon onlara Kiir-
Araz madaniyysti adi alnus ilk tunc
dovrii medeniyystinin yayildigi Azer-
baycan arazisinda (cenubda Urmiya goli
atrafl, cenub-garbde - Serqi Anadolu,
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itage: incredible images reflecting what
they saw and thought about, their cultur-
al level and way of life.

6.Anthropologic research of the skulls
discovered in the tombs in 'Firuz' and
'Kenize' settlements of Stone Age in
Gobustan proved that the ancient
Gobustanis are forefather of the modern
Azerbaijanis. A million and a half years
ago (since Guruchay cultural era at
Azykh cave) with birth of life on a big
area the Azers created visual culture of
on-rock drawings, Kura-Araz culture of
the early Copper era, painted plates of the
Copper era, Lhojaly-Gedabey, Talysh-
Mughan, in the following times - Yaloylu
peak, Kup tombs etc., and other culture,
beside Azykh Cave the Taghlar Cave in
Mustye times, in the western Azerbaijan
in 'Dash Salahly' and Damcili caves on
the Alev Mountain around the village of
Shikhly, in the opened settlements at
Jeyranchol, Kochasgar Village; they got
the names Azers or Asers, and the
Azerbaijanis, which were created from
the mixing Midians, Atropatenians and
Albanians, are the oldest nation In this
region.

7. The vast territories presently
called as Turkish-speaking areas are
originated from the Azers (Asers),
Azerbaijan was the centre of the ancient
culture of on-rock drawings in
Gobustan, and it's not proper to claim
that Turks come from the Azers (Asers).
Though the Northermn Azerbaijan usual-
ly called as 'museum under open air' due
to numerous memorial complexes on its
territory, some historians and archeolo-
gists have a tendency towards claming



gorbde Agn dagi, bitiin indikt "Er-mo-  that our ancient culture as well as the
nistan" erazisi va Soganliga qader Giirc-  whole natjon is not of local origins, but
listan erazisi, simalda Bag Qafqaz daglar,  from somewhere abroad. I appeal to
sorqdo Kaspi denizi) 6zlimiizit dork et-  them to maintain respect in the issnes of
meys, Ozilmitze giymet vermekie milli  evaluation and specification of our
kimliyirnize hémnet et-maye ¢agwiram. national identity.
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