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The Order of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
on 85th anniversary of Heydar Aliyev, national leader of
Azerbaijani people

Heydar Aliyev, the founder of Azerbaijani Statechood turns 85
on May 10,2008.

The period of over 30 years of the Azerbaijani history known by
milestone events is linked to the name of Heydar Aliyev. Within
this timeline, Heydar Aliyev was the legendary personality who
sought to bring political-public, economic and cultural-moral
progress to the country by facing and solving diligently the most
difficult challenges stood in front of Azerbaijani State and
nation.

In 1969, since Heydar Aliyev's accession to power, political-
public processes and economic reforms widely spread in life of
the Republic have enabled positive radical changes. During
short period of time, achievements have been attained in
economic field and significant steps have been made in the
sphere of cultural renaissance and development of nationai and
moral values. Main idea of Heydar Aliyev's administration
philosophy in those years has been linked to the formation of
speedy development strategy which fostered national identity.

In his strategic program of public administration, Heydar
Aliyev saw always cultural and moral thriving in parallel with

_success in economy and industry. During the years of 1969-

1982, drastic transformations which at large scale have taken
place in all fields of our life have formed the most crucial pages
of the history of Azerbaijani State building. The current solid
foundation of our national independence and the ongoing
processes of overall integration into world economy are based



upon potential created in these years by Heydar Aliyev.

Heydar Aliyev's talent in public management, his infinite
energy and unprecedented working capabilities have been
particularly seen when his activities as one of the main public
figures of USSR started from 1982 and his lead over large scale
projects. In that period of time, Heydar Aliyev phenomenon has
been acknowledged in all republican level. He became one of
the most prominent statesmen of the State due to his direct
involvement in solving the most ambiguous developments
within the country.

Courageous statement given by Heydar Aliyev on Bloody
January tragedy has spearheaded a new political stage in the
history of Azerbaijan. In his application on withdrawal of his
membership in the Communist Party, he has stated openly that
the communist regime is leading this country to cc))llapse and
USSR breakdown became necessary.

Speeches delivered by Heydar Aliyev in the Azerbaijani
Parliament, his decisions taken in the quality of speaker of
Supreme Council of Nakhchevan Autonomous Republic and
flying high the tricolor flag over the Supreme Council's
headquarters have remained in the memory as first step made
towards obtaining the sovereignty.

After Azerbaijan has restored its State independence, our
people gave its only trust as a to Heydar Aliyev while facing
civil confrontation in June 1993 result of foreign pressure and
internal reverberations. Coming back to power by strong will of
the people, Heydar Aliyev has saved the country from civil war
danger and political-public chaos, restored the legitimacy and
united all the society around the common idea due to his
political experience, longsighted policy and unshakeable
resolve. Heydar Aliyev's comeback has become the National
Salvation Day in the new history of Azerbaijan heralding the

services of true popular leader of national unity.

Creation of independent public institutions in the country,
increasing scale of democratic and legitimate State building
based upon international norms, adoption of the Constitution as
the main law of sovereign Azerbaijan, formation of civil
society, ensuring national security and successful solution of
processes related to the defining of a new economic course
became possible asaresult of Heydar Aliyev's services.

In 1994, signing of the Contract of Century which ensured the
implementation of Heydar Aliyev's dil strategy has become the
triumph for Azerbaijani people over its material resources by
making it as a true holder of oil. This Contract has opened a new
period in national history and created possibilities for
strengthening economic basis of our independence and
sustainable development of Azerbaijan which has no alternative
on international arena by laying the foundations for dynamic
development. Nowadays, Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline
named after Heydar Aliyev is the brilliant example of
realization of ideas authored by national leader.

Moral and ideological basis of our independent Statehood
formed by Heydar Aliyev has played a decisive role in fostering
the solidarity of all Azerbaijanis across the world. National
revival problems which have been the object of serious
thoughts by Azerbaijani scientists in recent years have become
the elements of the strategic State policy elevating the active
political level and entering into minds in the form of ideology
called Azerbaijanianism. [n the outcome of two centuries and
two millenniums, our people have sought to preserve national
and moral values, enter into a third millennium thanks to his
activities. The name of Heydar Aliyev is resounded as a symbol
of the Azerbaijani State which deserved an important place both
in region and the world.



Hundreds of thousands of our fellow compatriots came to the
funerals of Heydar Aliyev on December 12, 2003. Interminable
torrent of the participants in this farewell ceremony has been
composed by those who thought about Heydar Aliyev as the
only savior one decade ago in 1993 when our Motherland
survived in decisive moments. Demonstrating its unity in the
form of wide remembering event in this sad day, the people have
paid their indebted tribute to Heydar Aliyev and expressed their
endless commitment to Heydar Aliyev's ideas.

Heydar Aliyev's activities which have a special place in long
centuries history of our Statehood overpassed Azerbaijan's
limits by their importance. Taking into account its influence on
international developments, the leader of Azerbaijan who
always was the first to respond the most topical challenges of
the globe, deserves an important place among politicians of our
generation, 5

Taking into consideration Heydar Aliyev's exceptional role
played in the formation of the modern Azerbaijani State and
implementation of national Statehood idea as well as realization
of our people's aspirations for independence, his important
historic services to Azerbaijani people and State, and his
activities to give a strong impetus to the comprehensive
development of our country and his zeal to strive for his
country's everlasting progress, 1 sign in the present Order:

1. 85th anniversary of Heydar Aliyev, national leader of
Azerbaijani people is to be celebrated duly on State level in the
Republic of Azerbaijan.

2. The Executive Apparatus of the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of
Azerbaijan are to elaborate action plan to celebrate 85th
anniversary of Heydar Aliyev, national leader of Azerbaijani

people.

3. Tl-wT Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan is to
solve issues stemming out from the present Order.

Itham Aliyev,
The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
Baku city, 11 March 2008



HEYDAR ALIYE’S BIOGRAPHY

Heydar Aliyev was born on 10 May 1923 in the city of
Nakhichevan of Azerbaijan. In 1939, after graduating from the
Nakhichevan Pedagogical School he studied at the architectural
department of the Azerbaijan Industrial Institute (now the
Azerbaijan State Oil Academy). The incipient war impeded to
complete his education.

Since 1941, Heydar Aliyev heads the department at the People
Commissariat of Internal Affairs of Nakhchivan ASSR and in
1944 was sent to work at the state security bodies. Heydar
Aliyev, working at that time in the security bodies, in 1964 held
the post of deputy chairman, and in 1967 - chairman of the
Committee of State Security under the Cabinet of Ministers of
Azerbaijan Republic, and he was conferred the rank of
lieutenant general. In these years, he received special higher
education in Leningrad (now St Petersburg), and in 1957, he
graduated from the history department of Azerbaijan State
University.

Being elected at the Plenum of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Azerbaijan in July 1969 as the First
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev heads the Republic. In December
1982, Heydar Aliyev has been elected as Alternate member of
Politburo of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Soviet Union, and appointed at the post of the First Deputy
Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers of the USSR and became
one of the leaders of the USSR. During twenty years, Heydar
Aliyev was the Deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and
for five years was Deputy Chairman of the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR.



In October 1987, Heydar Aliyev, as a sign of protest against the
policy pursued by Politburo of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and personally the
Secretary General Michael Gorbacheyv, resigned from his post.

In bound with the tragedy, committed on 20 January 1990 in
Baku by the soviet troops, appearing on the next day at the
Azerbaijan Representation in Moscow with a statement,
demanded to punish the organizers and executors of the crime,
committed against the people of Azerbaijan. As a sign of protest
against the hypocritical policy of leadership of the USSR, in
connection with the critical conflict accrued in Nagorno
Karabakh, in July 1991, he left the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union.

Onreturn in July 1990 to Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev has lived at
first in Baku, then in Nakhchivan, and on the same year he was
clected as the Deputy to the Supreme Soviet of Azerbaijan. In
1991-1993s, he held the post of Chairman of the Supreme
Mejlis of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, Deputy
Chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
In 1992, at the constituent congress of the "Yeni Azerbaijan"
Party in Nakhchivan, Heydar Aliyev, was elected as the
Chairman of the Party.

In May-June 1993, when, as the result of extreme tension of the
governmental crisis, the country was at the verge of civil war
and loss of independence, the people of Azerbaijan demanded
to bring to power Heydar Aliyev. The then leaders of Azerbaijan
were obliged to officially invite Heydar Aliyev to Baku. On 15
June 1993, Heydar Aliyev was elected as the Chairman of the
Supreme Soviet of Azerbaijan, and on 24 July - on resolution of
the Milli Mejlis, he managed to fulfill powers of the President of
Azerbaijan Republic.

On October 3, 1993, as a result of nationwide voting, Heydar
Aliyev was elected as the President of Azerbaijan Republic. On
October 11, 1998, having garnered in the elections, secured in
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high activeness of the population, 76.1 percent of tl*fe votes, he
was re-elected as the President of Azerbaijan Republic.

On December 12, 2003 national leader of Azerbaijan, Preschm
Heydar Aliyev passed away in Cleveland hospital in the United
States of America.
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HEYDAR ALIYEV FOUNDER
OF NEW AZERBAIJAN

More than 50 years of the 20th century history of Azerbaijan is
closely associated with the name of Heydar Aliyev. He is
considered to be the creator and national leader of the present
Azerbaijan. Heydar Aliyev had started his state-building
activities long before he had assumed power in 1969. Starting
his career in law enforcement agencies of Azerbaijan, H.Aliyev
had managed to overcome all the obstacles and hindrances
deliberately put in his way and rise to the post of head of the
State Security Committee of Azerbaijan, the main bulwark of
the Soviet Union in Azerbaijan. As a result of his determined
and purposeful work under extremely difficult conditions, a
number of serious measures were taken aimed at purging the
State Security Committee of Azerbaijan of the malicious
enemies of the Azerbaijani people and inducted the competent
Azerbaijanis to serve in law enforcement agencies for the first

time in the Soviet history despite the overwrought
circumstances,

During 1920-1930-s it was Armenians and other non-
Azerbaijanis who had the upper hand in the State Security
Committee of Azerbaijan. The atrocious repressions and
bloody executions carried out against the Azerbaijani people at
that time were all worked out specifically by this Committee
under the pretense of State Security. That's why removal of
Armenians and other adversaries of the Azerbaijani people
from the State Security Committee and induction of the
proficient Azerbaijanis to serve in law enforcement agencies at
the initiative of Heydar Aliyev was a tremendously difficult, but
worthy task at a time when the Dashnak-Armenians disguised
as Bolsheviks were committing horrible slaughters against the
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Azerbaijani people in the name of cooperating in establishment
of the Soviet rule in Azerbaijan. It should be emphasized that it
was the same Dashnak-Armenians who had facilitated and
aided the occupation of Azerbaijan in 1920 by the Soviet army
after having perpetrated unspeakably horrendous massacres
against the Turkish-Muslim population of Azerbaijan in March
of 1918. Having settled themselves securely in the highest posts
and decision-making process of the KGB and NK VD, this time
the Dashnak-Armenians were murdering the leading
intellectuals and literary figures of the Azerbaijani people under
alleged reasons of treason and subversion in order to annihilate
the spirit of freedom and independence. By fabricating the
concocted stories of criminal acts, they were subjecting the
Azerbaijani people to severe tortures and sufferings. So, by
initiating admittance of the adept and skilled Azerbaijanis to
serve in the State Security Committee, Heydar Aliyev actual ly
prevented the future persecutions and repressions against the
Azerbaijani people.

Towards the end of 1960s, the zealous activities of Heydar
Aliyev dedicated to the emancipation and development of the
Azerbaijani people assumed more extensive and versatile role.
By being elected the First Secretary General of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan in 1969,
Heydar Aliyev became the main steering force in Azerbaijan as
the head of the supreme governing body at a time when life in
the country was at a complete stalemate and the economy had
relapsed into lingering regression. Appointment of Heydar
Aliyev as the First Secretary of the Central Committee was a
turning point in the history of the Soviet Azerbaijan. The course
of later events proved that Heydar Aliyev had already started
laying the foundation and preparing the groundwork for the
present independent state of Azerbaijan back then in 1960s..

Having a close familiarity with all the peculiarities of the Soviet
regime and a masterful expertise on administration of the state
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affairs due to his immense experience, as soon as he came to
power Heydar Aliyev started taking sweeping measures in
order to pull the hard-pressed people of Azerbaijan out of the
all-pervasive austere economic situation. With great foresight
and perspicacity he ordered the immediate formulation and
execution of the complex, all-encompassing ‘economic
development programs which would ensure the dynamic and
all-inclusive growth of the country in the long run. Heydar
Aliyev received very warm welcome and great support of the
Azerbaijani people due to his deep insight and sagacity. Heydar
Aliyev started pursuing a judicious policy of putting Azerbaijan
on the way to progress through utilization of the vast economic
potential of the Soviet Union. In a word, he devoted his life to
the liberation and development of his nation selflessly.

Pressing the most imperative issues regarding the revitalization
of the various fields of economy and agriculture in Azerbaijan
first at the Politburo of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, then at the plenums of
the Central Committee and at the congresses of the Communist
Party, Heydar Aliyev was determinedly working to get new
decisions passed for the development of Azerbaijan. Heydar
Aliyev wanted to convert Azerbaijan into a powerful, self-
sufficient and technologically fully advanced country and a
self-regulating administrative-economic unit within the Soviet
Union. By mobilizing the whole nation to work for the
accomplishment of this goal, Heydar Aliyev had actually
commenced the independent state-building process in
Azerbaijan.

Despite the countless hurdles and encumbrances, Heydar
Aliyev achieved the unachievable and managed to influence the
Soviet Government to adopt five special all-inclusive decisions
with respect to the full development of Azerbaijan. And with the
same resolution he ensured the implementation of those
decisions and set about propelling the Azerbaijani people into
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action. As a result of the complete mobilization of the country's
economic and intellectual resources, the years of 1970-1985
saw the most vivid growth and expansion in all spheres of life in
Azerbaijan. All fields of industry and agriculture became
vibrant. Fundamental structural modifications were introduced
in the economy of the country. New revolutionary branches of
industrial manufacturing were launched. Significant measures
were taken to ensure a proportional growth level in industry
across the country. Special attention was laid on the increment
of the scientific research directly related to the industrial
manufacture. Thus, within a short span of time Azerbaijan grew
to be one of the leading countries of the Soviet Union in terms of
the accomplishments in economy and scientific-technological
findings applied in the industrial manufacturing. The quality
level of the manufactured goods had also increased
incomparably.
4
As aresult of the competent leadership and farsighted, prudent
policies of Heydar Aliyev Azerbaijan was converted to the
foremost agricultural country of the Soviet Union. Azerbaijan
was standing out especially because of the sophisticated
viticulture and cotton-growing. The welfare of the people had
improved markedly. The livelihood of the villagers and workers
had also increased considerably. Construction of new
accommodations and amenities as well as cultural
establishments was in full swing in the villages of Azerbaijan.

During the years of 1970-1985, hundreds of new plants,
factories, industrial enterprises were opened in Azerbaijan. The
number of the newly-launched large industrial enterprises and
institutions exceeded 213. Azerbaijan had turned into one of the
central countries in the Soviet Union in terms of the variety and
importance of the manufactured goods in the country. 350
different items were being manufactured for exportation to 65
foreign countries. The overall quantity of the industrial goods
manufactured during these years outweighed the amount
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produced in previous 50 years. Azerbaijan resembled a huge
construction ground in those years. The look of Baku and the
provinces of Azerbaijan had undergone an enormous
transformation due to the constant renovation and
modernization process.

One of the historic achievements brought to pass during the
years of 1970-1985 was preparation of the trained national
experts and qualified specialists for the future of Azerbaijan.
Therefore, in accordance with the extensive development
program laid down for the speedy revival of the economy, the
network of secondary and higher education institutions was
largely expanded throughout the country. In these years, 3500
students were granted scholarship and sent to 170 various
reputable universities of the Soviet Union. The number of the
students sent abroad annually surpassed 800. Improvement of
the military education was one of the priority issues. Students
were sent to the high-status aviation academies under the
personal patronage of Heydar Aliyev in order to gain necessary
proficiency for taking part in space mission programs of the
Soviet Union.

As aresult of the all-inclusive complex development programs
initiated and carried out painstakingly by Heydar Aliyev in
1970-1980s, the economy of Azerbaijan was transformed into
the preponderant power in the Soviet Union which had entered
into the stage of gradual disintegration then. Azerbaijan had
gained an outstanding dominance among the other Soviet
Republics in terms of its industrial, agricultural and cultural
growth due to the focused and insightful policies of Heydar
Aliyev. Deep vision and forethought of the national leader of
Azerbaijan had paved the way for the liberation of the
Azerbaijani people and establishment of the independence of
Azerbaijan many years later. Heydar Aliyev himself has
evaluated the years of 1970-1985 as follows: “The most
important outcome of the achievements brought to pass during
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the Soviet rule is that the economic, scientific-technologica,
and cu]t.ural potential gained at this period has formed a strong
_foundatlon for the present Azerbaijan to function as a fully
independent and self-regulating state”.

Heyda.r Aliyev was vigorously struggling against the
authoritarian and oppressive rule of the Communist regime in a
way that no one else could have done under the intricate
circumstances imposed by the Soviet era. In return for the
agonies and tortures inflicted upon his nation by the repressive
po[_ncnes of Kremlin, Heydar Aliyev was retorting robustly by
taking clever and audacious steps such as erecting edifices and
sculptures of the victimized and persecuted personalities in
each z?nc[ every part of the country, bringing the corpse of
Hussein .!av:d to Azerbaijan many years after his demise in exile
and putting up a memorial near Sapun Kora as a honorary

tKri§ute for thousands of Azerbaijanis perished in Kerch and
rim.

It's an irrefutable fact that it was specifically during the years of
Heydar Aliyev's leadership that the distinguished poets, writers
and composers of Azerbaijan were conferred upon an honorary
name of Hero of Socialist Labor for the first time in the Soviet
hlst(_)ry‘ On the order of Heydar Aliyev, the stately sculpture of
Nariman Narimanov was erected in Baku. This was a clear
manifestation of Heydar Aliyev's unwavering courage in face of
the omnipotent Soviet domination. Nariman Narimanov had

been banished from Azerbaijan and labeled as a militant
nationalist because of his devoted and faithful services to his
Motherland. Later on by putting up a commemorative

monument for Nariman Narimanov in the city of Ulyanovsk,

Heydar Aliyev actually once again proved that no power in this
world, not even the heavy-handed Soviet regime could have
averted him from his steadfast loyalty to his cause which was
the protection and fortification of his country and emancipation
ofthe browbeaten Azerbaijani people.
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The actual historic significance of the achievements brought to

pass during the years of Heydar Aliyev's leadership lies in the

fact that as a result of all the developments and

accomplishments materialized in these years the spirit of
freedom and independence was awakened among the

Azerbaijani people once again. Thus, feelings of national

esteem and national consciousness were greatly bolstered and

strengthened due to the dutiful guidance and unwavering
dedication of Heydar Aliyev. The revival of national awareness
meant recommencement of the national liberation movement,
but this time in a more subtle and covert way. This success is
deemed to be the unmatched feat of Heydar Aliyev. Therefore,
Azerbaijan was fully prepared to function as an independent
and self-regulating state when the Constitution Act declaring
the state independence of Azerbaijan was adopted on 18th of
October in 1991 following the downfall of the Soviet Union.

Today Azerbaijan is fully integrating to the world by following

a successful foreign and domestic political course. However,

the industrious people of Azerbaijan are going through the most

difficult, but honorable period of their history. This period is

generally defined as a transitional phase. All the civilized

nations and developed states of the world have passed through

this phase in order to reach to their present advanced level.
Naturally, the transition process in Azerbaijan has its own
inherent peculiarities and ensuing complexities. Strong military
pressures exerted on Azerbaijan, occupation of the Azerbaijani
lands by Armenians, existence of more than 1 million refugees
and displaced people in a country of only 8 million people are
the grim facts which further exacerbate and complicate the
strenuous process of transition in Azerbaijan.

Moreover, the long-established foreign enemies of Azerbaijan
are doing their utmost to overturn the state independence of
Azerbaijan and prevent the development of the Azerbaijani
people. By attempting to avert the natural course of events
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every now and then through persistent impediments and
obstructions, the adversaries of Azerbaijan are actually trying to
thwart ascension of the Azerbaijani people to the level of the
most developed nations of the world. The fact that Azerbaijan
plays the intermediary role of Golden Bridge between Europe
and Asia as well as Middle East and Russia is a cause of great
perturbation and uneasiness for the enemies of the Azerbaijani
people who cannot tolerate the sovereignty and ever-increasing
strength of Azerbaijan as an independent and self-determining
state. That's why, as a country possessing rich natural resources
and reserves, Azerbaijan inevitably encounters ceaseless
political, military, spiritual pressures and immeasurable
economic constraints. Due to the strategic importance of
Azerbaijan both in terms of its growing geopolitical
significance and vast natural resources, such an interference on
the part of the intrusive antagonists of the Azerbaijani people
will remain as unavoidable and inescapable in future as it has
always been during the past years.

The “Armenian Card” which has been deviously manipulated
by the insidious opponents of the Azerbaijani people for
centuries has never been used as vigorously and maliciously as
itis being used by the influential Armenian lobby today. Backed
and sponsored by certain involved establishments, the
Armenian lobby is active in numerous countries such as Russia,
France and USA. Working at various prestigious international
organizations, this time Armenians carry out their malicious
plots more purposefully and rigorously in order to put across
their unjustified and groundless case. Enjoying enormous
financial resources and important political leverage as well as a
wide range of effective vehicles for influencing the decisions of
the parliaments and political-military governance of the
countries they work with and affecting the activities of a
number of esteemed international organizations, the Armenian
lobby resorts to all possible means to hamper the flourishing
relationship between Azerbaijan and the world states by trying
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to mold the foreign diplomacy line of the dominant states and
international organizations.

In essence, the very independence of Azerbaijan meant
resurgence of the entire Azerbaijani people and revival of the
independent statehood traditions of a great and ancient nation
that possessed advanced governance skills and rich cultural-
spiritual heritage. Resurrection of the feelings such as rightful
entitlement to ownership of the territories severed from the
ancestral Azerbaijani lands inch by inch at various times,
recommencement of the struggle for restoration of justice,
fairness and equality in the country and reinstatement of the
national-spiritual unity and cohesion all pointed to the rebirth of
renaissance in Azerbaijan. The ever-strengthening
independence and sovereignty of Azerbaijan is a strong warrant
that firmly stands behind the 50 million Azerbaijani people
spread all over the world. These are precisely the reasons that
cause a palpable anxiety and apprehension among the enemies
of the Azerbaijani people today.

The fact that Azerbaijan was steered by such a competent
politician as Heydar Aliyev was even more disquieting for the
insidious adversaries of Azerbaijan. Much to their dismay, the
perfidious enemies of Azerbaijan who had drowned the whole
country in the agonizing bloodbath of atrocities and perpetrated
ruthless massacres against the subjugated people of Azerbaijan
had come to realize that Heydar Aliyev was the only personality
capable of withstanding and rebuffing their duplicitous games
and endless contrivances due to his unique political ingenuity
and incomparable foresight.

The deceitful foes of the Azerbaijani people were well aware
that the historical circumstances were by no means matching
with the fragile environment that prevailed during the years of
1918-1920. They had come to understand that this time the
national liberation movement of the Azerbaijani people would

21



come out as undefeated and triumphant and lifelong struggle to
create a powerful independent state of Azerbaijan would
emerge as victorious since it was ushered by Heydar Aliyev, the
Judicious statesman who owned the exceptional gift of taking
the pulse of time and political milieu.

The distinctive personality of Heydar Aliyev resembles an
unexplored world. His unique political ingenuity and infinite
wisdom can be measured up to a boundless ocean. His
extraordinary ability to surmount the most intricate and tangled
obstructions and illimitable talent to overcome even the most
convoluted obstacles and hindrances were nothing, but divine
endowment of the Almighty God. The most distinguishing facet
of Heydar Aliyev's personality was that everything he
undertook and accomplished was invariably and incomparably
dedicated to the protection and defense of Azerbaijan.

Heydar Aliyev was born to an ordinary and humble Azerbaijani
family. As an extremely gifted student pursuing knowledge
assiduously, Heydar Aliyev had educated himself excellently
on a wide range of subjects as well as acquiring a deep political
vision. As a person of broad views, Heydar Aliyev had
cultivated an immeasurable love and affection towards his
country and nation. And being a firsthand witness of the horrid
wiles and harsh stratagems of the enemies of Azerbaijan as a
young student, Heydar Aliyev had developed a strong sense of
patriotism and devotion to his oppressed country. Possessing a
rich governance experience extending over half a century and
closely conversant with all the subtlety and nuances of the
administration mechanisms of all levels and kinds in the Soviet
system, Heydar Aliyev had deservedly risen to the impenetrable
leadership of the imperious Soviet Union. After having been
deviously distanced from the decision-making circles of the
SSSR due to the underhanded ploys and artful schemes of
Qorbachov, Heydar Aliyev had managed to make a spirited,
incisive comeback to the political arena despite the persistent
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persecutions and continuous threats of Qorbachov. Heydar
Aliyev was a man of iron will and unbreakable determination
who played a matchless role in salvaging the people of
Azerbaijan from the turbulent whirlpool of disorder and unrest
during the era of transition.

During the years 1982-1987, Heydar Aliyev was working in
Moscow as a high-ranking member of Politburo and First Vice-
chairman of the Cabinet of Ministries which constituted the
central part of leadership in the SSSR. By attaining an
enormous success through efficacious management of the most
troublesome branches of administration in the vast empire of
the Soviet Union which was on the verge of irremediable
debilitation and complete disintegration, Heydar Aliyev gained
a wide influence all across the SSSR and demonstrated his
inexorable aptitude to the discriminatory and bigoted Soviet
regime. As the only proficient statesman in Politburo capable of
governing the entire Soviet Union on his own and reversing the
deteriorating regressive situation of the country, Heydar Aliyev
aroused the jealousy and distrust of the chauvinist and
incompetent Kremlin leaders. Especially M.Qorbachov
regarded Heydar Aliyev as a formidable rival that had to be
eliminated immediately. Despite the prejudiced and biased
attitude of the Soviet leadership towards Azerbaijan, even under
the most complicated circumstances Heydar Aliyev was always
pressing the issues related to the growth and development of the
Azerbaijani people with emphatic forcefulness. Heydar Aliyev
was the main hurdle for the Armenian nationalists who wanted
to materialize the much-coveted separation of Nagorno-
Karabakh from Azerbaijan and annex it to Armenia. This is the
reason why M.Qorbachov, the obedient attendant of the
Armenian mafia headed by Stavropoulos was used as an
instrument to take away this impassable barrier. M.Qorbachov
finally achieved his spiteful goal and dismissed Heydar Aliyev
from the leadership of the SSSR. The removal of Heydar Aliyev
from office was in fact the hardest and heaviest blow dealt to the
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Azerbaijani people during the Soviet rule. It's not a mere
coincidence that as soon as Heydar Aliyev was ousted from
power, the opportunistic Armenian nationalists intensified their
propaganda activities in order to usurp power and snatch the
region of Nagorno-Karabakh from Azerbaijan.

During the years of 1987-1990, the authoritarian Kremlin
regime headed by M.Qorbachov carried out innumerable
persecutions and repressions against Heydar Aliyev.
Nevertheless, Heydar Aliyev displayed an unflagging
perseverance and tenacious fortitude in face of all the
restrictions and harassments directed against him. On the
contrary, despite the imperfect circumstances, with his
immense experience and deep prudence, he continued doing his
utmost to lead his disoriented nation out of the great turbulence
and confusion of 1990s when the Soyiet Union was on the
threshold of an irrevocable breakdown and complete
disintegration.

The years of 1990-1993 have been imprinted in the minds of the
Azerbaijani people as fateful times of devastating adversities
and heavy calamities. During these years Azerbaijan was face to
face with an ominous danger of total annihilation due to the
inept governance of the country first by treacherous and
obsequious leaders who were given in to abject servitude of the
Moscow regime. The illuminating guidance of Heydar Aliyev
was the only source of hope and relief for the disoriented people
of Azerbaijan who were at a complete loss at that time. On 21st
of January in 1990, one day after the bloody slaughter
committed against the blameless people of Baku, Heydar Alyev
visited the headquarters of the permanent representation of
Azerbaijan in Moscow and openly conveyed his deep
condolences at the expense of putting his life at risk. By
fearlessly expressing his outrage at this hideous massacre and
urging the due punishment of its perpetrators, Heydar Aliyev
actually took the lead of the liberation struggle of his nation and
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managed to return to Baku on 20th of July in 1990 despite the
inescapable persecutions of the Kremlin regime. But, due to the
perfidious stance of the subservient Azerbaijani leaders who
were controlled by Moscow then, on 22nd of July Heydar
Aliyev was forced to leave Baku and take refuge in
Nakhichevan. While he was in Nakhichevan, Heydar Aliyev
embarked upon a nationwide liberation movement in face of all
the difficulties and impediments as Nakhichevan was in a
complete isolation because of the military-political and
economic blockade set up by the aggressive Armenian armed
forces and their Russian supporters. Entrapped by the blockade,
all ties of Nakhichevan with the rest of the country were severed
both politically and economically. It was not only Nakhichevan
in Azerbaijan that was beleaguered with the hostile forces, the
entire country was in turmoil. Azerbaijan was on the verge of
complete breakdown and disintegration. The long-desired
seizure of the territories of Azerbaijan was on the point of being
brought to pass by the Armenian aggressors. At a time when
Azerbaijan was going through the most turbulent and
tumultuous age of its history, Heydar Aliyev rose to deliver the
Azerbaijani people from the evil of disarray and confusion.
Putting his faith and confidence in the fighting spirit of the
strong-willed people of Nakhichevan, Heydar Aliyev displayed
an unequalled political ingenuity and indescribable valor and
saved the ancient land of Azerbaijan from being occupied by the
malicious Armenian forces. Nakhichevan had been besieged by
the modern Dashnaks with the help of the Soviet frontier troops
just like an encircled ring. Extrication of Nakhichevan from
such a menacing danger under extremely tough circumstances
was an achievement that would determine the fate of the whole
country.

Atatime when Azerbaijan was beset by the enemy forces on all
sides and regions of the country were being occupied one by one
by the Armenian armed units, instead of forging a strong
resistance movement at a national level and bringing the
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competent leaders into the frontline, the only person capable of
mobilizing the whole nation for struggle against the occupiers,
Heydar Aliyev was denied an access to power. At a time when
the Azerbaijani people desperately needed the guidance and
leadership of such an experienced and proficient political
figure, the disloyal Soviet leaders of Azerbaijan were
underhandedly plotting conspiracies to remove Heydar Aliyev
from power in Nakhichevan and smother the liberation
movement launched by him.

Nonetheless, Heydar Aliyev was taking resolute steps in
Nakhichevan which were aimed at strengthening the newly-
emerging statehood of Azerbaijan. In order to revivify the
national statehood traditions of Azerbaijan, the words of
“Soviet” and “Socialist” were taken out of the name of the
Autonomous Republic of Nakhichevan and three-colored flag
of the People's Republic of Azerbaijan was hoisted as a state
banner of Nakhichevan. The local branches of the Communist
Party were immediately shut down and all government bodies
were disestablished. Condemnation of the bloody slaughter of
20th January on a political level, total abstention of the people
of Nakhichevan from participation in the plebiscite held to
ascertain as to whether the Soviet Union should be preserved or
dissolved, declaration of 3 1st of Decemberas a solidarity day of
the Azerbaijanis living all across the world and deterrence of the
seizure of Nakhichevan by the enemy forces despite the
prevalent military-economic blockade were ground-breaking
measures taken during the short rule of Heydar Aliyev in
Nakhichevan.

When Heydar Aliyev returned to Baku in June of 1993, the
country was on the brink of disastrous breakdown. The people
were floundering to pull themselves out of the bloody whirlpool
of confusion and disorder. Worn out by the incompetent
governance of Ayaz Mutallibov during the years of 1991-1992
and Abulfaz Elchibey in 1992-1993, the hard-pressed people of
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Azerbaijan were in a desperate need of strong and assertive

leadership. The imminent danger of ethnic clashes and civil war

was hanging over the country that was overshadowed by the

raging attacks of the Armenian armed forces. The

inexperienced leadership of the country possessed neither

ability nor the courage to confront and pre-empt the

opportunistic enemy forces. The old dream of the Dashnak

Armenians devised with the contrivance of their Russian

supporters to create the state of “Great Armenia” was about to
be materialized through occupation of the Azerbaijani lands and
much-desired obliteration of Azerbaijan from the face of this
earth as an independent state. Faced with the danger of civil war,
the people were in a state of constant despair and nervousness.
Azerbaijan had completely lost its already tarnished
international image due to the growing internal chaos and
upheaval. The people of Azerbaijan had no faith in the future of
their country.

Therefore, Heydar Aliyev's return to power on 15th of June in
1993 carries a special weight in the modern history of
Azerbaijan. As soon as assuming power, Heydar Aliyev took
action to put a halt to the civil unrest by using several political
and tactical maneuvers. Thus, the ethnic encounters were
instantaneously thwarted and the overall situation was
tranquilized. So, in this way the looming danger of possible
civil war was eliminated immediately. The devious designs of
the enemies of Azerbaijan machinated to divide the Azerbaijani
lands in order to achieve the total destruction of the independent
state of Azerbaijan were astutely forestalled by the newly-
established firm leadership.

Heydar Aliyev himself had defined the state independence of
Azerbaijan as irreversible, indestructible and everlasting.
Failure of the insurgency attempts to overthrow the leadership
of Heydar Aliyev in October of 1994 and March of 1995
verified Heydar Aliyev's unshakeable resolve and willpower
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once again. Heydar Aliyev's sacrificial devotion and
unflinching loyalty to his nation inspirited the whole country.
Invigorated by the steadfast dedication of their undeviating
leader, the people of Azerbaijan regained their faith in future of
Azerbaijan. Thanks to the strenuous efforts of Heydar Aliyev,
the blustery situation of the country was stabilized, law and
order was restored. Establishment of stability and political
tranquility at such a tempestuous time was an inconceivable
achievementon Heydar Aliyev's part.

Acting judiciously on the issue of war as well, Heydar Aliyev
took a pragmatic stance and evaluated the situation realistically.
Being well aware of the insidious plans of the cunning enemies
of Azerbaijan and well cognizant of their military supremacy
backed and reinforced by their powerful supporters, Heydar
Aliyev saw the enforcement of ceasefire as the only way of
deliverance of the Azerbaijani péople from the bloodbath of
atrocities. Along with this Heydar Aliyev also prevented the
national-spiritual breakdown of the country by reversing the ill-
advised decisions of the previous leaderships adopted
unrealistically and rather emotionally.

To tackle the “Armenian card” used for centuries against the
Azerbaijani people, Heydar Aliyev worked out an
immaculately sound investment strategy for oil. The successful
oil policy laid down by Heydar Aliyev assured the whole world
of the possibility of solving the problems of Caucasus through
effective means rather than occupation and exploitation.
Heydar Aliyev adroitly used the idea of Great Silk Way to
release Azerbaijan from the economic blockade imposed by the
Northern and Southern neighbors who were working
dexterously to extinguish the existence of Azerbaijan by cutting
off its most basic relations with its customary collaborators and
partners. In view of that the international conference held in
Baku on 7-8th of September in 1998 with the participation of 32
states and 13 international organizations was a huge event in the
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history of Azerbaijan. Reinstallation of the Great Silk Way
meant not only revival of the economic-spiritual potential of the
Azerbaijani people, but also cultural revitalization and
unification of the entire Turkish world.

Today the independent state of Azerbaijan is enjoying a
growing influence and weight in the international arena.
Azerbaijan is widely recognized as a democratic, legal and
secular state. The constitution of Azerbaijan wholly embodies
all the democratic rights and civil liberties that have also been
enshrined in the constitutions of the most developed nations of
the world. Together with the continuous reforms carried out on
the order of Heydar Aliyev, the enduring stability prevailing in
the country creates an auspicious environment for the
establishment and expansion of bilateral ties with the foreign
countries based on the principle of equal and mutual
partnership.

Heydar Aliyev was a realistic politician. His political and
management principles were far from the romanticism and
dreaminess. The decisions he was taking could seem unusual
from the first standpoint (for example, fire-cease in 1994) but
they were the most optimal ones taking into consideration all
realities and correctness in the end. Heydar Aliyev never gave
populist and fantastic promises to the nation, on the contrary,
was stating the results that could be achieved in the real and
current situation. Cavils of Heydar Aliyev's opponents
addressed against him mostly were connected with the
settlement of Nagorny Karabakh conflict. Some of them were
accusing Heydar Aliyev of non-effective policy, concession and
compromise-aimed actions. The authors of such accusations
were those ones who meant speaking loudly in the squares,
meetings by effective policy. Heydar Aliyev has always been
far from the populism. Contrary to the populists, he was
carrying out well-known consistent policy, which was very
complicated in the direction of solution. This policy couldn't
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satisfy quick-tempered brains, However, nobody could doubt in
successful consideration of the policy since its first step as well
as successful realization.

-..Usually, when giving objective estimation to great persons;
the things that could be done in the period they lived are taken ag
basis in comparison. From this point of view, giving estimation
in the periods when Heydar Aliyev was managing Azerbaijan
and the period when he was quite far from his mission, we can
say definitely that he was using all the opportunities in the name
of interests and improvement of his nation in that period.
Heydar Aliyev's policy in Azerbaijan, his state organization line
will continue. Because this policy is required from the
standpoint of the future progress ofAzerbaijan. Heydar Aliyev's
policy is a balanced policy, expresses the interests of all
stratums of the society, creates harmony in the community,
defends rights and freedoms of humans, national-state
organization interests, highest values of the open society.
Average-statistics Azeri could see all features of the national
leader in the person of Heydar Aliyev - rationalism and wisdom,
resolution, political farsight, realism and innovation.

On December 12, 2003 national leader of Azerbaijan, President
Heydar Aliyev passed away in Cleveland hospital in the United
States of America.

Today Azerbaijan is headed by Ilham Aliyev who worthily
carries on the political course laid down by Heydar Aliyev. He is
not only the elected president of the independent state of
Azerbaijan, but also the new leader of all the Azerbaijanis living
across the world. His leadership is a true embodiment of the
willpower and resolution of the Azerbaijani people and
manifestation of the strength of Heydar Aliyev's insightful
forethought. Gaining a firm political standing as well as
deserved respect and influence in Azerbaijan through his
painstaking and dedicated work, Ilham Aliyev has also
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achieved wide recognition in international political arena.

[lham Aliyev is the son of Heydar Aliyev. He's a professional

politician. He has graduated from the Moscow State Institute of
International Relations in 1982. A fter getting his post-graduate

degree, Ilham Aliyev started his scientific-pedagogical career
as a professor at the same institute. In1985 he was conferred

degree of a doctor for history. In 1991 he started working as the
general manager of the “Orient” company in Moscow. In 1994
he was appointed the vice-president of the State Oil Company
of Azerbaijan Republic for foreign economic relations. He was
promoted to the post of first vice-president of the State Oil
Company in 1997. Having worked as the Prime Minister of
Azerbaijan as well, he was a close associate and collaborator of
HeydarAliyev.

[lham Aliyev has worked ¢losely with Heydar Aliyev_on the
formulation and realization of the oil strategy in Azerbaijan. He
has played an enormous role in the augmentation ‘and
enhancement of this strategy and preparation of tht“, various
projects in this regard. Discharging his diplomatic Fiuues
devoledly, Ilham Aliyev has contributed a lot to the creation of
incentives for the large-sized investment in the oil industry of
Azerbaijan. During his tenure as the vice-president oftht? State
il Company, llham Aliyev has rendered invalu_a_bie services to
his country by taking an active part in the polmcal and state-
building processes such as implementation of _economic
reforms in Azerbaijan, establishment and expansion of the
bilateral economic-cultural relations with the foreign countries,
integration of Azerbaijan to the world, com_pletlon a_nd
effectuation of oil contracts with the accredited oil companies
of the world on joint exploration of the oil-gas fields as well as
conclusion of the much-awaited contract for exportation o_f’_(h_e
Baku oil to the world through construction of Baku-Thbilisi-
Jeyhan oil pipeline. It is the result of his endeavo_r_s that the
Baku-Thbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline carrying Azerbaijani gas to
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the world market has been built and the construction of Baku-
Tbilisi-Kars railway project which will connect East to West
has been started. As a result of the consistent execution of the oil
strategy worked out by Heydar Aliyev and actualized by [lham
Aliyev, during the years of 1994-2000, the foreign companies
have granted 800 million USA dollars additional benefit to
Azerbaijan, More than 30 thousand people have been provided
with new jobs in oil industry due to the large-scale foreign
investment in this sector.

Ilham Aliyev is the leader of the New Azerbaijan Party as well,

As the leader of the main political party of Azerbaijan, llham
Aliyev plays an essential role in the state-building processes of
democratization, legalization and secularization of the country.
He had been elected the vice-chairman of the Party in |
Congress held in 1999 and the {irst deputy of the Party in the 11
Congress held in 2001. Fulfilling the responsibilities and
obligations of this important task dutifully, today Ilham Aliyev
works industriously to mobilize the country's economic and
intellectual resources for the speedy growth and development

of the newly-founded independent state of Azerbaijan. The

election campaign of the New Azerbaijan Parly for the

parliament elections of 2000 was steered by Ilham Aliyev
himself. It was expressly because of the conscientious guidance
of llham Aliyev that the New Azerbaijan Party won the
parliament elections with overwhelming supremacy and gained
the majority of seats in the National Assembly of Azerbaijan.

Following the clections, Ilham Aliyev worked tirelessly and
vigorously to serve the national interests of Azerbaijan in the
best possible way. During this period, he spent most of his time
among the ordinary people trying to find out about their
problems and bring a feasible solution to them. He showed a
special concern for the underprivileged and deprived members
of the community as well as refugees and displaced people. His
genuine attitude towards creation of the socially considerate
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environment for the disabled people impaired in the Karabakh
war is a lucid indication of his unswerving love and affection for
Azerbaijan. The rewarding projects carried out in Kara(_iagh and
some other regions of the country at this period illustrate
another aspect of the extensive and versatile activity of 1lham
Aliyev as the Member of Parliament.

As a member of the Permanent Commission of International

-and Inter-parliamentary Relations of the National Assembly,

Ilham Aliyev worked thoroughly at the Parliament Assembly of
the European Council. As the head of the Permanent Delegation
of Azerbaijan at the Parliament Assembly of the European
Council, Ilham Aliyev worked assiduously and purposefully to
bring the realities of Azerbaijan into light. As a rcsrull of [lham
Aliyev's spirited and strong-minded standpoint v\:ﬁh regard to
the issues of national interest, European countries grgdually
came to acknowledge and accept the international position of
Azerbaijan. It was namely the cogent and forceful sm;eches
delivered by Ilham Aliyev at the European Counc:l. that
compelled the European countries to evaluate the cgnf‘lsct of
Nagorno-Karabakh impartially and denounce occupation ofthe
Azerbaijani lands by the Armenian aggressors as the
contravention of inviolability of the territorial integrity 9f
Azerbaijan. 1lham Aliyev has played an enormous role in
imparting the actual facts about the Nagorr:no-i(arabakh conflict
to the Europe which has produced a fair assessment of the
situation among the Western states. Due to _lus inexorable apd
untiring efforts, Armenia was finally r_ecogmzed as an occupier
and aggressor country. During this permq, Ilham Aliyev worked
indefatigably to lay the Armenian terrorist acts bare to the world
community and achieve its condemnation as a part of
international terrorism by providing sound su_bstamlallgn f{_)r
the horrible crimes committed by the Armenian terrorists in
Azerbaijan at various times. It was precisely because t_)f [Tham
Aliyev's emphatic urgings that use of the ogcupledland
uncontrolled Nagorno-Karabakh territories for international
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terrorism and drug smuggling was brought into spotlight. [Tham
Aliyev had gained wide influence and recognition among the
Western politicians on account of his objective and constructive
speeches. So, he was elected the vice-speaker of the Parliament
Assembly of'the European Council in 2003.

The relentless activities of Ilham Aliyev set for upgrading the
sport facilities and recreational amenities of the country and
aimed at cultivation of the new healthy generation deserve a
special appraisal. Since he was appointed the president of the
National Olympian Committee of Azerbaijan in 1997, Ilham
Aliyev has been carrying out an invarjable policy of creating a
series of health-sport complexes throughout the country and
appropriating funds and resources for establishment of the
necessary material-technical basis to finance the promotion of
the different branches of sport in Azerbaijan. As a result of his
unflagging pursuit of accomplishrhent in this field, the sport has
been revitalized and enlivened in Azerbaijan. The sportsmen of
Azerbaijan have gained outstanding victories at the regional
sport contests and international competitions. The fact that
Baku has become an important center for holding various
international sport competitions serves lo elevate the
international image of Azerbaijan across the globe.

As a professional politician and well-read expert in history of
international relations, Ilham Aliyev has gained wide influence
and respect in international arena as well. He has been to the
USA, UK, Turkey, Pakistan, France, Russia, Ukraine,
Switzerland, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Slovakia, Poland,
Georgia, Qatar, Italy, Saudi Arabia, China, Poland and so many
other countries on official and state visits and delivered
numerous acclaimed discourses at international conferences
and congresses.

After winning the presidential elections of 2003 with an
overwhelming majority, Ilham Aliyev started carrying out a
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policy of democratic, legal and secular state-building worlfed

out by Heydar Aliyev. Since he came to power, implemer]tatwn

of economic reforms has been further accelerated in the

country. Along with this a State Program has been adopplad f{_)r

social-economic development of the regions of Azerbaijan in

the years of 2004-2008. On the order of Ilham Aliyev, special

measures have been taken to ensure unfailing obsewancc‘ of
human rights and civil liberties in the country. As a continuation

of Heydar Aliyev's political line, lham Aliyev follows_ the same

guiding principles aimed at protection and preservation of the
national-spiritual heritage of Azerbaijan. In view of that Ilham
Aliyev shows great concern for the scientific study and
dissemination of the history of Azerbaijan in the country. The
decrees passed and enforced by [lham Aliyev on con:npllauon of
the National Encyclopedia of Azerbaijan and broad issuance of
wide-ranging books in Azerbaijani language and Latin script as
well as increasing salaries of the scientists and scholars in
accordance with their relevant academic degrees and
multiplying stipendium of the undergraduate and postgr:laduat_e
students demonstrate the magnitude of the steps taken in this
regard.

As aresult of the focused and purposeful work of [lham Aliyey,
today the foreign policy course laid dovxfn by Hc)_*dar A_lly:.?v is
successfully carried on. The main principle of{hls_ policy is to
inform the world of the horrid atrocities committed by the
Armenian aggressors who have occupied more than 20 percent
of the Azerbaijani lands. Thanks to the_dedlcated commitment
of [lham Aliyev to the same political line, the majority of the
world states have come to recognize and condemn Armenia as
the violator of international norms and regulations. As_ the
owner of broad vision and extensive knowledge, Ilham Aliyev
has achieved wide influence and respect among the
distinguished world politicians. Being wide awake to the fast-
changing dynamics of the modern world and mindful of
changes brought by globalization and integration, today [lham
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